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FOREWORD 


This third volume of The Churches in International Affairs covers the period 1979-1982 
inclusive. Like its predecessors (1970-1973 and 1974-1978) it contains a collection of 
important documents on the involvement of the World Council of Churches (WCC) in 
international affairs. All key policy statements adopted by the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) and the WCC Executive and Central Com- 
mittees are reproduced in extenso. Clear references are given for each item, identifying the 
date, the authorship and the occasion on which it was issued. Central Committee 
documents are generally available also in German, French and Spanish. Those 
interested are kindly requested to inquire directly with the WCC General Secretariat or 
the CCIA. 


The main sections in this volume are: 


1) Major CCIA programme emphases which include human rights, militarism, dis- 
armament and the United Nations. 


2) Regional and national issues which indicate specific actions by the CCIA/WCC in 
the various geographic regions. Submissions of information to UN bodies as well as 
oral interventions at UN functions are listed under both the UN and the relevant 
geographical sections. 


3) Special issues which have been followed closely by the CCIA/WCC during this 
period 1979-1982. 


4) Information on the CCIA by-laws, Commission, staff and publications since 1979. 


This publication is introduced separately by the CCIA Moderator, Ambassador Olle 
Dahlén, and the CCIA Director, Ninan Koshy. 


Tributes are made to deceased CCIA personalities Sir Kenneth Grubb (1900-1980), 
Bishop Samuel (1920-1981) and Rev. Augusto Cotto (1941-1981). 


While this report is not comprehensive of WCC actions in all fields, it does include 
the basic documents establishing ecumenical policy in the field of international affairs, 
as well as a selection of communications and other information related to the pro- 
grammes of the CCIA. 


Information on issues which are basically the responsibility of other WCC sub-units 
have been omitted here and can be obtained directly from the relevant programme sub- 
units. 


Acknowledgements are due particularly to CCIA intern Frans Bouwen for his untiring 
efforts to disentangle CCIA’s documentation and to editorial assistant Barbara 
Aschwanden whose meticulous care and perseverance have guaranteed for this volume 
an appropriate comprehensiveness and accuracy. 


Erich Weingdrtner 
January 1983 
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INTRODUCTION BY THE MODERATOR 


It is sometimes said about the World Council of Churches : “You are not balanced in 
your approaches to international affairs”. The answer to thatis : “Of course, the WCC — 
and for that matter the CCIA, are selective. We are concerned about the underdogs in the 
world, and there are many of them, the unprivileged, the poor, the oppressed, and people 
who are denied their human rights.” 


At the same time the gulf between rich and poor countries is widening, the arms race 
continues at permanent, if not even accelerated speed, both in the rich countries and in 
the poor. The lack of confidence and cooperation between the two major power blocs is 
devastating, hurting specially the weaker members of the blocs. Daily the headlines 
report about wars, threats of warfare, occupation and political pressures. 


Thus, there has to be a bias in our actions, towards criticizing the shortcomings of 
political leaders everywhere, especially of those who could change the very dangerous 
course of events over these last years. 


However, the blame cannot be only directed to governments and international 
governmental organizations. All human beings, individually, in groups, parties and 
nations have to face the criticism of not doing enough to influence and change the policy 
of their own nations and power blocs. In a number of countries the human right to put 
pressure on one’s own government is restricted, and sometimes forbidden. In many 
situations effective direct action is not possible. The churches have also to take that into 
consideration when deciding on the course of their actions. 


Having this in mind, there still is, of course, good cases for criticism for what the 
WCC/CCIA has not been doing, where little or no action can be registered. No one is 
more aware of that than someone like me who has been to some extent involved in this 
area. 


Nevertheless, a number of good, sometimes even excellent actions have been taken by 
the WCC/CCIA. What is lacking is sometimes the follow-up machinery. It is rarely 
enough for one central body of the WCC to act. There is usually a strong urgency forjoint 
actions with the Central Committee of the WCC, its individual members, member 
churches and commissioners in the CCIA. A message from “Geneva” can be of 
importance, but for those in governments and in the UN it is more impressive to get the 
same message also from other sources, from people on the spot or close to it. This 
problem must be taken seriously in the future, by the central bodies and staff and the 
member churches and commissioners. 


Olle Dahlén Moderator 
January 1983 Stockholm 
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INTRODUCTION BY THE DIRECTOR 


The statement by the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches in 
February 1980 on “Threats to Peace” describes in a succint way the mood of inter- 
national politics during the period that is covered by the report. The statement spoke of 
the “disturbing trends and developments in international relations, including a sharp 
deterioration in the relations between the USA and the USSR and the growing threats to 
peace.” It said “the present tensions need to be seen in the context of profound changes in 
the power relations among nations. Increasing poverty, exacerbated by an arms race of 
almost unbelievable proportions, and energy crisis with heightened concern to control 
oil fields constitute continuing threats to world peace.” The Executive Committee 
recognized that “new threats which heighten possibilities of war in certain regions 
should be seen along with the fact that during the period after the Second World War, 
more than one hundred wars, many of them fuelled by conflicts of major powers have 
claimed the lives of millions of people in the developing regions and that several such 
military conflicts still continue.” The Central Committee in August 1980 reaffirmed the 
statement and followed it up with another statement in August 1981 with the title 
“Increased Threats to Peace and the Task of the Churches”. It is worth recalling some of 
the “threats” catalogued in the statements: the large-scale military action by the USSR 
in Afghanistan, the alarming increase in the number of armed interventions by foreign 
powers, the NATO decision to deploy “theatre nuclear weapons” in Europe, strategies 
based on “limited” nuclear war, the continuation of violent conflicts in many parts of the 
world, the worsening economic crisis throughout the world with graver consequences for 
the poor nations, the continuing stalemate in the North-South discussions leading to 
confrontation and religious factors leading to tension and conflict in some parts of the 
world. The list can be further expanded. This is the state of the world, as we approach the 
VIth Assembly of the World Council of Churches. Peace, more than at any other time in 
the history of the ecumenical movement, has become the dominant issue on the agenda. 


There is increasing awareness among the churches today on the issues of peace. 
Many churches have started or renewed ministries of peace-making. Many churches 
have actively supported peace movements. Several of the churches are engaged in crucial 
debates about policies and about new theological questions raised in the realm of war 
and peace. It is true that many of these actions are centred around nuclear disarmament. 


The statements related to peace in this collection, representing the experience of 
churches around the world, affirm that no single event should be seen in isolation and 
emphasize the inter-linking nature of the issues. The relationship of nuclear arms race to 
conventional arms race and to militarization and to issues of justice is underlined in 
them. The churches are urged “to call attention to the root causes of war, mainly to 
economic injustice, oppression and exploitation”. 


1] 


Many of the insights that are reflected in the statements related to peace have come 
from the action/reflection process in the “Programme for Disarmament and against 
Militarism and the Arms Race”, the report of which was received by the Central Committee 
in July 1982. 


The Programme has assisted the churches with the conceptual clarification and 
identification of the essential features of the contemporary phenomenon of militarism 
and of the growing militarization of societies. Through the Programme, new insights 
have been gained on the relationship between militarization and underdevelopment and 
also between militarization and violation of human rights. 


One significant area that emerges out of the Programme for the work of the churches 
is peaceful resolution of conflicts. As the meeting of experts held by the CCIA stated “In 
the beginning of the eighties the world faces a new situation, in which issues related to 
peaceful resolution of conflicts have become more relevant and more urgent. Several 
conflicts have escalated recently, their inter-related character is more evident than ever 
and there are fears of conflicts of global proportions.” It added “As a body of churches 
called to witness for justice and peace, the WCC has a special responsibility in initiating 
and encouraging innovative measures for peaceful resolution of conflicts.” 


The period also has been one of intensified actions by the churches and the WCC in 
the field of human rights. Many more churches and church-related groups have become 
active in the defence and protection of human rights. Many leaders and activists in 
human rights struggle had to pay the price with their lives. Thousands have been killed 
and thousands more disappeared during the period of these reports. The Central Com- 
mittee in August 1982 speaking about human rights violations said “among these, none is 
more flagrant, degrading and irreversible than extrajudicial executions: the unlawful 
and deliberate extinction of life outside any judicial process and in denial of the 
protection of the law, carried out by order of a government, with its consent, or in 
complicity or collusion with government officials.” 


There is enough evidence to show that there has been a systematic attempt to repress 
Christians, including church leaders who have been active in the struggle for human 
rights. While this has been most noticeable in Central and Latin America, the trend can 
be clearly seen in many parts of Asia and Africa also. It is significant to recall that itis out 
of the demands made on them by the Gospel in the context of growing violation of 
human rights that these Christians have taken an active role. 


It is true that in many places the struggles and protests are often against symptoms. It 
cannot be denied that sometimes it is easier to mobilize public support ifthe campaign is 
confined to symptoms and apparently simple issues. It is when the root causes are to be 
tackled and the inter-relationship of various rights to be dealt with that the human rights 
struggle has to face new challenges. In the developing regions of the world many action 
groups are convinced that the struggle for the realization of human rights has to be a 
struggle for the transformation of social and economic structures. The term “people’s 
rights” is increasingly used in this connection to denote the inter-relationship of civil, 
political, economic and cultural rights and to underline the need for organized attempts 
of the people to achieve these rights. The preference of the term “people’s rights” is also 
due to the general association — albeit wrongly — of human rights primarily with 
individual rights. 
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Therefore, the discussion on the “third generation” of human rights assumes special 
significance as they refer to the right to peace, right to development, etc., not of 
individuals but of groups, of “peoples”. Increasingly people are aware also of the geo- 
political factors that impinge on national situations: the use of human rights 
terminology in ideological rivalries, the distortion of struggles of the peoples forjusticein 
many developing nations through East-West confrontation, the violation of human 
rights resulting from national security doctrines and militarization, etc., are some of 
these factors. 


There has also been a renewed interest in religious liberty, a concern which the WCC 
has held high on its agenda from its very beginning and an area in which the WCC has 
done substantial work. New trends have been noticed in several countries especially as 
reflected in new legislative enactments restricting religious freedom. Each national 
situation has to be looked at carefully to see whether there has been expansion or 
restriction of religious freedom and to see how best churches outside and the ecumenical 
community can be of assistance. 


This collection of reports like the earlier volumes in this series mainly deals with 
public statements and actions by the World Council of Churches. As has been indicated 
in the preface these deal with major CCIA programme emphases and also regional and 
national issues. It will be noticed that the regional and national issues do tend to 
concentrate on Southern Africa, the Middle East, Central America, etc. This is explained 
both by the escalation of conflicts in these regions as well as by the involvement of the 
churches. 


The Rules of the World Council of Churches explain the nature and status of public 
statements in the follpwing way: “In the performance of its function, the Council 
through its Assembly or through its Central Committee may publish statements upon 
any situation or issue with which the Council or its constituent churches may be 
confronted. While such statements may have great significance and influence as the 
expression of the judgement or concern of so widely representative a Christian body, yet 
their authority will consist only in the weight which they carry by their own truth and 
wisdom, and the publishing of such statements shall not be held to imply that the World 
Council as such has or can have any constitutional authority over the constituent 
churches or right to speak for them.” The Rules also provide that statements can be made 
between meetings of the Central Committee, by the Executive Committee, by the Officers 
of the Central Committee or by the General Secretary. The Rules also authorize the 
Officers of the CCIA to make statements which are not contrary to the established policy 
of the Council. 


The Rules say that the authority of the statements “will consist only in the weight 
which they carry by their own truth and wisdom.” The WCC has attempted to gain such 
truth and wisdom on the basis of the experience of the ecumenical movement, insights 
from the Bible and the best available social and political analysis. This attempt does 
not always succeed. 


A collection of public statements with the title “The Churches in International 
Affairs” tends to create the impression that public statements are the only form of action 
on the part of the World Council of Churches in international affairs. In his introduction 
to the volume which covered the period 1974-1978, Mr. Leopoldo J. Niilus, former 
Director of the CCIA wrote “The process of collection involves selection, and therefore, 
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this publication does not pretend to do justice to the breath and depth of ecumenical 
concern and the various levels of action in the area of international affairs. Churches’ 
involvement in international and political affairs and concerns is not, cannot and should 
not be reflected only through public statements or publicized positions.” 


The collection in this volume also includes some statements or representations to 
governments which were not made public at that time. This shows part of the problem. 
The concern of the WCC in international affairs is expressed through a variety of forms. 
Various types of action are undertaken. Public statement is only one form of action. Each 
major political development, each conflict tends to affect the life and witness of churches 
in one or more nation and therefore is of interest to the fellowship of the churches. Such 
situations are monitored and carefully analysed. Such analysis is sometimes used only 
internally in the WCC but is in many cases shared with the wider constituency. 


Delegations are sent to churches in critical situations and discussions are carried on 
with governments. Confidential representations are made to some governments. It may 
be pointed out here that in some cases governments are responsive to confidential 
representations rather than to public protests or appeals. There are pastoral visits to 
churches in difficult situations and actions of support to and solidarity with groups. It is 
in this context of a wide variety of possible forms of action that public statements are 
made where they are deemed to be necessary and effective. Over the years some criteria 
have evolved regarding public statements. They are given below: 


1) areas and issues in which the WCC has direct involvement and long-standing 
commitment; 


2) emerging issues of international concern to which the attention of the churches 
should be called for action; 


3) critical and developing political situations which demand the WCC to make 
known its judgement and lend its spiritual and moral voice; 


4) expectations from the member churches that the WCC should speak; 


5) to set the policy and mandate for the WCC Secretariat. 


It can be argued that these criteria are not explicit enough or that other considerations 
can be shown to have played a part in making statements. It is evident that it is not 
possible to make hard and fast rules and that a judgement has to be made taking into 
account the appropriateness of a statement as against other courses of action. Perhaps it 
should be stressed that apparent silence on the part of the WCC does not necessarily 
mean lack of action. There may be certain situations where no action is deemed 
necessary and therefore silence maintained. But most often “silence” means either anon- 
public form of action — which may be made public at an appropriate time later — or 
waiting for an appropriate time to take suitable action. Such “silence” can be explained 
in retrospect and it appears that it may be useful to do so in some instances. As has been 
indicated earlier the CCIA is engaged in a continuous monitoring of political develop- 
ments in various parts of the world. Such monitoring is needed to enable it to perform its 
advisory function with regard to the General Secretariat and to the various sub-units 
especially with regard to programmes which may be politically sensitive. 
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The question is raised often as to what impact if any has the WCC through its public 
statements on the international system. It is difficult to answer this question. The involve- 
ment of the WCC in international affairs, through the variety of forms indicated, is both 
an attempt to maintain and promote the fellowship of the churches and to bear witness in 
the realm of nations. Therefore, any assessment of its impact is not easy. One can cite 
instances where an action of the WCC may have directly influenced the decision of a 
government or an inter-governmental organization. But the WCC is extremely cautious 
about making any such claims. International decisions are the result of a complicated 
process and it is practically impossible to estimate correctly just how much or how little 
each group participating in the general discussion has contributed. Moreover very few 
governments would concede that their actions are the result of pressures or representations 
from outside. 


Yet the effect of public opinion on governmental and inter-governmental decisions 
should not be underestimated. The WCC sometimes adds to the momentum of public 
opinion; sometimes it initiates mobilization of public opinion; and there are occasions 
when it adds credibility to a campaign or action by its special knowledge of the situation 
or its moral force or by both. 


WCC statements are addressed primarily to the churches. But the churches are not 
the only addressees. Several of the statements are addressed to the governments or made 
in the context of the inter-governmental system or addressed to the United Nations. 
Some statements have several addressees. But the statements may be listened to not 
necessarily only by the addressees; in fact when they are ignored by the addressees they 
may be listened to by others. The audience may be much wider. It may consist of all 
people of good will, the “justice constituency” as it has been sometimes called. 
Increasingly secular circles recognize the role played by the WCC in the international 
system. Anthony Sampson in his recent book “The Money Lenders” says about a UN 
decision “And the prevailing optimism was reflected by the UN General Assembly 
which adopted a historic resolution in 1960, based on the recommendation of the World 
Council of Churches, proposing that the rich countries should spend at least one per cent 
of their national income on grants and concessional loans to the Third World.” One 
cannot claim that there will be always such direct influence. In many cases again, 
influence if any, may not be known for years. 


The collection of statements, positions, representations, etc., in this volume has to be 
seen along with the series of “Background Information” and the books the CCIA has 
published during the period. These publications reflect the continuing work of the CCIA 
in monitoring, analysing and interpreting international events. That work is under- 
girded by the aims of the Commission “It shall be the task of the Commission to witness 
to the lordship of Christ over human beings and history to serving people in the field of 
international relations and promoting reconciliation and world community in 
accordance with the biblical testimony to the oneness of human beings by creation... 
This service is demanded by the church’s participation in the continuing ministry of 
Christ in the world of priestly intercession, prophetic judgement, the arousing of hope 
and conscious and pastoral care. This task necessitates engagement in immediate and 
concrete issues as well as the formulation of general Christian aims and purposes.” 


During more than half the period under review the Commission’s Director was Mr. 
Leopoldo J. Niilus. I make use of this occasion to pay tribute to him for his leadership, his 
remarkable ability for political analysis, his clear perceptions about the role of the 
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churches in international affairs and the encouragement and support he always gave to 
his colleagues. The Central Committee in 1981 expressed its appreciation of his workina 
resolution, the text of which is included in this volume. 


Ninan Koshy 
Director 
Geneva 
January 1983 
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IN MEMORIAM 


KENNETH GRUBB 1900-1980 


Sir Kenneth Grubb, one of the most outstanding lay Christian leaders of this century, 
passed away on June 3, 1980, just three months before he would have attained 80 years. 
The World Council of Churches owes a great debt of gratitude to Sir Kenneth who, from 
1946 to 1968, was Chairman of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
a body formed in 1946 by the World Council of Churches in process of formation and the 
International Missionary Council. He and Dr. Frederick Nolde, its first director until 
1968, shaped and guided this significant instrument of the churches for making their 
voice and witness heard in the councils of the world for peace, justice and human rights. 


Sir Kenneth was uniquely prepared for this crucial task. An Anglo-Irishman, he early 
involved himself in surveying the unknown lands of Amazonia and the Andes, as well as 
other areas of Latin America, writing several informative books, which were indispensable 
for missionary strategy and work. His linguistic ability, his extraordinary capacity for 
research on the spot, his precise mind and pen enabled him to help pioneer the World 
Christian Handbook. During the Second World War he was head of the Latin American 
section and later Controller of Overseas Publicity of the British Ministry of Information. 
He was himself an evangelical Christian with a strong sense of the responsibility of the 
layman in business and public affairs. He was involved as member, chairman, vice- 
president or president of numerous bodies in church, mission business and world affairs, 
including the Church Missionary Society, Unevangelised Fields Mission, the British 
Council of Churches’ International Department, the House of Laity of the Church of 
England’s Assembly, the British and Foreign Bible Society, the United Society for 
Christian Literature, the Institute of Rural Life at Home and Overseas, the London based 
Institutes for International Affairs, Race Relations and Strategic Studies. 


With such an extraordinarily wide-ranging wealth of interests, contacts and 
experience, Sir Kenneth was extremely well placed to represent the churches through the 
CCIA in the post-war period in the corridors of power, in the forum of the United Nations 
and its many agencies, and in the Assemblies and Committees of the World Council of 
Churches and its member churches. On issues of human rights and religious liberty, 
especially in Latin America and Latin Europe, he was the chief representative of the 
churches to governments. He was also active in tackling, on behalf of the churches, the 
issues of the arms race and disarmament, bringing considerable expertise to the 
discussions. 
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Sir Kenneth was a man of deep faith, which he displayed with wisdom and which was 
incarnate in the down-to-earth witness of a layman who was involved in many varied 
activities of great significance. Although he enjoyed his many public roles, which he 
carried out with superb aplomb, he was an essentially quiet man who followed his 
Quaker ancestors in the stillness of his communion with God. 


The ecumenical movement and the World Council of Churches have lost a great and 
good man whose passion was that the world may believe that God is the Sovereign Ruler 
of people and nations, demanding their personal allegiance and a just order of society. 
He has left us a living tradition of single-minded Christian commitment and service for 
which we give thanks to God. 


Philip A. Potter 
Eulogy given at the Ecumenical Centre, Geneva 
June 1980 


BISHOP SAMUEL 1921-1981 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs was shocked by the tragic 
news that one of its Commissioners, Bishop Samuel of Egypt, was mortally wounded 
during the assassination of President Anwar Al-Sadat. 


Bishop Samuel, who was Bishop of Public, Ecumenical and Social Services of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church of Egypt and Professor of Pastoral Theology at the Coptic 
Orthodox Seminary in Cairo, was sixty years old at the time of his death. His life had been 
dedicated to the unity and well-being of his church, as well as to bringing his church into 
the larger ecumenical fellowship. In this respect, Bishop Samuel has made an immense 
contribution to the ecumenical movement. He has attended most WCC meetings since 
Evanston 1954. Aside from being a member of the CCIA, he was a member of the WCC 
Central Committee, President of the Middle East Council of Churches and Vice- 
President of the All Africa Conference of Churches. 


Within Egypt, Bishop Samuel was the moderator of the Ecumenical Council of 
Churches. As part of the measures imposed by President Sadat last month, Bishop 
Samuel was named chairman of a five-bishop committee to oversee the administration 
of the Coptic Orthodox Church of Egypt. It was in this capacity that he was invited to sit 
on the podium among the guests of the President to observe the military parade on 6 
October 1981. 


Father George Tsetsis, Deputy Director of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee and World Service, was delegated by WCC General Secretary Dr. 
Philip Potter, to attend the funeral rites of Bishop Samuel, which took place in Cairo, 
October 8, 1981, at 10.00 a.m. Fr. Tsetsis carried with him a letter, the text of which follows 
here: 


“To His Grace Bishop Youannis, Bishop of Gharbia, Coptic Orthodox Church, 
Cairo. 


On the occasion of the funeral rites for our beloved brother Bishop Samuel we 
wish to convey through you to the whole Church our profound sense of grief. We 
and the churches throughout the world join with you in mourning this loss and in 
giving thanks to God for the witness of his servant to the whole Oikoumene. We 
express as well our sincere condolences to the people of Egypt and especially to 
the families and loved ones of your dedicated President Anwar Al-Sadat and 
those other eminent figures in the life of your nation, who fell victims to the 
assassins’ bullets. Professing together our common faith in the Lord of life and 
love, we are shocked and deeply saddened at this act of senseless violence. We join 
you in prayer that such atrocities will not be repeated, and that the harmonious 
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relations between communities and nations to which our beloved Bishop Samuel 
was so committed will become lasting realities. The Peace of our Lord and the 
Grace of the Holy Spirit be with us all, forever and ever. Your brother in our risen 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Philip Potter, General Secretary, World Council of 
Churches.” 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of 
Churches thanks God for the life and work of Bishop Samuel, his human warmth, his 
commitment to the cause of unity and justice, his dedication to the universal church, his 
untiring witness to the fullness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Bishop Samuel has left his 
indelible mark on the ecumenical movement, and certainly also on all who have had the 
privilege of meeting him and working with him in the Commission on Jnternational 
Affairs. We commend him to God’s eternal peace. 


Ninan Koshy 


Obituary published in Commissioners Only 
October 1981 
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AUGUSTO COTTO 1941-1981 


It is with a deep sense of loss and sadness that we bring to you the news of the tragic 
death of Mr. Cotto, our CCIA Corresponding Commissioner. According to information 
received from the World Student Christian Federation, of which Mr. Cotto was a 
member of the Executive Committee, he died in a plane crash while on a mission as part 
of his responsibility as Secretary for Foreign Affairs of the Front of Unified Popular 
Action of El Salvador. Mr. Cotto was also President of the Latin American Frontier 
Internship in Mission Committee. He was a teacher and afterwards rector of the Baptist 
Seminary of Mexico, Minister of the Baptist Church and an active leader in the 
Ecumenical Movement in Latin America. Mr. Cotto is survived by Isabel, his wife, and 
four children. 


Leopoldo J. Niilus 
Obituary published in Commissioners Only 
January 1981 
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MAJOR PROGRAMME EMPHASES 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, GENEVA, 
SWITZERLAND, SEPTEMBER 1979 


1. The World Council of Churches has been actively engaged in the struggle for 
religious liberty from the moment of its inception. Churches joining the WCC have done 
it on the realistic assumption that their visible membership in a world community of 
churches would enhance their own possibilities of life, witness and work and in some 
cases their own freedom and safety as religious communities. Since the first Assembly of 
the WCC in 1948, the subject of religious liberty has been dealt with by WCC decision- 
making bodies in 27 major statements, reports, memoranda and declarations, in 
addition to the number of initiatives and actions taken with regard to specific situations. 


2. Careful study of these statements reveals that there has been a progressive 
evolution in the ecumenical understanding of religious liberty, which has been 
augmented and refined by the variety of concrete experiences of member churches as 
they live and work in vastly different environments. The realization has grown in the 
ecumenical movement that religious liberty cannot be divorced from other aspects of 
human rights, and that the church is not credible if it fights for its own rights isolated 
from a concern for all rights for all people. But if it speaks in universal terms, the church 
cannot isolate for priority consideration the question of its own religious freedom. 
Conversely, a church which struggles for all rights for all people has, often with surprise, 
rediscovered something of its essential evangelical mission. These should be seen as 
central concerns for all world religions and thus merit priority attention in efforts of 
dialogue and concrete interactions in community life especially in multi-religious 
societies. 


3. The Fifth Assembly, Nairobi, 1975, summarized these insights as follows: 
The Right to Religious Freedom 


The right to religious freedom has been and continues to be a major concern of 
member churches and the WCC. However, this right should never be seen as belonging 
exclusively to the church. The exercise of religious freedom has not always reflected the 
great diversity of convictions that exist in the world. This right is inseparable from other 
fundamental human rights. No religious community should plead for its own religious 
liberty without active respect and reverence for the faith and basic human rights of 
others. 
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Religious liberty should never be used to claim privileges. For the church this right is 
essential so that it can fulfil its responsibilities which arise out of the Christian faith. 


Central to these responsibilities is the obligation to serve the whole community. 


The right to religious freedom has been enshrined in most constitutions as a basic 
human right. By religious freedom we mean the freedom to have or to adopt a religion or 
belief of one’s choice, and freedom, either individually or in community with others and 
in public or private, to manifest one’s religion or belief in worship, observance, practice 
and teaching. Religious freedom should also include the right and duty of religious 
bodies to criticize the ruling powers when necessary, on the basis of their religious 
convictions. In this context, it was noted that many Christians in different parts of the 
world are in prison for reasons of conscience or for political reasons as a result of their 
seeking to respond to the total demands of the Gospel. 


4. The insights gained in the whole period since World War II are the fruit of 
experiences which might roughly be categorized in four types : 


(i) The experience of churches functioning in accordance with their teaching, 
tradition and practice, in countries undergoing radical social transformation 
including a total secularization of state and society, accompanied by new 
juridical relations between the state and religious communities. 


(ii) The problems encountered by Christians and people of other faiths in countries 
struggling for liberation and self-determination or newly-independent, when 
their relationships with religious organizations outside the country and the 
support received from them, as expressions of the universal dimensions of 
religions, are interpreted to be in conflict with national aspirations and loyalties. 


(iii) In some societies, with very varied political systems and social backgrounds, 
which grossly violate basic human rights, an increasing number of churches 
have become actively involved in struggles for justice and human rights based 
on their sincere understanding of the Gospel of Christ, although governments 
usually regard these as purely political activities. 


(iv) In an increasing number of countries, communal and national aspirations are 
framed not in secular but religious terms, creating the climate for religious 
revival of a type which causes friction between dominant religious forces and 
minority religions. 


5. Obviously, ecumenical response to these situations cannot be uniform, but must 
vary according to the precise needs of its member churches, based on the best available 
analysis of each case. Each case must furthermore be seen within its particular historical, 
cultural and social context, although certain emerging common trends need urgent 
attention. 


6. The Executive Committee of the WCC, at its meeting from 10 to 14 September, 
received detailed information on new developments with regard to religious liberty. 
During the past two years, incidents and events which have a direct bearing on religious 
liberty have occurred with alarming frequency. Complaints by member churches in a 
variety of countries around the world have multiplied, making it imperative for the WCC 
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carefully to examine whether these individual cases constitute a major trend on a world 
scale. 


7. The Executive Committee expresses its appreciation to the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs for its continuing work with regard to religious liberty 
and human rights in general, and to the General Secretary for the care and sensitivity 
with which the concerns of member churches regarding their religious liberty have been 
answered. The particular cases which we have examined show that the question of 
religious liberty is posed in a variety of ways, with greatly varying severity. If responses by 
the World Council of Churches have been by and large rather cautious, this is because 
thirty years of experience has taught that an overzealous reaction from abroad can have 
in some cases disastrous effects, especially when national sensitivities are not taken into 
account. We are gratified to note that churches experiencing difficulties continue to 
approach the WCC with trust and respect. 


8. In analyzing the trends in religious liberty, we note that some of the problems 
encountered have an old historical basis, aggravated by an insecure national govern- 
ment. In other cases, we see the familiar feature of new revolutionary governments 
wishing to exert rigid control over religious institutions which are seen either as alien 
elements or potential opposition fotces. Legislation is increasingly being used to exert 
control, either by registration and regulation of church structures, or by the prohibition 
or discouragement of conversion. In some cases these legal means are meant to increase 
the popularity of existing governments among certain sectors of the electorate; in others 
they are attempts to limit either active or symbolic opposition to unpopular and un- 
democratic regimes. 


9. The Executive Committee instructs the Human Rights Advisory Group of the 
CCIA to undertake further study and analysis of changing trends with regard to religious 
liberty, giving attention to areas either where there has been a marked worsening of the 
situation within the recent past, or where new legal enactments or administrative 
measures have been proposed or promulgated which our member churches regard as 
indicative of a trend in the direction of a restriction of religious liberty. This study should 
include some reflections on the principle of religious liberty itself, examining how the 
concept is viewed by different societies and religions. A detailed, reflective report should 
be prepared by the CCIA for presentation to the Central Committee in August 1980, and 
in preparation for the same, a preliminary study paper with further detailed analysis of 
the four different situations outlined under point 4 above, and formulating questions of 
principle and practice where further clarification is needed. 


The Executive Committee feels the need for a constant review of a fast changing 
scene, as also for a vigilant pastoral concern, not only for all whose liberties are curtailed 
but also for those elements within all ideological systems and religious leaderships who 
are earnestly seeking a reinterpretation along more humane lines of previous judgments 
on the human rights of those who disagree with them on religious grounds. 


The Church of Jesus Christ was born and nurtured in a world where Christians were 
not only denied religious liberty, but in fact were deliberately and often ruthlessly 
persecuted. And persecutions were not confined to the Church’s infancy. Today, how- 
ever, Christians have to be concerned about more than their own religious liberty. Our 
concern must extend to the defence of the human rights and liberty of all — whether they 
profess other religions or no religion. We have to help find ways in which the common 
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humanity ofa pluralistic world can be expressed in societies which affirm the dignity and 
freedom of all human beings. 


WCC/CCIA Statement to the UN Commission on Human Rights on the Question of Missing 
and Disappeared Persons, 25 February 1980 (see summary under UNITED NATIONS) 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE RECEIVES STUDY PAPER ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, 
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, AUGUST 1980 


On the recommendation of the Unit II Committee, the Central Committee agreed to 
receive with appreciation the Study Paper on Religious Liberty submitted to the WCC 
Central Committee for information by the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs at the request of the WCC Executive Committee of September 1979, and 


a) commended it, along with the Executive Committee statement on Religious Liberty of 
September 1979, to the member churches of the WCC for careful study and reflection, 
with the request that they communicate to the CCIA the results of their own study, 
reflection, and experiences including that of living with other religious communities, 
for subsequent collation; . 


b) expressed its serious concern about the fact that work on a “Declaration on the 
Elimination of all Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination based on Religion or 
Belief’ within the UN Commission on Human Rights has proceeded very slowly 
indeed, and urges that this work be pursued more vigorously so that an acceptable 
Declaration can be completed without further delays; 


c) encouraged the WCC General Secretary to continue to respond with care and 
sensitivity to the expressed needs of churches in areas where they are experiencing 
difficulties as a result of an infringement of religious liberty, assuring him of the 
support and prayers of the whole ecumenical community; 


d 


—_ 


requested that the General Secretary continue to keep further developments in the 
issue of religious liberty under constant review and explore the possibility of raising 
this concern at the Assembly in the context of human rights. 


HUMAN RIGHTS ADVISORY GROUP, NOTE ON THE MEETINGS IN 
COPENHAGEN, DENMARK, 30 SEPTEMBER - 4 OCTOBER 1979, AND GLION, 
SWiTZERLAND, 2-7 MARCH 1981 


According to the recommendations and decisions of the Central Committee 1976 and 
the CCIA Commission meeting of 1977, an international Human Rights Advisory 
Group (HRAG) was appointed in the spring of 1978. Its membership was chosen by the 
CCIA on the basis of nominations presented by member churches, national and regional 
ecumenical bodies, and according to regional balances previously established by the 
WCC Central Committee. 
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Although the 25-member body was originally conceived to meet each year and report 
to the regular meetings of the CCIA, severe limitations in financial resources made this 
impossible. The HRAG met in Copenhagen, Denmark in October 1979 and in 
Glion,Switzerland in March 1981. Each of these meetings provided the occasion for 
sharing experiences and insights among a worldwide panel of experts in human rights, 
as well as highlighting the global dimensions of the problem. 


The Copenhagen meeting pleaded for an integrated approach to human rights, 
stressing the interdependence of individual and society and the interrelation between 
the universality of human rights and the concrete political conditions in which human 
societies live in a divided and conflictive existence. The Advisory Group reflected on the 
insufficient engagement of churches in human rights, and pointed to a dialectic between 
churches and human rights groups. Among the ways to break these barriers which stand 
in the way of a full implementation of human rights, the Advisory Group stressed the 
importance of education for human rights. Guidelines were also evolved with regard toa 
theological reflection on human rights. 


The Glion meeting attempted a first evaluation of the work of the WCC in human 
rights since the Nairobi Assembly, drew up suggestions as to how the human rights issues 
should become an integral part of preparations for the VIth Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches in Vancouver, and pointed to future tasks and priorities beyond the 
next Assembly. 


The Advisory Group stressed that there needs to be a fundamental examination and 
debate with regard to the impact of economic systems on human rights. Economic crises 
multiply at a rapid rate at the same time that the world’s resources dwindle and a number 
of those absolutely deprived of all means of subsistence continues to increase. Despite 
concerted efforts, little if any progress has been made towards the establishment of a new 
international economic order. Children and workers are the chief victims of the old 
order. Transnational corporations tend to defend the old order even in their current 
attempt to create their own new world orderin their own interests and in opposition to the 
goals of the NIEO. 


The Advisory Group furthermore pointed to the plight of refugees and migrants, who 
are forced to move because of economic conditions, or because of armed conflict or 
repressive political regimes. Environmental abuse, the arms race, and problems posed by 
new or uncontrolled technology are further examples of root causes of human rights 
violations. The rights of people and minorities to their culture and language, the 
continuation of colonial domination, the increasing political use of religion or religious 
revival, and the need for a new world information order have been underlined as 
appropriate topics for a further development of ecumenical strategies in the field of 
human rights. 


Yet despite the immense problems against which the churches must struggle, the 
result has not been despair. The struggle itself has brought new visions of community, of 
solidarity and consequently of determination in the face of seemingly impossible odds. 
The Human Rights Advisory Group made the following assessment : 


“Ten years after the WCC Central Committee decided to review and strengthen its 


policy and work on human rights, we can be thankful to God that the churches 
joined in the ecumenical fellowship have grown in their understanding of the 
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issues, in their ability to address the causes of violation, and have become more 
actively involved on the side of the victims. Yet we have reason to repent for our 
lack of faithfulness to the Gospel of justice, for our frequent blindness in the face 
of human suffering, for having lacked the faith to confront many of the injustices 
we do see, and for being too often unwilling to follow the way of the Cross of Him 
whom we confess as our One Lord and Saviour. 


“Violations of human rights stem sometimes from mere neglect or from an in- 
complete awareness of problems in society. More frequently, however, they result 
from unjust structures erected by those who wish to increase their own power and 
privilege. Seeking to defend their selfish interests, they violate the rights of whole 
nations, of groups within nations and of individuals; and they seek to divide 
peoples, groups and persons in order to weaken their ability to claim what is 
rightly theirs. 


“As the churches and groups of Christians have become more actively engaged in 
the defence of human rights, we have experienced this divisiveness in our own 
midst. We are in need of the mediation of the Spirit to reconcile us and to 
strengthen our unity as we seek to be faithful to the demands of the Gospel. At the 
same time, though, we have seen how work for human rights can forge new bonds 
of unity within and between the churches, and with people of other faiths or those 
motivated by secular inspiration whom we encounter in the struggle for justice... 


“We need now to redouble our efforts, to strengthen our unity to this end, and to 
give support to those engaged in the struggle for human rights. We must promote 
new, more creative approaches to problems which grow ever more complex and 
resistant to traditional solutions. Despite our and others’ efforts to defend human 
rights, violations have become more widespread and often more terrible. We 
believe that the issues raised, the guidelines established and the recommendations 
made by the WCC Vth Assembly remain a valid challenge to the churches and a 
solid basis for their actions.” 


REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS TO THE UNIT COMMITTEE II, CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, JULY 1982 


The report outlines WCC human rights activities since the Fifth Assembly in 
Nairobi, 1975. The Assembly itself, the report indicates, took significant steps forward in 
its understanding of human rights, under the section on Structures of Injustice and 
Struggles for Liberation. It proposed an ecumenical catalogue of human rights. 


Following the Assembly, there was a search for appropriate instrumentalities for the 
effective implementation of human rights among member churches. The WCC Central 
Committee, Jamaica 1979 underlined the responsibility of local, national and regional 
church bodies for human rights work in their own areas, combined with an international 
ecumenical solidarity among churches in the ecumenical movement. The WCC 
responsibility, the report stresses, is to stimulate churches in each region to take seriously 
the human rights aspects of a variety of church concerns, to draw the attention of 
churches to human rights problems in their own region of which they may not be aware, 
and to assist churches and church agencies to fulfil these responsibilities. It acts as a link 
among churches through meetings, studies and concrete actions. 
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By far the most dramatic development since the Nairobi Assembly in the field of 
human rights has been the intensified engagement of churches and Christian groups in 
countries of Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean, the Pacific and the Middle East, 
where repression has grown in many cases. Often the church has remained a last 
remaining base of protest and protection against violations of human rights. This 
renewal of the church is seen by some as a threat, and the incidence of harassment, arrest, 
disappearance and assassination of Christians who have witnessed in word and act to 
the needs of the oppressed has increased alarmingly. Churches and individual 
Christians more and more frequently become the direct targets of official government, 
military and para-military repression. 


Encouraged by the human rights emphasis of the WCC and stimulated by the 
programmes of the CCIA, many national and local instruments of the churches for 
concrete work in the field of human rights have been created. Many national church 
bodies have during the period following the Nairobi Assembly appointed staff persons 
for committees or advisory groups with exclusive responsibility in the area of human 
rights. At present, all regional councils or conferences of churches have major human 
rights programmes, in most cases involving full-time staff. 


These activities have evolved a qualitatively new dynamic in church relations, 
creating new constituencies for the ecumenical movement, but also creating new 
tensions, both within and among churches. Human rights activities have a dynamic of 
their own which at times conflicts with the priorities and momentum of the church as a 
whole. At times, churches are unwilling or unable to pay the political or social costs 
extracted by the human rights struggle. The paradox that human rights activities create 
both unity and division needs to be taken more seriously by the ecumenical community. 


The growing programmatic involvement of churches in the field of human rights has 
shaped the programmatic response of the WCC. Since the Nairobi Assembly, many 
programme sub-units have highlighted human rights aspects of their ongoing work or 
taken them up as a part of programme focus. Types of activities include the support of 
churches, groups and networks engaged concretely in the struggle for human rights, the 
mobilization of the churches’ resources to combat violations of human rights in various 
parts of the world, serving as a communications centre and information-gathering and 
disseminating body, and awareness-building and education on human rights. 


The report highlights the human rights work undertaken by various units and sub- 
units of the WCC, including the Human Rights Resources Office for Latin America, the 
Programme to Combat Racism and the CCIA. It indicates the progress made in the 
Churches’ Human Rights Programme for the Implementation of the Helsinki Final Act, which 
was initiated through the work of the CCIA in 1977. 


The CCIA itself has undertaken study and action on a number of specific areas, as 
reflected in other parts of this volume. Particular attention was given to continuing work 
on the problem of torture, disappearances and extrajudicial executions, on the relation- 
ship between militarism and human rights, on religious liberty and on theological 
reflection on human rights. 


Five regional consultations were held to look at linkages between human rights and 
other issues such as the arms race and economic questions. Extensive publication 
activities were undertaken in the period (see page 184 ). The Human Rights Advisory 
Group held two international meetings on which there is a separate report on page 26. 
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON EXTRAJUDICIAL EXECUTIONS, 
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, JULY 1982 


1. Since the 1977 Central Committee Statement on Torture, the incidence of torture 
has increased even further, and other violent practices have been added to the list of 
inhuman atrocities. Among these, none is more flagrant, degrading and irreversible than 
extrajudicial executions: the unlawful and deliberate extinction of life outside any 
judicial process and in denial of the protection of the law, carried out by order of a 
government, with its consent, or in complicity or collusion with government officials. 


2. The WCC Statement on Torture recalled the biblical judgement “that the light has 
come into the world, and men loved darkness more than light, because their deeds were 
evil. For everyone who does evil hates the light, lest his deeds be exposed” (John 3: 19-20). 
It urged churches and Christians to expose the incidence of torture and other such in- 
human practices. 


3. The VIth Assembly of the WCC, to meet in Vancouver, Canada, in 1983 has as its 
theme “Jesus Christ — the Life of the World”. This theme affirms God’s gift of life which 
is entrusted to our care and nurture, to be lived fully in unity with all those who share this 
precious gift and therefore in respect of the ruie of law in defence of justice. It is life lived 
in Christ which unites us in prayer and active solidarity with all those whose lives are 
threatened by the forces of death in our world. 


4. These types of killings have reached such proportions in many parts of the world 
that they escape comprehension. The phenomenon goes by different names in different 
countries. Euphemisms such as “encounter” or “salvaging” have been coined to mask 
political assassinations. Summary executions are closely related. The alarming 
phenomenon of “disappearances” is widely used to accomplish extrajudicial executions, 
adding agonizing doubt for family members who are often denied even the tragic relief of 
knowing that their loved ones are in fact dead. 


5. All politically motivated killings, whether or not carried out by governments 
directly or by individuals, groups or organizations are reprehensible and deserve the 
strongest condemnation. But what makes extrajudicial executions so scandalous is the 
culpability of authoritative organs of government, whose rightful task is the protection of 
all its citizens. Governments have a responsibility to prevent killings, to investigate fully 
the crimes and bring those who perpetrate them to justice. Their failure to protect, 
investigate and prosecute tends to show their complicity. 


6. Extrajudicial executions are carried out by regular military and police forces, by 
special paramilitary units, by “death squads” or by hired assassins operating with 
impunity. Some governments even commit extrajudicial executions outside their own 
boundaries at times in complicity with the government of the victim’s country of asylum 
or residence. These practices often result from the suspension of constitutional rights, a 
weakening of the independence of the judiciary, introduction of special legislative 
enactments, intimidation of witnesses, suppression of evidence and failure to act upon 
the results of independent investigations. 


7. Governments often rationalize these practices, citing the threat posed by 
“insurgents” (political, social, racial), the need to consolidate power after a change of 
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regime or to establish law and order in volatile political situations. Rationalizations also 
include the need to maintain foreign military bases, to maintain or extend global 
strategic advantage, or to defend the interests and provide security for the foreign 
operations of transnational corporations. Contributing factors include the transfer of 
certain forms of military technology and training, ideological indoctrination of police 
and military and the militarization of government, economic and social institutions. 


8. Targets of extrajudicial executions are individuals, groups or political, ethnic or 
racial populations. Popular leaders who emerge from the exploited sectors of society, 
from territories or nations seeking independence, or from subordinated ethnic, racial or 
religious groups, are frequent victims. The killing of families is often used to frighten and 
intimidate potential activists. Among the most universally vicious acts is the “dis- 
appearance” of children in alarming numbers. In many instances the targets are 
professional groups such as lawyers, judges, journalists, intellectuals and clergy, who 
defend the rights of victims of government terror or who oppose government policies. 


9. Governments usually seek to cover up extrajudicial executions by denying the 
fact of killings, attributing them to opposition forces, or explaining them as the result of 
armed encounters with government forces, attempts by victims to escape, accidents or 
suicides. The true magnitude of such crimes is often unknown to the international 
community before it reaches proportions which will damage entire societies for 
generations to come. 


10. The term “extrajudicial executions” is new for international law, and may have 
limited applicability in particular situations. Nevertheless, the phenomenon requires the 
urgent attention of the churches because of its widespread occurrence and its abhorrent 
character. The churches must do together what many already done alone: become 
witnesses to life in thé midst of the demonic forces of death. 


11. In the light of these considerations, the Central Committee meeting in Geneva, 
19-28 July 1982: 


a) deplores the growing incidence of extrajudicial executions; 


b) condemns the unlawful and deliberate killings and disappearances carried out by or 
with the complicity of governments as indefensible under any circumstances; 


c) considers extrajudicial executions an abhorrent crime against humanity for which 
governments and their agents must be accountable under domestic and inter- 
national law, 


d) considers it the duty of all governments to take appropriate legislative, executive and 
judicial measures to bring those directly or indirectly responsible to justice, and to 
consider favourably well-grounded requests for extradition of persons accused of 
such crimes wherever they may be; 


e) welcomes the role played by national and international mechanisms and organizations 
as well as by concerned persons and groups in the documentation and investigation 
of this phenomenon; and 


f) | welcomes the increased attention given by the United Nations especially as reflected 
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e) 
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h) 


i) 


j) 


k) 
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in the decision of the 1982 session of the UN Commission on Human Rights to 
appoint a special rapporteur to examine questions related to this phenomenon. 


12. The Central Committee urges the member churches and individual Christians to: 


encourage and engage in human rights education, placing emphasis on the 
principle that extrajudicial executions cannot be justified under any circumstances; 


promote activities which will lead to a better understanding among the public 
regarding preventive measures against extrajudicial executions, such as early 
warning and alert systems already in effect for torture and disappearances; 


render support and protection for local human rights organizations and other 
bodies whose activities include the monitoring of extrajudicial executions; 


challenge governments’ attempts to rationalize and legitimize extrajudicial 
executions; 


encourage the elaboration of guidelines for establishing whether a government has 
investigated sufficiently and in good faith reports of killings; 


encourage governments to permit independent investigations on their territories 
and to use their diplomatic channels for fact-finding and pressure elsewhere; 


seek appropriate ways to strengthen or cooperate with the existing national and 
international mechanisms for investigation, reporting and good offices, as well as 
other forms of speedy intervention; 


continue and intensify their efforts to cause their governments to ratify the Inter- 
national Covenants on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and on Civil and 
Political Rights adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, 16 December 
1966. Attention of governments should be called to the importance of ratifying 
specifically Article 41 of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, by which a state 
can express its willingness to allow other nations to raise questions, through a 
careful procedure, about its compliance with the provisions of this Covenant 


study and seek the application at all levels of governments of the “Standard 
Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners” adopted on 30 August 1955, by the 
First United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of 
Offenders, in view of the fact that many extrajudicial executions occur during 
imprisonment 


seek to ensure the compliance of their governments with the provisions of these 
important international instruments, recognizing that while the Declarations are 
not legally binding, they do represent a large international consensus and carry very 
substantial moral weight; 


urge their governments to cooperate with current UN efforts to examine the 
phenomenon of extrajudicial executions and to assist the Special Rapporteur of the 
UN Commission on Human Rights on “Summary and Arbitrary Executions” in his 
mandate “to submit a comprehensive report on the occurrences and extent of the 


practice of such executions together with his conclusions and recommendations” 
by February 1983; 


1) strengthen their cooperation with the Working Group on Involuntary and 
Enforced Disappearances established by the UN Commission on Human Rights 
and to seek a renewal of its mandate beyond 1983; and 


m) encourage and collaborate with others’ initiatives to establish an international 


strategy to eliminate extrajudicial executions and to create effective international 
machinery to ban such executions. 


WCC/CCIA Submission to the UN Centre for Human Rights of Central Committee Statement 
on Extrajudicial Executions, 10 August 1982 
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MILITARISM, DISARMAMENT AND THE ARMS 
RACE 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE RECEIVES REPORT ON THE PROGRAMME ON 
MILITARISM AND THE ARMAMENTS RACE, KINGSTON, JAMAICA, 
JANUARY 1979 


1) 


2 


— 


3) 


The Central Committee agreed to 


receive the “Report”, commending the Unit on Justice and Service, and the CCIA 
where this programme has been located, for the work done so far; 


commend the Report on the Programme on Militarism and the Armaments Race and 
the Reports of the Consultation on Militarism and the Conference on Disarmament 
to the churches for study and action; 


adopt the recommendations as follows : 


a) 


b) 


c) 


d) 


e) 


that this programme of the Unit on Justice and Service be pursued as a matter of 
highest priority to the WCC, the churches and the world; 


that given the need not only to denounce militarism and the arms race, but to 
develop positive alternatives to the present, destructive system, this programme 
be called: Programme for Disarmament and against Militarism and the Arms Race; 


that in the light of the extreme urgency of the issues involved in the programme, 
the churches be urged to review carefully their financial priorities and to provide 
funding to insure the budget of the programme, that the staff service for this unit- 
wide programme be undertaken through realignment of existing staff of sub- 
units with the administrative responsibility for the programme to continue in 
CCIA, and that the securing of the funding of any budget deficit be undertaken 
through the efforts of all of the sub-units together; 


that in pursuing this programme, the WCC and the churches take care to listen 
to the experience of the victims of militarism as basis from which to build an 
action programme and pledge themselves to create and support those structures 
and mechanisms by which disarmament can be sought boldly and imaginatively; 


that the programme should continue to be carried out by the Programme Unit 


on Justice and Service through the Staff Advisory Group it has created for this 
purpose. Special responsibility for the programme should remain with the 
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g) 


h) 


i) 


j) 


k) 


I) 


m) 


Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, and close cooperation 
on related issues should obtain with other WCC sub-units, like Church and 
Society, some of whom should give special emphasis in their programmes based 
on the insights and perspectives gained from the Consultation on Militarism 
and the Conference on Disarmament; 


that the programme be seen as well in the broad context of the programme 
emphasis on the Just, Participatory and Sustainable Society, and that its 
Advisory Group seek to incorporate these concerns in its work; 


that the programme should stimulate further studies, including case studies on 
the various aspects of militarism and make them available to the churches; 


that the immediate emphasis of the programme should be on dissemination of 
information on the issues in such a way as to stimulate discussion and action by 
the churches at local, national and regional levels; 


that the experiences, insights, concerns and action models of the churches and 
other groups working on these issues be collected and shared broadly; 


that the WCC seek to support and strengthen churches and groups working on 
these concerns in their mobilisation, information and action efforts, and to 
relate to other ecumenical, religious and secular organizations who share these 
concerns; 


that the WCC encourage further exploration and continuing implementation of 
the report on “Violence and Non-Violence and the Struggle for Social Justice”, 
paying serious attention to the rights of conscientious objectors and the need to 
promote models of peaceful resolution of conflicts; 


that the churches initiate or intensify their efforts to identify and analyse 
expressions and manifestations of militarism in their particular contexts and 
develop programmes to counter them. Some churches have already taken 
important steps in this direction. The churches should seek to develop further 
their fellowship through supporting and sustaining one another in this field; 


that the churches study with care the reports of the Consultation on Militarism 
and of the Conference on Disarmament, which contain important detailed 
recommendations for action. Among them, special attention is drawn to: 


i the need for concerted attention to be given to nuclear disarmament, 
especially in nuclear-weapons producing countries; 


ii the need for investigation into church investments in arms-producing and 
related industries; 


iii. the militarization of the educational system, and the need to make critical 
analyses of education policies, curricula and materials, including those of 
religious education; 


iv. the need to expose the obnoxious and increasingly frequent holding of so- 


Vi. 


Vil. 


Vili. 


called arms bazaars and particular arms deals, especially the flourishing 
trade in weapons, instruments and methodology for torture; 


the ways in which the arms trade exacerbates internal repression in a large 
number of countries; 


the need to investigate more thoroughly the important role played by 
transnational corporations, both directly and indirectly in the militarization 
of societies and the trade in arms; 


the need for more thorough theological reflection, especially on the 
question raised in the two reports; 


the need for further study on the relationships between militarism and the 
arms race, and development; 


the need for further study and action on the perverted concepts of the 
Doctrine of National Security; 


the need for further research on the ways in which military research and 
development is absorbing the world’s most highly qualified scientists and 
dangerously distorting world social and technological priorities. 


that the churches press on their governments the concerns contained in these 
two reports in efforts to influence the position they will represent at the 
important international meetings on disarmament now scheduled. These 
include : 


the UN Disarmament Committee, whose first meeting is to be held in 
Geneva in January 1979; 


the UN Disarmament Commission, whose next meeting will be held in 
New York, 14 May - 14 June 1979; 


the UN Conference on Prohibitions or Restrictions of the Use of Certain 
Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious 
or to Have Harmful Effects, to be held in Geneva, 10-28 September 1979; 


the Second Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference, scheduled for 
1980; 


the UNESCO World Conference on Disarmament Education, scheduled 
for 1980; 


the Second Special Session on Disarmament of the UN General Assembly 
to be held in 1982, with preparatory committee meetings to begin in 1980. 


The CCIA should aid the churches through provision of materials on these 
meetings and by gathering their views for ecumenical representations to the 
United Nations. 
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0) that the churches continue the practice of worldwide intercessions for peace and 
disarmament begun in 1978 as a regular part of the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON THREATS TO PEACE, 
LIEBFRAUENBERG, FRANCE, FEBRUARY 1980 


1. The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches meeting in 
February 1980 at Liebfrauenberg, Woerth, France, gave-attention to the disturbing trends 
and developments in international relations, including a sharp deterioration in the 
relation between the USA and the USSR and the growing threats to peace. Several 
member churches have already expressed their concern over the matter. 


2. The Executive Committee recalls that through the document “Threats to 
Survival” and “Economic Threats to Peace” received by the 1974 Central Committee and 
the statement made by the Central Committee in January 1979 in adopting the Pro- 
gramme for Disarmament and against Militarism and the Arms Race, the WCC has al- 
ready emphasized the. global character of the various threats to peace and therefore 
underlines the need to see the different new developments within the larger context. 


3. The present tensions need to be seen in the context of profound changes in the 
power relations among nations. Increasing world poverty, exacerbated by an arms race 
of almost unbelievable proportions, and energy crisis with heightened concern to control 
oil fields constitute continuing threats to world peace. 


4. The Executive Committee recognizes that new threats which heighten possibilities 
of war in certain regions should be seen along with the fact that during the period after the 
Second World War, more than one hundred wars, many of them fuelled by conflicts of 
major powers, have claimed the lives of millions of people in the developing regions and 
that several such military conflicts still continue. These may further escalate in the 
context of the deterioration in the relations between the two superpowers, with very high 
rate of escalation of arms race and race for military bases in these areas. Mention may be 
made of South-East Asia, especially Indochina, South Asia, Indian Ocean, Middle East 
and Iran, and Southern Africa. 


5. The Executive Committee, recognizing that no single event should be seen in 
isolation and drawing the attention of the churches to a number of developments that 
have cumulatively contributed to the new situation that the world faces at the beginning 
of the eighties, expresses its serious concern about: 


i) The military action by USSR in Afghanistan as constituting the latest direct, armed 
intervention in one country by another. This has heightened tension especially in 
and around the area of this development 


ii) The alarming frequency with which traditionally respected international laws are 
flouted. The number of armed interventions by foreign powers substantially 
increased in 1979. 


iii) The decision of the NATO countries to deploy more than 500 “theatre nuclear 
weapons’ in Europe, representing attempts at counter-force capability. 
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iv) The growing delusion that any nuclear war — albeit “limited” or “contained” — can 
be fought and won which needs to be countered and condemned in the strongest 
terms. 


v) The worsening of the economic relations between developed and developing 
nations, and the military undergirding of the economic domination of the majority 
of countries by a few major powers. 


vi) Tendencies on the part of certain nations to be militarily the most powerful have 
created a new sense of insecurity in other nations. 


vii) Religious factors which in some regions have had a negative impact heightening 
tension. 


6. The Executive Committee believes that the present situation poses a serious 
challenge to the churches in their witness for peace. As the CCIA report to the Central 
Committee in 1979 stated, “The peace we seek is a‘warm peace’, not merely the absence of 
war, but a peace best defined in the Biblical word ‘shalom’ which expresses a positive 
state of justice, mutual respect for differences, welfare, health, security and a community 
embracing all humanity, in which there is loving concern for all.” The ecumenical fellow- 
ship should put its bridge-building capability to the utmost use. Therefore, the churches 
should take initiatives to inject a note of sanity and sobriety into an atmosphere charged 
with tension, fear, irrationality and mutual distrust 


7. The churches must speak out against the tendency to resume the perilous tactics 
of brinkmanship. Claims by any nation to become the strongest at any cost should be 
deplored. The churches should make clear in no uncertain terms that perspectives of 
foreign policy can no longer be seen in terms of “liquidating the enemy” (be it politically, 
militarily or through economic and cultural pressure). Peace requires willingness on the 
part of differing political and social systems to coexist and cooperate with each other. 
The churches have also the responsibility to call attention to the root causes of war, 
mainly to economic injustice, oppression and exploitation and to consequences of 
increasing tension including further restriction on human rights. 


8. The Executive Committee calls upon the member churches: 
i) to intensify their engagement in efforts for peace and to collaborate with others 
working for peace in mobilising public opinion and promoting education and 


actions for peace; 


li) to examine critically national policies and to challenge them if seen to be 
contributing to the increase of international tensions; 


iii) to follow up urgently recommendations made by the Central Committee in 1979 
under the Programme for Disarmament and against Militarism and the Arms Race; 


iv) to initiate and encourage innovative measures for peaceful resolutions of conflicts. 
9. The Executive Committee appeals to all people of good will and to political 


leaders : 
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i) to avoid actions and policies that would further increase international tensions; 


ii) to continue and promote détente and to resume negotiations on arms limitations 
including SALT; 


iii) to strengthen the instruments and promote possibilities within the UN system and 
regional organizations for confidence building measures and peaceful settlement 
of disputes; 


iv) to take active steps for the de-escalation of regional conflicts and for their peaceful 
settlement 


10. Christians who put their trust on the Lord of history should be bearers of the light 
of hope amidst the prevailing gloom of despondency. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ENDORSES RESOLUTION ON SCIENCE FOR 
PEACE, LIEBFRAUENBERG, FRANCE, FEBRUARY 1980 


The Executive Committee received with interest a preliminary report from Metropo- 
litan Gregorios, Moderator of the sub-unit on Church and Society, and from Paul 
Abrecht, its Director, on the World Conference on Faith, Science and the Future held at 
MIT, Boston, Mass., USA, July 12-24, 1979. There was discussion of the Conference 
findings on such matters as the Science-Faith debate; the dialogue with other religious 
about science; the contribution to the ecumenical discussion of JPSS, and the plans for 
the follow-up of the Conference. In the light of this discussion, the Executive Committee 
took the following actions : 


iL endorsed the Conference resolution on Science for Peace (see below) and commended 
it to the churches for study and appropriate action, and also authorized the General 
Secretary to send the resolution to scientific organizations and governments, 
informing them of the action of the Conference and inviting them to join in 
supportive actions. 


SCIENCE FOR PEACE 
A Resolution on Nuclear Disarmament 


We, scientists, engineers, theologians and members of Christian churches from all 
parts of the world, participants in the WCC Conference on Faith, Science and the Future, 
now meeting at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, acknowledge with penitence 
the part played by science in the development of weapons of mass destruction and the 
failure of the churches to oppose it, and now plead with the nations of the world for the 
reduction and eventual abolition of such weapons. 


WHEREAS : 

- the arsenals of tens of thousands of nuclear weapons already constitute a grave peril 
to humankind; 

- sharp changes by the super-powers towards a counterforce strategy are so destabilizing 
that sober scientists estimate a nuclear holocaust is probable before the end of the 
century; 


there is widespread ignorance of the horrible experience of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
and the even greater implications of limited or global nuclear war with current and 
projected nuclear weapons; 

we are profoundly disturbed by the willingness of some scientists, engineers and 
corporations, with the backing of governments, to pursue profit and prestige in 
weapons development at the risk of an unparalleled destruction of human life; 
the waste of the increasingly scarce materials and energy resources of the world on the 
instruments of war means further deprivation of the poor whom we are commanded 
to serve; 

we grieve that so many of the most able scientists, especially the young ones, are 
seduced away from the nobler aspirations of science into the unwitting service of 
mutual destruction; 

in a time of radical readjustment of the world economy the intolerable burden of the 
nuclear arms race creates worldwide economic problems; 


AND BECAUSE WE BELIEVE: 


that God made us and all creation; 

that He requires us to seek peace, justice and freedom, creating a world where none 
need fear and every life is sacred; 

that with His grace no work of faith, hope and love need seem too hard for those who 
trust him; 


WE NOW CALL UPON: 


all member communions of the WCC and all sister churches sending official 
observers, and through them each individual church and congregation; 

our fellow religionists and believers in other cultures, whether Hindu, Jewish, 
Buddhist or Muslim, and our Marxist colleagues; 

the science and engineering community, especially those engaged in research and 
development, together with professional scientific associations and trade unions; 
the governments of all nations and especially the nuclear powers; 

all concerned citizens of the world; 


TO EMBARK IMMEDIATELY ON THE FOLLOWING TASKS : 


to support and implement the WCC Programme on Disarmament and Against 
Militarism and the Arms Race, and give special emphasis to issues related to military 
technology and its conversion to peaceful uses; 

to welcome and give practical support to the initiatives by the UN and its special 
agencies on disarmament, which affirm the right of all nations to participate in the 
effort to solve these global problems; 

to press for the full implementation of SALT IL, to work without delay for the 
reduction of nuclear weapons through SALT III, and to complete at long last a 
comprehensive test ban, all of which are urgent and necessary steps in making the 
Non-Proliferation Treaty effective; 

to stop the development and production of new forms and systems of nuclear 
weapons; 

while welcoming the exchange of scientific and technical information made possible 
through the Pugwash Conferences, other international scientific conferences, and 
the SALT process, to press for further exchanges of information as a means of 
reducing international mistrust; 

to educate and raise the consciousness of every constituency to the realities of nuclear 
war in such a way that people cease to avoid it as an issue too big to handle; in 
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particular we recommend the formation of local study groups on the dangers of 
nuclear war and approaches to disarmament; 

- touse every available means to restore confidence in the sisterhood and brotherhood 
of all, to remove fear and suspicion, to oppose hate-mongering and militarism, and to 
undo the policies of any with a vested interest in war; 

- to prepare local and national programmes for the conversion to civilian use of 
laboratories and factories related to military research and production, and to provide 
for the retraining and re-employment of those who work in them; 

- to resolve never again to allow science and technology to threaten the destruction of 
human life, and to accept the God-given task of using SCIENCE FOR PEACE. 


CCIA COMMISSION STATEMENT ON EFFORTS FOR PEACE, LARNACA, 
CYPRUS, FEBRUARY 1980 


The delicate “balance of deterrence” in East-West relations, which came into being in 
the fifties between the two major nuclear powers and their respective allies, cannot be 
maintained much longer. 


This balance has been based on a reliance on armed force which is contrary to the 
ideas of peace and brotherhood as revealed to humankind through the Gospel, and thus 
is sinful in itself. 


Nevertheless, by the Grace of God, humankind has had the opportunity during these 
years to reshape its international relations in a fashion which would allow for the 
establishment of a firmer basis for peace. 


Indeed, the signing in 1975 of the Helsinki Final Act was a sign of hope. Its ten 
principles, interrelated, were and still are of utmost importance for the creation of a 
climate of mutual trust It is important also to note that the countries concerned have 
made a beginning in the implementation of these principles. 


However, recent developments, including a sharp deterioration in the relations 
between the USA and the USSR and the increasing involvement of the two great powers 
in other regions of the world, reveal a trend towards the end of this period of grace. 

The CCIA, in session at Larnaca, Cyprus, 25-29 February 1980 wishes to emphasize 
the need for appeals to the governments of the Helsinki Final Act on Security and Co- 
operation in Europe: 


- to maintain and reinforce their dialogue and to ensure that under no circumstances 
the dialogue will be interrupted; 


- to use all their power of imagination in restoring a climate of mutual trust; 


- to prepare thoroughly for and to participate constructively in the CSCE Review 
Conference which begins in November this year in Madrid; 


- in particular, to make new efforts in the field of control and reduction of armaments 
and reopen the negotiations about the nuclear arms race which is now taking place. 
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It is the responsibility of all governments concerned to make use of the available 
channels, in particular on the process engaged upon in Helsinki, for pursuing the 
dialogue and making it more fruitful than has been the case in the past. Peace requires 
willingness on the part of differing political and social systems to coexist and cooperate 
with each other. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT, 
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, AUGUST 1980 


The Central Committee heard the message from the Melbourne Conference which 
spoke of the “clouds of nuclear threat and annihilation” and that from the Conference on 
Faith, Science and the Future which reminded it that the gravest danger that humanity 
faces today is a nuclear holocaust. It is with a great sense of urgency that the Central 
Committee makes this statement. 


Developments in the recent period have brought the world closer to the brink of a 
nuclear war. Unless the present trends are reversed or immediately halted, a nuclear war 
is now a distinct possibility. Many scientists are convinced that in the past year the hands 
of the clock have moved closer to the midnight of nuclear war. 


The tension between the USA and the USSR has increased. They have each 
developed and continue to develop new generations of ever-more devastating nuclear 
weapons. The dangers inherent in the deployment of these weapons within Europe have 
been heightened by the NATO decision to base new missiles possessing counterforce 
qualities and exceptional accuracy. 


In August 1980 the United States officially announced a new policy which 
contemplates a “limited” nuclear war. This has further raised the anxieties about a 
nuclear holocaust. The current weapon programme of the major powers, if not stopped, 
will pull the nuclear trip-wire tighter. The development of “nuclear war-fighting 
capabilities” will increase the hair-trigger readiness for massive nuclear exchange at a 
time when political tensions are increasing all over the world. 


Many years ago the USA, the UK and the USSR agreed to negotiate a treaty banning 
all nuclear tests. Regrettably no draft of such a comprehensive test ban treaty has been 
presented. Neither China nor France has indicated willingness to enter into such an 
agreement. 


The deliberations at the Second Review Conference on the Non-Proliferation Treaty 
currently being held in Geneva have highlighted the fact that the nuclear weapon states 
which have signed the treaty have failed to fulfil their obligations under the treaty to start 
nuclear disarmament, thus undermining the credibility of the non-proliferation regime. 


The Central Committee urges all nuclear powers to: 
a) freeze immediately all further testing, production and deployment of nuclear 


weapons and of missiles and new aircraft designed primarily to deliver nuclear 
weapons; 
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b) start immediately discussions with a view to making agreements not to enhance the 
existing nuclear potentials and progressively reducing the overall number of nuclear 
weapons and a speedy conclusion of a comprehensive test ban treaty. 


The Central Committee also urges an early ratification of the SALT II agreement. 


In view of the possibility of nuclear war, the Central Committee urges the Madrid 
Conference (on European Security and Cooperation) to decide to start negotiations on 
nuclear disarmament. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE ADOPTS GUIDELINES FOR ACTION ON NUCLEAR 
DISARMAMENT, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, AUGUST 1980 


1. Inadoptingthe Programme for Disarmament and against Militarism and the Arms 
Race, the Central Committee in January 1979 gave high priority to the issue of nuclear 
disarmament. The report from the Working Committee on Church and Society, 
following up the Science for Peace Resolution from the Conference on Faith, Science 
and the Future, has called for a “more striking style and high visibility programme’. The 
Central Committee therefore urges member churches of the WCC to alert people in their 
countries to the urgency of the threat of nuclear war and to launch priority programmes 
of church action in opposition to the nuclear arms race. 


2. The Central Committee requests Church and Society and CCIA to arrange 
jointly an International Public Hearing on the current threat to world peace with special 
focus on the increased danger of nuclear war, where authoritative witnesses can be cross- 
examined in an effort to assess the present situation; 


encourages CCIA to continue its efforts to contribute to broad public education 
regarding the present danger of nuclear war; 


requests Church and Society to make approaches to bodies representative of the 
scientific community, its learned societies and institutions at international and national 
levels to discuss further the nuclear threat to peace and the role of science in bringing it to 
an end. 


3. The Central Committee requests the General Secretary to set up a panel of 
leading scientists, statesmen, military experts committed to peace, and religious leaders 
to advise the WCC and the churches on issues related to nuclear disarmament, and to 
explore the possibility of having a World Day of Prayer and Action in opposition to 
nuclear war in cooperation with the Roman Catholic Church, other Christian 
organizations and other religions. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON THREATS TO PEACE, GENEVA, 
SWITZERLAND, AUGUST 1980 


The WCC Central Committee, in the light of the statement “Threats to Peace” 
adopted by the Executive Committee of the WCC in Liebfrauenberg, France, in 
February 1980, expresses its continuing concern regarding prevailing threats to peace, 
including those mentioned in the statement, and urges that peaceful solutions be sought 
through negotiations involving the participation of all parties concerned and with all 
states observing the principles of sovereign equality, mutual security, territorial integrity, 
respect for the lawful interests of each party, and non-interference in the internal affairs 
of other countries. 


The Central Committee again calls upon the member churches : 


1. to intensify their engagement in efforts for peace and to collaborate with others 
working for peace in mobilizing public opinion and promoting education and 
actions for peace; 


2. to examine critically national policies and to challenge them if seen to be 
contributing to the increase of international tensions; 


3. to follow up urgently recommendations made by the Central Committee in 1979 
under the Programme for Disarmament and against Militarism and the Arms Race; 


4. to initiate and encourage innovative measures for peaceful resolutions of conflicts. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON INCREASED THREATS TO PEACE 
AND THE TASKS FOR THE CHURCHES, DRESDEN, GDR, AUGUST 1981 


1. The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches in August 1980 
expressed its concern that “the gravest danger that humanity faces today is a nuclear 
holocaust.” The Central Committee, meeting in Dresden in August 1981, painfully aware 
of the devastation caused by bombing during World War II as tragically evidenced in this 
city and the continuing need to curb violence as a means of resolving international 
conflict, notes that international relations have deteriorated during the past year and 
have become even more dangerous. There has been intensification of tension and the 
emergence of disquieting trends : 


a) Concerted attempts to make acceptable new strategies concerning the feasibility 
of nuclear war, and tendencies to consider the possibility of a limited nuclear 
conflict in which victory is assumed to be possible. In particular we are disturbed 
by the development and production in various countries of new dehumanizing 
weapons. The neutron weapon is the most recent and obvious example. It is a 
tremendous threat because it makes the use of nuclear weapons more likely, even 
against less developed countries. It is a further incentive to escalate the arms race 
and therefore makes disarmament negotiations more difficult. Even at this stage 
we urge that the manufacture of this and any other such weapons be stopped, that 
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b) 


C) 


d) 


e) 


pa 


those already produced be eliminated and that no other nation decide to 
manufacture them; 


the inability, so far, to reach a positive conclusion to the post-Helsinki talks in 
Madrid on European Security and Cooperation reflects a deterioration in East- 
West relations which constitutes a setback to détente and a further obstacle to 
disarmament; 


the continuation of violent conflicts in areas mentioned in earlier statements of 
the Central Committee; 


the worsening economic crisis throughout the world with graver consequences for 
the poor nations resulting in tensions within and among nations; 


the continuing stalemate in the North-South discussions on global economic 
issues leading to confrontation and the reduction in aid to developing nations in 
contrast with the scandalous increase of expenditures on the arms race. 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, recognizing that 


urgent steps are needed for the prevention of a nuclear war and for the de-escalation of 
regional conflicts, appeals to all political leaders in the following terms : 
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a) 


b) 


c) 


d) 


e) 


3. 


The leaders of the two military blocs should meet at the earliest possible time to 
begin serious negotiations aimed at disarmament, both nuclear and conventional. 
To facilitate this process they and other national leaders should consider what 
unilateral steps for disarmament could responsibly be taken; 


the peace-keeping machinery of the United Nations and of regional organizations 
should be strengthened in the interest of confidence building and the settlement 
of disputes. Existing disarmament negotiations should be reactivated and 
intensified; 


in order to ease tension and build confidence among the nations, the nuclear 
powers should jointly propose a resolution in the United Nations Security 
Council which would give guarantees to countries which decide to create nuclear 
free zones that these will be fully respected; 


adequate preparation at national and international levels to ensure the success of 
the Second Special Session on Disarmament of the United Nations General 
Assembly scheduled for mid-1982 is of the greatest importance; 


the widening economic gulf between developed and developing countries under- 
mines confidence and is a threat to peace and cooperation. The industrialized 
nations should fulfil the United Nations goal for international development 
assistance and should start to negotiate in good faith for a more just relationship 
between the North and the South; 


the rights of people everywhere to seek changes in social, economic and political 
exploitative and unjust conditions must be supported. 


The Central Committee has in the past recommended to the churches a number 


of concrete actions for disarmament and against militarism and the arms race. In the 
light of the current, most dangerous situation, the Central Committee: 


a) 


b) 


c) 


d) 


e) 


Reaffirms the tasks and responsibilities of the churches in the context of the 
present exposure of humankind to the unprecedented risk of terrible and perhaps 
irreparable destruction; 


emphasizes the need to state more clearly the basis of involvement in the issues of 
war and peace in the context of the struggle for justice; 


emphasizes also the need to articulate the concerns for peace in clear, basic firm 
affirmations; 


calls upon the churches now to: 


1) challenge the military and militaristic policies that lead to disastrous 
distortions of foreign policy sapping the capacity of the nations of the world to 
deal with pressing economic and social problems which have become a 
paramount political issue of our times; 


2) counter the trend to characterize those of other nations and ideologies as the 
“enemy” through the promotion of hatred and prejudice; 


3) assist in de-mythologizing current doctrines of national security and elaborate 
new concepts of security based on justice and the rights of peoples; 


4) grapple with the important theological issues posed by new developments 
related to war and peace and examine the challenges posed to traditional 
positions; 


5) continue, according to the appeal contained in an earlier statement of the 
Central Committee, “to call attention to the root causes of war, mainly to 
economic injustice, oppression and exploitation and to the consequences of 
increasing tension including further restriction of human rights.” 


commends the many member churches who have made renewed calls to peace- 
making, started, reactivated or intensified their efforts for peace, disarmament 
and against militarism and the arms race. This has included such useful 
initiatives of events like “peace week” or “disarmament week’; 


calls upon member churches to: 


1) intensify further their engagement in efforts for peace and join with others who 
seek to arouse the conscience of the public regarding the current threats to 
peace; 


2) commit themselves to peace-making as continual witness through preaching, 
teaching and action; 


3) promote bilateral and multilateral discussions among churches with a view to 


greater understanding among people and the reduction of mutual distrust and 
fear. 
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g) commends the work of a large number of peace and disarmament groups and 
movements, old and new, around the world, in several of which large numbers of 
Christians actively participate in obedience to the demands of the Gospel. We call 
attention to the plea of the Central Committee in Kingston that serious attention 
be paid to the rights of conscientious objectors; 


h) commends to the churches the forthcoming WCC International Public Hearing 
on Nuclear Weapons and Disarmament as an important occasion “to search for 
ways in which churches, Christian groups and others can help promote a climate 
of thinking more favourable to nuclear disarmament and for practical ways by 
which they can most effectively contribute to it’; 


i) urges the churches, in the context of the preparations for the Sixth Assembly, 
whose theme is “Jesus Christ, the Life of the World”, to make commitment to 
peace-making a special concern and to give emphasis to studies on issues related 
to peace, paying special attention to the underlying theological issues. 


WCC INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC HEARING ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND 
DISARMAMENT, AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDS, 23 -27 NOVEMBER 1981 


In August 1980, the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches requested 
the WCC sub-unit on Church and Society and the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs “to arrange jointly an International Public Hearing on the current 
threat to world peace with special focus on the increased danger of nuclear war, where 
authoritative witnesses can be cross-examined in an effort to assess the present 
situation.” After an extended process of preparation coinciding with a great wave of 
popular activity for nuclear disarmament particularly in Europe, the International 
Public Hearing was held at the Free University of Amsterdam from November 23 to 27, 
1981. Eventually 38 witnesses, representing a wide variety of theological, political, 
scientific, and military backgrounds and including leaders of popular peace and public 
interests movements appeared before a Hearing Panel of 17 members selected according 
to regional and confessional interests. There were in addition over 350 observers from 
churches and from governmental and non-governmental organizations. The Report of 
the Hearing has been published under the title “Before It's Too Late’. In May 1982, the 
reflections of the Hearing Panel on the evidence presented to it, and a seven-point 
agenda of urgent tasks as its advice to the WCC member churches were published. In 
January 1983, the full record of the Hearing was published. The Hearing was an attempt 
to put the particular issue of nuclear weapons in its broadest context in order to urge the 
churches to face the issues of peace and disarmament as a top priority. “We believe the 
time has come”, the report says, “when the churches must unequivocally declare that the 
production and deployment as well as the use of nuclear weapons are a crime against 
humanity and that such activities must be condemned on ethical and theological 
grounds... We recognize”, the Report continues, “that nuclear weapons will not dis- 
appear because of such an affirmation by the churches. But it will involve the churches 
and their members in a fundamental examination of their own implicit or explicit 
support of policies which, implicitly or explicitly, are based on the possession and use of 
these weapons.” The Report points to the indiscriminate character of nuclear weapons 
which could not even in theory be confined to combatants, given the degree and type of 
destructiveness. “The long-term effects of radiation add a further indiscriminate element 
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comparable to that of biological warfare, which has already been outlawed. Humanity’s 
responsibility under God for his Creation is one of the issues at stake”, the Report states 
in the chapter on “Basic Theological and Ethical Issues”. In the same chapter the Report 
notes that in the past Christian attitudes to war have been developed in the context of 
conventional warfare resulting in the formulation of the Just War Doctrine. This leads, as 
the Hearing Panel concludes, to a rather basic question underscoring the principal 
relevance of debate from a theological perspective : “Can Christians take a position of 
nuclear pacifism and still justify conventional warfare ?” As a matter of fact, the develop- 
ment of nuclear weapons has now started a process of reformulation of Christian 
attitudes and approaches to war and pacifism. 


STATEMENT BY DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE SECOND SPECIAL SESSION 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY DEVOTED TO DIS- 
ARMAMENT, NEW YORK, USA, 24 JUNE 1982 


I am grateful for the opportunity given to me, as it was at the First Special Session on 
Disarmament, to address you on behalf of the World Council of Churches, through its 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, which has been an active Non- 
Governmental Organization working closely with the various agencies of the United 
Nations. 


The World Council of Churches is itself a fellowship of 300 member churches 
comprising over 400 million Christians all over the world. The very basis of our Christian 
faith demands of us all that we seek to promote one human family in justice and peace. 
Therefore, every threat to peace, every outbreak of hostility becomes a matter of direct 
concern to the family of churches represented in our fellowship. From its inception in 
1948, the World Council of Churches has attempted to grapple with the issues of the 
causes of war, the arms race, militarism and the over-riding need to work for dis- 
armament and international security in peace. The Council has particularly sought to 
awaken the conscience of Christians to engage themselves unremittingly in the cause of 
disarmament and peace. 


Itis therefore gratifying that this engagement of Christians has been reflected in their 
active participation in the present popular movements for peace. These movements 
demonstrate a new sense of determination which has gripped people around the world. 
This is a determination to stop and reverse the arms race. Compared with the public 
mood in 1978 when you last met, the growing massive strength of movements of people of 
every walk of life and ideological position gives us hope that the political will to take 
concrete steps to disarmament will emerge, and that governments will respect and act on 
this will. 


This is all the more urgent, because at the very time this Special Session is meeting a 
heavy toll of human lives is being taken by the arms race; cities and villages are being 
devastated by the latest and most modern of weapons. This momentum of military might, 
which dictates international relations, calls into question the deliberations here while 
underlining a sense of urgency. It reinforces the need to strengthen and support 
machinery for peaceful settlement of disputes and peace-keeping under the UN system. 
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I would like to highlight a recent effort made by the World Council of Churches to 
assist the churches in understanding the complex issues related to the pressing need for 
disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament. Over the past thirty-five years, the 
Council and its members churches had already declared : 


- their commitment to world peace based on justice; 

- their concern that the majority of the world’s people and nations, though 
threatened, have no voice in the determination of policies; 

- their distress that vast resources, both of wealth and scientific effort are being 
diverted from basic human needs to armaments; 

- their concern about the acceleration of the militarization of society all over the 
world; 

- their increasing awareness that there is no “technical solution” to the dilemma of 
increasing armaments increasing insecurity. 


It was on the basis of these declarations and perceptions that we held a Public 
Hearing on Nuclear Weapons and Disarmament in Amsterdam in November 1981. * 
We were fortunate in securing witnesses of the highest calibre and conviction from 
nuclear weapon states, and from East and West, North and South. 


The main conviction which this Hearing expressed is that international security is 
indivisible. There can be no security for any unless there is security for all. Any nation 
which seeks security by destroying or threatening to destroy another nation or people is 
deluding itself. The security of powerful nations cannot be achieved by destabilizing the 
political, economic and social structures of other nations. The cause of security is not 
maintained by humiliation of nations or brutality to people. Security has to be sought in 
mutual trust and respect between nations, in enabling people to participate fully in the 
life of their nations and across national borders, and in cooperation between nations and 
peoples for peace with justice for all. 


It is argued that deterrence provides the basis for international security. Deterrence is 
based on the intention and readiness to use nuclear weapons. It thus negates the very 
security it seeks to achieve. New weapons and new strategies have introduced new 
elements to deterrence. Deterrence offers no reliable basis for peace. It does not provide 
international security. It can in no way bea step towards disarmament. On thecontrary, it 
has fuelled and continues to fuel the arms race at various levels. The concept of 
deterrence is thus politically unacceptable and morally indefensible. 


The weight of the evidence before the Hearing convinced us that there is no 
justification for believing that a limited nuclear war could remain limited. Even a limited 
nuclear war, if such were possible, would be an unmitigated evil and we regard as 
unacceptable military strategies which presuppose even the most limited possibility of 
nuclear war fighting. 


The increasing technological sophistication and destructive power of modern 
conventional weapons is blurring the distinctions between conventional and nuclear 
weapons. However, some major ethical differences between nuclear war and conventional 
war deserve special attention. These differences relate to the unpredictability about the 
scale of devastation, the indiscriminate character, the long-term radiation, effects on 


*(A summary of the Report of the Hearing can be found in this volume on page 48 ). 
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future generations and eventual destruction of the biosphere in nuclear war. The very 
survival of humankind and of all creation under God is at stake. This demands a special 
responsibility from all those who believe in God. Therefore the Hearing stated : 


“We believe that the time has come when the churches must unequivocally 
declare that the production and deployment as well as the use of nuclear weapons 
are a crime against humanity and that such activities must be condemned on 
ethical and theological grounds.” 


The special concern about nuclear weapons in no way minimizes the massive 
destruction and extensive damage continuously caused by conventional arms race. The 
wars and armed conflicts after the Second World War have claimed the lives of millions 
and are still claiming new victims. Practically all of them have taken place in the 
developing parts of the world, the very same parts of the world where people are 
struggling against poverty. These are the places which have become the testing ground of 
the most modern, sophisticated and lethal weapons. Therefore to millions the ending of 
the conventional arms race becomes as important as, if not more important than the 
ending of nuclear arms race. 


During the four years after the First Special Session on Disarmament the economic 
crisis has worsened throughout the world with graver consequences for the poor nations 
resulting in tensions within and among nations. The continuing stalemate in the North- 
South discussions on global issues has been accompanied by policies of confrontation 
and an attempt to divide the South. The present global military order is inextricably tied 
up with the economic and social system and therefore the quest for disarmament can in 
no way be isolated from the struggle for justice and human dignity. Consequently, there 
is deep distrust among the peoples of the Third World about the postures of the nuclear 
weapon states on déterrence and non-proliferation. Their struggles for social and 
political change are often distorted by the security considerations and economic interests 
of the major powers. 


In April this year I had the privilege of presiding over the Conference convened by the 
Special Non-Governmental Organization Committee on Disarmament (Geneva) on 
World Public Opinion and the Second Special Session. It brought together a broad range 
of political, religious and socio-professional organizations, altogether some 430 
representatives from 85 international and 127 national organizations and movements 
for peace and disarmament from 47 countries. It was another manifestation of the 
growing strength of organized public opinion demanding peace. Among other matters, 
the Conference strongly urged that the proposal for a World Disarmament Campaign be 
put into effect. It is our fervent hope that this Campaign will receive the support of this 
Special Session and of governments. 


The churches do not come to this arena with any self-righteousness. We are conscious 
of our failures. But I take this opportunity to assure you of a renewed commitment among 
churches around the world for disarmament and peace-making. Several of them have 
taken bold initiatives. For example, one of our largest member churches, the Russian 
Orthodox Church, convened in May a World Conference of Religious Workers for 
Saving the Sacred Gift of Life from Nuclear Catastrophe — a highly significant meeting 
which issued an appeal to this.SSD IL, as you will hear from Patriarch Pimen himself. 
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The report of our Hearing in Amsterdam is entitled “Before It’s Too Late”. We are 
living in the apocalyptic hour between the life and death of humanity. We do well to 
remember the words of the Book of Deuteronomy addressed to the people of Israel as 
they were invited to reflect on their own tumultuous history : 


“See, I have set before you this day life and good, death and evil... I call upon 
heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that I have set before you life and 
death, blessing and curse; therefore choose life, that you and your descendents 
may live...” (Deuteronomy 30:15, 19). 


“Choose life !” Choose what is good, that is, what expresses our inner being as made 
in God’s image to be shared with others. Choose the blessing, that is, what communicates 
our vitality to others, what enables us to put what we are and have at the disposal of others 
that they might become their true selves and share their lives also with others. That is 
God's purpose revealed in creation and in men and women made in his image to 
participate in his life and communicate that life to one another according to his 
commandments and promises of good. That is life. That is true security and peace. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON THE SECOND SPECIAL SESSION 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY DEVOTED TO DIS- 
ARMAMENT, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, JULY 1982 


The Second Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly devoted to 
Disarmament (SSD ID) has failed to reach agreement on any matter of substance after 
five weeks of deliberations which concluded on 10 July 1982. No realistic assessment of 
the present international climate would have justified high expectations of SSD II. 
Nonetheless, the total collapse of negotiations toward the end of the Session and its 
failure to agree on a final document or virtually any matter of substance are deeply dis- 
appointing and give cause for alarm. 


Certain of the factors contributing to this failure are clear in the opinion of many, 
among them: 


- the sharp resurgence of East-West tensions as a result of the recent inflation of 
bellicose rhetoric emanating from some capitals; 

- the eruption of major armed conflicts in the Middle East and the South Atlantic; 

- the priority given to bilateral negotiations by the two major nuclear weapons 
states resulting in the lack of opportunity for other governments’ involvement in 
serious negotiations; 

- the growing frustration and resentment at the failure of those bilateral talks to 
produce effective disarmament; . 

- widespread non-compliance with the Non-Proliferation Treaty and other inter- 
national agreements. 


The meager results of SSD II are therefore explicable, and were to a large degree 
predictable. They are no less tragic for that. World public opinion in opposition to the 
arms race has grown to unprecedented proportions in the period since SSD I (1978). 
Many groups, including the churches in different parts of the world, had worked 
intensively with governments and offered concrete, workable proposals for consideration 
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by SSD II, on which world attention was focussed. A number of these were formally 
presented to the Special Session in speeches by representatives of non-governmental 
organizations. The WCC General Secretary's contribution, and those of several other 
WCC-related church representatives were noteworthy, as were the numerous proposals 
submitted in writing, such as the report of the WCC International Hearing on Nuclear 
Weapons and Disarmament. The events organized by religious organizations and 
groups prior to and during the Special Session brought evidence of extensive commit- 
ment to disarmament 


In the light of these factors, the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, 
meeting in Geneva, 19-28 July 1982: 


ls 


Regrets the inability of the Second Special Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly devoted to Disarmament to respond to the widespread public demand 
for concrete measures to stop and reverse the arms race. 


Notes with approval that SSD II did reaffirm the Final Document of SSD I, 
strengthened the UN Disarmament Fellowship Programme, and launched a 
World Disarmament Campaign. 


Urges the churches, in their continuing efforts to promote peace and disarmament, 
to continue to make use of the Final Document of SSD I which contains 
recommendations of lasting value, to cooperate wherever possible with the World 
Disarmament Campaign, and to encourage governments to make adequate 
financial contributions to the Campaign. 


Further urges the churches to intensify their efforts, in cooperation with the 
growing number of peace and disarmament movements in different parts of the 
world, to mobilize a forceful world public opinion by deepening their analysis of 
the issues and understanding of the political struggle and by promoting unity 
among groups with different viewpoints who share a common desire for peace 
and disarmament 


Reaffirms its fundamental conviction, despite the disappointing results of SSD IL, 
that the United Nations remain central to realizing global aspirations for peace 
and disarmament, without which effective measures cannot be achieved. 


Urgently appeals to all governments, especially the governments of the two major 
nuclear weapon states, to show good faith and to respond to world public opinion 
by engaging in effective negotiations in the appropriate bodies to achieve a 
prompt freeze on the development, testing, production, deployment and stock- 
piling of nuclear weapons; to proceed directly toward general and complete dis- 
armament, and redirect energies and resources to the development of global 
justice. 


Strongly urges the churches to devote special attention, wherever possible, to 
efforts with their own governments to gain their support to these ends. 


Invites and urges faithful men, women and children everywhere to engage in 


earnest prayer that the leaders of the nations may be directed along the paths of 
peace. 
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE ACTION ON THE FOLLOW-UP OF THE AMSTERDAM 
HEARING ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND DISARMAMENT, GENEVA, 
SWITZERLAND, JULY 1982 


a) 


b 


— 


c) 
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. On the recommendation of the Unit Committee, the Central Committee : 


Received with appreciation the report from the Public Hearing on Nuclear Weapons 
and Disarmament, held at the Free University of Amsterdam, 22-27 November 1981, 
organized jointly by the Commission. of the Churches on International Affairs and 
the sub-unit on Church and Society; 


Commended the report, entitled Before It’s Too Late, along with the full record of the 
Hearing, soon to be made available, to the member churches and affiliated councils 
and to all concerned people as a remarkable aid for study and discussion of the major 
issues to be faced in ridding the world of nuclear weapons and in taking the first steps 
towards general and complete disarmament; and 


Proposed to the churches that they pay special attention to the following points as 
developed in the report of the Hearing on which they should take clear positions: 


- anuclear warcan under nocircumstances in no region and by no social system, be 
just orjustifiable, given the fact that the magnitude of devastation caused by it will 
be far out of proportion to any conceivable benefit or advantage to be derived from 
it 


- a “limited” nuclear war is unlikely to remain limited, and therefore any 
contemplation of such “limited” use of nuclear weapons should be discouraged as 
dangerous from the outset; 


- all nations now possessing nuclear weapons or capable of doing so in the foresee- 
able future should unequivocally renounce policies of “first use”, as an immediate 
step towards building confidence; 


- theconcept of deterrence, the credibility of which depends on the possible use of 
nuclear weapons, is to be rejected as morally unacceptable and as incapable of 
safeguarding peace and security in the long-term; 


- the production and deployment of nuclear weapons as well as their use constitute 
a crime against humanity, and therefore there should be a complete halt in the 
production of nuclear weapons and in weapons research and development in all 
nations, to be expeditiously enforced through a treaty; 


- all nations should agree to and ratify a comprehensive test ban treaty as a 
necessary step to stopping the further development of nuclear weapons technology; 


- all means leading to disarmament, both nuclear and conventional, should be 
welcomed as complementary and mutually reinforcing — multilateral conferences 
leading to effective decisions, bilateral negotiations pursued with daring and 
determination and unilateral initiatives leading to the relaxation of tensions and 
building of mutual confidence among nations and peoples; 


- the conviction expressed by the Public Hearing: “We believe that the time has 
come when the churches must unequivocally declare that the production and 
deployment as well as the use of nuclear weapons are a crime against humanity 
and that such activities must be condemned on ethical and theological grounds” 
(Report, p. 22), should become an official position for churches and Christians: 
such a position supports the struggle to make one’s own nation commititself never 
to own or use nuclear weapons, despite the perils of nuclear vulnerability, and to 
persuade Christians and others to refuse to cooperate with or accept employment 
in any projects related to nuclear weapons and nuclear warfare. 


REPORT TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE ON THE PROGRAMME FOR DIS- 
ARMAMENT AND AGAINST MILITARISM AND THE ARMS RACE, GENEVA, 
SWITZERLAND, JULY 1982 


This programme grew out of several recommendations made by the Nairobi 
Assembly. Following two preparatory consultations on Militarism and on Disarmament, 
both held in Glion, Switzerland, in 1977 and 1978 respectively, a plan was adopted by the 
Central Committee in January 1979 for a “Programme for Disarmament and against 
Militarism and the Arms Race”. The Central Committee emphasized “the need not only 
to denounce militarism and the arms race but to develop positive alternatives to the 
present destructive system.” In carrying out the programme, the WCC and the churches 
were asked to pay particular attention to the experience of the victims of militarism as a 
basis from which to build an action programme, and to support all efforts by which 
disarmament can be sought boldly and imaginatively. The immediate emphasis of the 
programme was to be on dissemination of information in ways to stimulate discussion 
and action by the churches at all levels. Further, the programme should stimulate studies, 
including case-studies on the various aspects of militarism and make them available to 
the churches. Special emphasis was to be given to the issues of nuclear disarmament, 
arms trade and transfer, militarism, arms race and development, doctrines of national 
security, military research and development, peaceful resolutions of conflicts, and 
theological reflection. Lodged administratively with the CCIA, the work done within the 
framework of this programme included four regional consultations in Europe, Latin 
America, Africa and Asia; a number of specialized consultations on Women and Peace, 
on Militarism and Human Rights, and on Peaceful Resolution of Conflicts; intensive 
preparation for the two Special Sessions of the UN General Assembly on Disarmament 
in 1978 and in 1982; and, finally, close collaboration with the sub-unit on Church and 
Society, first around the world conference on “Faith, Science and the Future”, 1979, (see 
the resolution on “Science for Peace”), and then leading up to the “International Public 
Hearing on Nuclear Weapons and Disarmament” held in 1981. The results of this work 
have been made available in numerous publications (see the respective issues of CCIA 
Background Information, the two editions of “The Security Trap”, the joint publication 
with the Roman Catholic Church on “Peace and Disarmament’, etc.). A concluding 
report on the programme as carried out during the period from 1979-1982 was presented 
to the Central Committee in 1982. 


In its evaluation of the programme, the Central Committee has underlined that the 
programme “has identified and clarified the major issues in the area of militarism and 
arms race, assisted churches in the development of programmes, and facilitated 
exchange of experiences among churches.” In particular, the programme has helped 
with the conceptual clarification and identification of the essential features of the 
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contemporary phenomenon of militarism and of the growing militarization of societies. 
It has shown that there exists a close corelation between militarism and the violation of 
human rights, but also an interrelatedness between militarism and the arms race, and the 
difficulties of establishing a New International Economic Order. In fact, the present 
economic order is being supported by an underlying international military order. The 
programme further has helped to sharpen the understanding of security, which in the 
light of the biblical notion of peace can only be security together in cooperation with 
others and not against them. Finally, the programme has brought into evidence the 
development of a new culture of violence which has become an acute threat to peace. The 
programme has led to the conclusion that the quest for peace and disarmament is an 
integral part of the struggle for justice and human dignity. 


On the basis of this evaluation, the Central Committee made the recommendations 
which can be found on page 56 of this volume. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE RECEIVES REPORT ON THE PROGRAMME FOR 
DISARMAMENT AND AGAINST MILITARISM AND THE ARMS RACE, 
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, JULY 1982 


1. The programme has identified and clarified the major issues in the area of 
militarism and the arms race, assisted churches in the development of programmes, and 
facilitated exchange of experiences among churches. Special mention may be made of 
the significant work in the following areas: 


a) conceptual clarification and identification of features of the contemporary 
phenomenon of militarism; 


b) correlation between militarism and violation of human rights; 
c) nuclear disarmament (in collaboration with Church and Society); 
d) theological issues. 


The work under the programme has underlined that the quest for disarmament is an 
integral part of the struggle for justice and dignity. 


2. The Unit Committee suggests the following areas for continuing work: 
a) disarmament — nuclear and conventional; 

b) new features of militarism; 

c) peaceful resolution of conflicts; 

d) new concepts of security; 

e) the arms race and the economic order; 


f) theological issues; 
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g) the particular impact of militarization on women and their contribution to peace; 
h) the special impact of militarization on youth and their work for peace; 
i) the special impact of militarization on children, and education for peace; 


3. The Unit Committee recommends that the Central Committee commend the 
reports and publications under this programme to the member churches for study and 
appropriate action, especially in the context of their preparation for the Sixth Assembly. 


4. The Unit Committee recommends to the Central Committee that in view of the 
urgency and importance of the questions related to peace, disarmament and develop- 
ment, and the expectations among the churches, the Sixth Assembly should give high 
visibility to them through presentations and discussions in plenary sessions. 


5. The Unit Committee recommends that the main elements of the programme and 
the areas identified for continuing work should receive high priority in the programmes 
of the WCC during the post-Assembly period. 

6. The Unit Committee has urged that the CCIA and the PCR explore further the 
relationship between militarism and racism with a view to highlighting the impact of 
militarism on the intensification of racism. 


The Central Committee accepted these recommendations. 
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UNITED NATIONS 


1. The organization. The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs was 
created in 1946 to ensure, inter alia an effective relationship between the churches and the 
United Nations. Since 1948, the CCIA has been an integral part of the World Council of 
Churches, and maintains the consultative relationship on its behalf. The WCC, whose 
headquarters are in Geneva, Switzerland, is a cooperative body of some 305 member 
churches in approximately 110 countries. They represent the Protestant, Anglican and 
Orthodox Christian traditions. Working relationships are maintained with the Roman 
Catholic Church. The range of programmes includes promotion of the unity of the 
church and of the peoples of the world, peace, disarmament, human rights, social and 
economic development, combatting racism, transnational corporations, service to 
refugees, aid in cases of disasters, primary health care, church and non-church 
education, women, youth and other areas. Given the scope of the WCC’s activities, its 
relationships with ECOSOC, its subsidiary bodies and other parts of the UN and its 
related agencies, are numerous and wide-ranging as regards type and content 


2. Formal consultative relationships with the UN and related agencies. ECOSOC 
(category II); UNESCO (category B); UNICEF; FAO; UNHCR; ILO (Special List); 
UNCTAD; WHO. * Permanent liaison offices are maintained in Geneva and New York. 


3. Substantive contributions to ECOSOC and/or its subsidiary bodies. The 
CCIA/WCC has provided on a regular basis both oral and written contributions to the 
Commission on Human Rights and other subsidiary bodies of ECOSOC. It has 
regularly attended their sessions, and held consultations with members and the various 
secretariats. 


4. Cooperation with UN bodies and agencies. Increasingly CCIA/WCC also relates 
directly to bodies beyond ECOSOC. Written submissions have been made, for example, 
to the Security Council Committee established under resolution 446 (1978), oral state- 
ments have been made to the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples, to the Special Committee against Apartheid, and to the Special 


Political Committee and the Fourth Committee of the General Assembly. CCIA/WCC 
has also addressed itself directly to members of the Security Council and to the Secretary- 
General on matters concerning threats to international peace and security. Close 
working relationships have been established with other agencies, especially WHO and 
UNCTAD. A number of the written and oral submissions indicated here and in the 
previous paragraph were prepared at the request of the UN body concerned. 


* Through the Christian Medical Commission of the WCC. 
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5. Participation in conferences and other meetings sponsored by the UN. The WCC 
cooperated with the Special Committee against Apartheid in organizing the International 
Seminar on Loans to South Africa, held in April 1981, in Ziirich. CCIA/WCC has 
participated in all of the major UN conferences held during this period, and often made 
substantive contributions to them and their preparatory committees. These included the 
UN Conference on Science and Technology for Development, the Conference on the 
Law of the Sea, the Conference on Least Developed Countries, the Mid-Decade 
Women’s Conference and the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural 
Development. Similarly, the CCIA/WCC has had delegations present at, and made 
substantive written and/or oral contributions to the Special Sessions of the General 
Assembly devoted to Disarmament and to International Economic Issues. In connection 
with these events, CCIA/WCC has played an active role in the organization and 
realization of parallel NGO forums, and thus helped to mobilize favourable world 
public opinion on these issues. 


6. Implementation of UN resolutions which call for a response from NGOs. Both 
internationally and at field levels, the CCIA/WCC has engaged in informational and 
programmatic activities in compliance with various UN resolutions. It has published 
extensive reports, distributed in over 100 countries on the 33rd and 34th sessions of the 
General Assembly, and on the First Special Session devoted to Disarmament. It 
publishes, in addition, regular information on UN activities and resolutions in its weekly 
Ecumenical Press Service and its several abs regular publications distributed widely 
throughout the world. 


7. Other activities. The WCC, its affiliated national and regional councils, and its 
member churches have engaged in cooperative programmes with several UN agencies 
including UNDP, UNICEF, UNHCR, etc. It has fully staffed programmes working on 
implementation of “World Plans of Action” against racial discrimination and apartheid, 
the status of women, disarmament, development and primary health care. 


CCIA/WCC has traditionally provided leadership for cooperative efforts among 
NGOs in consultative status. It is currently one of the vice-presidents of the Conference 
of NGOs, and provides the secretariat for the NGO Special Committee on Disarmament 
in Geneva. 


TELEGRAM FROM CCIA DIRECTOR TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS, 3 JUNE 1982 


We are deeply concerned about the denial of visa by the US Government to a large 
number of NGO representatives desirous of attending UN SSD II. Such actions by 
governments excluding representatives of public opinion will considerably weaken the 
UN system. We urge you to intervene immediately in the matter. 


Ninan Koshy 
Director 
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WCC/CCIA Oral Presentations 


CCIA QUADRENNIAL REPORT (1978-1981) SUBMITTED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH RESOLUTION 1296 (XLIV) OF THE UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL COUNCIL, 21 DECEMBER 1981 


The following are summaries of oral presentations or statements made by the CCIA/WCC to 
various UN Bodies. 


ORAL PRESENTATION TO THE UN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
REGARDING ARMENIANS BY LEOPOLDO NIILUS, 14 MARCH 1979 


The CCIA oral intervention on the occasion of the 1979 Session of the UN Com- 
mission on Human Rights dealt with the latter’s study of the Question of the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide undertaken by a Special Rapporteur. The 
CCIA noted that the reference to the massacres of Armenians (1915-16) was not 
included in the Special Rapporteur’s progress report and expressed the hope that the 
Commission would reintroduce into the final report of the genocide study a reference to 
the Armenian genocide. The absence of any reference to those tragic events would call 
into question the study’s objectivity and accuracy. 


STATEMENT ON THE OCCASION OF THE DAY OF SOLIDARITY WITH SOUTH 
AFRICAN POLITICAL PRISONERS BY DWAIN EPPS, 19 OCTOBER 1979 


The CCIA’s oral statement at this function organized by the Special Committee 
against Apartheid of the United Nations, drew attention to the increasing institutional- 
ization of the practice of banning and detention of blacks, their leaders and those who 
side with them in their struggle against apartheid. 


It also raised serious concern about the intensification of arrests, detention for long 
periods without charge or trial, the torture of detainees and death in detention. This 
statement also contained information about a variety of ways of WCC involvement in 
helping to rid the world of apartheid including the establishment of its Programme to 
Combat Racism and the promotion of withdrawal of foreign investments and bank loans 
from South Africa. 


STATEMENT ON THE OCCASION OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF 
SOLIDARITY WITH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE BY LEOPOLDO NIILUS, 
29 NOVEMBER 1979 


This statement recalled two important positions on the Palestinian Question issued 
by the Central Committee in 1969: (a) that no lasting peace was possible without 
respecting the legitimate rights of the Palestinian and Jewish people presently living in 
the area, and (b) that in supporting the establishment of the State of Israel without 
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protecting the rights of Palestinians injustice has been done to Palestinian Arabs by the 
great powers and that this injustice should be redressed. In this context the WCC has 
consistently stressed that the Palestinian people’s legitimate rights to statehood and 
nationhood need to be implemented, just as it has consistently pronounced itself on 
Israel’s right to live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries. The statement also 
said that without the direct and central involvement of both parties in meaningful 
negotiations no lasting peace could be achieved. 


STATEMENT TO THE UN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS ON THE 
QUESTION OF MISSING AND DISAPPEARED PERSONS BY CHARLES 
HARPER, 25 FEBRUARY 1980 


Addressing the 1980 Session of the Commission on Human Rights the CCIA called 
for the establishment by the Commission on Human Rights of an adequate and 
appropriate mechanism to deal with the growing and massive nature of the phenomenon 
of disappeared persons in the world. It outlined eight points as criteria for the mandate 
and expressed the hope that the Commission would seize a historical opportunity 
because “it is a moral imperative that such action be taken which will be faithful and 
ultimately accountable to the democratic roots and traditions of the people of the 
member-states of the Human Rights Commission, to the families of the disappeared, and 
to the national constituencies of, among other entities, the churches.” The statement also 
described in detail the phenomenon of disappeared persons. 


STATEMENT IN OBSERVANCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE 
ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION BY PHILIP POTTER, 21 
MARCH 1980 


The statement referred to the concern of the WCC in issues of racism from the time of 
the inaugural Assembly in 1948. Through its studies, declarations, consultations and 
activities the World Council has been challenging the churches to eliminate racial 
discrimination in their own life and to contribute to its elimination in their societies. The 
statement indicated five major insights gained by the WCC. 


First, racism does not only consist in anti-social beliefs and acts which are based on 
the fallacy that discriminatory intergroup relations are justifiable on biological grounds. 
Racism has its roots in the economic, political and social relations between peoples. 
Secondly, we live in a world where the economic and political power struggles involve all 
nations. Thirdly, institutional racism is further entrenched by the geopolitical con- 
frontation of the superpowers and their allies, a confrontation which embraces all 
nations and peoples, especially those of the Third World. Fourthly, there has been a 
determined propaganda drive through the mass media to confuse the issues, to dis- 
credit the oppressed people in their struggle for liberation and to weaken the resolve to 
combat racism. Fifthly, the liberation of the racially oppressed can only be undertaken 
by the oppressed themselves. 
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STATEMENT TO THE UNCTAD SHIPPING COMMITTEE ON OPEN-REGISTRY 
FLEETS, 1 - 12 SEPTEMBER 1980 


The CCIA oral intervention to the UNCTAD Shipping Committee at its session in 
September 1980 drew attention to the abuses in the flag-of-convenience and called forthe 
latter's regulation under international law and UN supervision among the establishment 
of a special mechanism. The issue was of special concern to the WCC because shipping 
companies had been taking advantage of the open-registry fleets to transport weapons 
and oil to South Africa by using a variety of indirect routes thus violating the existing 
international embargo on these two items. 


STATEMENT TO THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, FOURTH 
COMMITTEE ON THE QUESTION OF NAMIBIA BY DWAIN EPPS, 4 NOVEMBER 
1980 


The CCIA statement spoke of the WCC grants to groups and organizations of the 
racially oppressed and organizations supporting victims of racial injustice around the 
world, but with special emphasis on the struggle for liberation in Southern Africa. The 
WCC Special Fund for combatting racism issued in September 1980 the largest grant in 
its history to the South West Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO). The WCC is 
committed to the promotion of justice and to pursue every opportunity to aid parties to 
conflicts to resolve their differences through dialogue and negotiation. It has always 
supported the UN plan for Namibian independence. 


STATEMENT TO THE SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON THE POLICIES OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF SOUTH AFRICA BY DWAIN EPPS, 13 NOVEMBER 1980 


Delivered to the Special Political Committee the CCIA statement dealt with the 
policies of apartheid of the government of South Africa. It described how massive funds 
were used by the South African government to discredit the WCC and the UN both of 
which were labelled as its chief external enemies. 


The statement noted that the support of the member churches for the WCC activities 
in combatting apartheid has not decreased but on the contrary had been greatly 
strengthened. The churches themselves had undertaken a variety of measures to inform 
and mobilize international public opinion against the evils of apartheid and its 
continuing military, financial and technological collaboration with the major western 
powers. It drew attention to the WCC Central Committee’s resolutions repeatedly calling 
for the adoption and enforcement by the Security Council of effective comprehensive 
sanctions against South Africa. 
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ORAL INTERVENTION AT THE UN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
REGARDING EL SALVADOR BY ROBERTO CUELLAR, 9 MARCH 1981 


Addressing itself to the human rights situation in El Salvador the CCIA intervention 
sought to demonstrate that El Salvador is a country characterized by systematic and 
gross violations of human rights. The evidence provided by the CCIA relied heavily on 
the information gathered by the Legal Aid Department (Socorro Juridico) of the Arch- 
diocese of San Salvador. The statement detailed the circumstances which led to the tragic 
assassination of Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero and presented a summary of the 
violations of human rights in the period between 1977 and 1980. 


STATEMENT TO THE INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON LOANS TO SOUTH 
AFRICA BY NINAN KOSRY, 5 APRIL 1981 


On the occasion of this seminar — jointly sponsored by the UN and some Non- 
Governmental Organizations — the CCIA statement traced the history of the ecumenical 
involvement in drawing attention to the invidious international system which supports 
and enables the South African government to continue policies in gross violation of the 
UN Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The WCC had itself taken 
steps to ensure that no WCC funds were deposited with those banks which continue to 
grant loans to the South African racist government It urged all member churches, 
Christian agencies and individual Christians to use all their influence to press such 
banks participating in the loans to cease the practice. The statement also gave the five 
WCC criteria for its decision to withdraw all deposits and cease transactions with those 
banks. 


STATEMENT TO THE UNCTAD SHIPPING COMMITTEE ON OPEN-REGISTRY 
FLEETS BY PREXY NESBITT, 29 MAY 1981 


The CCIA statement dealt again with the abuse by shipping companies of flag-of- 
convenience in frustrating the implementation of UN decisions on the question of 
embargo against trade with South Africa. It highlighted the illegality of any shipments 
leaving Namibia, almost all of it through the port of Walvis Bay which South Africa 
claimed to have annexed but which the UN had clearly stated to be an integral part of 
Namibia. These shipments amounted to “stolen goods”. The statement asked whether it 
was not possible for the Shipping Committee to recommend to the UN General 
Assembly an effective system of monitoring and implementing the relevant General 
Assembly and Security Council resolutions on South Africa and Namibia as regards to 
open-registry fleets. At the very least the open-registry traffic to South Africa must be 
ended. 


ORAL PRESENTATION TO THE SUB-COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS, INFORM- 
ATION AND ASSISTANCE OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON DECOLONIZ- 
ATION BY DWAIN EPPS, 3 JUNE 1981 


The CCIA presentation described the multi-faceted work of the WCC in the 
promotion of decolonization. The WCC had cooperated intensively with independence 
movements and with the governments of colonial powers in assisting and encouraging 
them to make the transition to independence, and with the UN. Traditionally this work 
began with programmes of assistance to the victims of colonial rule or violations of 
human rights inherent in colonialism. It had also provided assistance to refugees and 
exiles. 


The intervention, in addition, dealt with WCC’s major international campaign to 
inform world public opinion about the pernicious effects of mounting sales of 
conventional arms especially to developing countries. The WCC had expressed deep 
concern about the spread of nuclear weapons, continued nuclear testing and the 
dumping of nuclear wastes. It also opposed the use of mercenaries, the stationing of 
foreign troops or the emplacement of foreign military bases on the territories of colonial 
countries and peoples. 


ORAL INTERVENTION AT THE UN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
REGARDING GUATEMALA BY ERICH WEINGARTNER, 9 MARCH 1982 


CCIA’s oral intervention at the 38th Session of the UN Commission on Human 
Rights concerned the massive, gross and systematic violations of human rights in 
Guatemala. An excerpt of the Central Committee Statement on Central America of 
August 1981 was read and reference was made to the substantial information which had 
already been submitted to the United Nations on Guatemala by the CCIA, including 
testimonies of the machine-gunning of villages, the shelling of homes, the persecution of 
the churches and the torture and massacre of thousands of civilians. The violations are 
perpetrated on a massive scale, are persistent over several years, are racial in character, 
extend to a wide variety of sectors and are of a particular cruelty which has caused a mass 
exodus from the country. The CCIA impressed on the Commission that the responsibility 
of this reign of terror must rest with the government of Guatemala, which had 
consistently refused to allow inter- governmental bodies to investigate the situation. The 
Commission was urged a) tocondemn the violations and to call for those responsible to 
be brought to justice, b) to initiate a mechanism with a continuing mandate to 
investigate and report on violations, and c) to call on all states to suspend arms 
shipments and military support to Guatemala. 


Dr. Philip Potter's address to the Second Special Session of the UN on Disarmament on 24 June 
1982 is reproduced in extenso on page 49 of this volume. 
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STATEMENT ON THE OCCASION OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF 
SOLIDARITY WITH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE BY NINAN KOSKY, 
29 NOVEMBER 1982 


The address referred to the special significance of the International Day of Solidarity 
with the Palestinian people in 1982, since this year saw a ruthless attempt to exterminate 
Palestinian nationalism and destroy Palestinians as a movement and as a people. The 
address recalled the WCC’s involvement with the Palestinian people as from 1948 and 
pointed out that the statement by the Central Committee in July 1982 reflected a new level 
of consciousness among the churches. The WCC had pleaded for full mutual recognition 
by the Isreali and Palestinian peoples not necessarily as a precondition to, but rather as a 
product of negotiations. Describing the Palestine Liberation Organization as the only 
effective representative of the Palestinian people in political negotiations, the WCC 
representative raised the question whether the time has not come for a declaration of 
intention by the PLO to recognize Israel’s right to exist as a state, in order to strengthen 
the political momentum for achieving genuine peace. It was made clear that any steps 
beyond such a declaration would be subject to fulfilment of a number of conditions by 
Israel and other countries. 


WCC/CCIA Submissions 


The following submissions of information were sent to the UN Division of Human Rights (now 
renamed Centre for Human Rights) and the UN Commission on Human Rights. These sub- 
missions are also listed under the respective country. 


Report on the human rights situation in the Republic of Korea covering the period from 
January 1978 to January 1979, sent to the Division of Human Rights, 17 May 1979 
Documentation on the Middle East sent to the Division of Human Rights, 12 July 1979 
WCC Central Committee resolution on Southern Africa (January 1979); WCC Central 
Committee Priority Guideline on the Pacific (January 1979) and PCR Information issues 1| 
and 2 of the WCC Programme to Combat Racism sent to the Division of Human Rights, 
16 July 1979 


Documentation on human rights violations in Nicaragua sent to the Division of Human 
Rights, 16 July 1979 


Documentation on missing persons in Cyprus sent to the Division of Human Rights, 
28 May 1980 . 


Documentation on the political situation in Guatemala sent to the Division of Human 
Rights, 5 August 1980 


Documentation on human rights violations in Guatemala sent to the Division of Human 
Rights, 14 and 21 January 1981 
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Written statement regarding the human rights situation in E/ Salvador given to the 
Commission on Human Rights, 19 February 1981 


Documentation on human rights violations in Guyana sent to the Division of Human 
Rights, 29 May 1981 


“Isolating Apartheid’, analysis written by Baldwin Sjollema, sent to the Division of 
Human Rights, 20 January 1982 


Eye-witness account of the Salvadorean military offensive in the Northern Cabanas 
during November 1981 distributed to the Commission on Human Rights, 11 February 
1982 


Written statement regarding human rights violations in Guatemala given to the Com- 
mission on Human Rights, 18 February 1982 


WCC Central Committee Statement on Extrajudicial Executions sent to the Centre for 
Human Rights, 10 August 1982 


Documentation on the human rights situation in Guatemala sent to the Centre for 
Human Rights, 11 October 1982 


Report of a church delegation to Guatemala sent to the Centre for Human Rights, 
3 December 1982 


Human rights report on Guyana covering the period from 1980 to 1982 sent to the Centre 
for Human Rights, 21 December 1982 
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REGIONAL AND NATIONAL ISSUES 


AFRICA 


ANGOLA 


MESSAGE FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS, 25 AUGUST 1981 


Shocked by news of South Africa’s invasion of Angola with tanks, armoured vehicles 
and aircraft, the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting in 
Dresden, has requested me to express to you its profound concern about the blatant dis- 
regard by South Africa of its obligations under the United Nations Charter and of world 
public opinion expressed, inter alia, through numerous UN resolutions; about the 
renewed suffering inflicted upon people in southern Angola; and about the implications 
of this act for international peace and security. We urge you to take all available steps to 
cause South Africa to withdraw immediately its armed forces from Angola, and the 
Security Council to adopt urgently comprehensive sanctions against South Africa in the 
hope of preventing such future threats or use of armed force by this regime against 
Angola and other frontline states. 


ETHIOPIA 


LETTER FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER AND DR. CARL MAU TO LIEUTENANT- 
COLONEL MENGISTU HAILE-MARIAM, 12 JUNE 1979 


Your Excellency, 


Based on information which was received here a week ago that Kes Gudina Tumsa, 
General Secretary of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus and Chairman of 
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the Council for the Cooperation of the Churches in Ethiopia was arrested on June 1, 1979, 
and after careful assessment of that information, we sent to Your Excellency the following 
cable on Friday, June 8th, 1979, a copy of which also was handed over to the Ethiopian 
Ambassador to the United Nations in Geneva: 


The World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation have learned that the 
General Secretary of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus and Chairman of the 
Council for the Cooperation of the Churches in Ethiopia Kes Gudina Tumsa is again being 
detained stop no information about the reasons for his detention and the charges brought 
against him has so far been made available stop we view this development with grave concern 
and urge you to take appropriate steps to clarify this case stop we gratefully recognize your 
intervention on an earlier occasion and trust that you will again be able to facilitate his 
immediate release stop signed Philip Potter, Carl H. Mau, Jr. 


We have also learned that, in addition to Kes Gudina Tumsa, a number of other 
church leaders and lay people of several Christian denominations are pesently being 
detained in your country. To our knowledge no charge has so far been laid against them. 


We have closely followed the developments in Ethiopia since the revolution started in 
February 1974 and noted that fundamental social and political changes have taken 
place. We have with particular appreciation noted the freedom of worship which the 
Christian churches have enjoyed so far and the assurances given by your Government in 
the declared National Democratic Revolution Programme and in other public 
declarations that no Ethiopian citizen should be discriminated against because of 
religion, sex or ethnic origin. 


We fully realize that when fundamental social and political changes of this nature 
and magnitude take place, a certain amount of control must be exercised by the 
authorities. We also realize that if individual Christians are found guilty of any unlawful 
activity, they have to be subjected to due process of law like any other citizen. 


However, when we learn that church leaders and lay people are subject to acts 
infringing on their rights with no specific charges having been formulated, we become 
deeply concerned and consider it our obligation as international organizations, 
representing the worldwide Christian community, to express this concern and plead for 
immediate investigation of alleged irregularities and necessary action to correct such 
irregularities wherever proved to be true. 


We trust that in accordance with declared principles of your Government, Your 
Excellency will give this matter urgent and serious consideration. 


Your sincerely, 


Philip Potter Carl H. Mau, Jr. 


General Secretary General Secretary 
World Council of Churches Lutheran World Federation 
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TELEGRAM FROM WCCACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO LIEUTENANT- 
COLONEL MENGISTU HAILE-MARIAM, 12 NOVEMBER 1981 


Your Excellency, the World Council of Churches has learned with deep concern of 
the action being taken by the Ministry of Housing of the Provisional Military Govern- 
ment of Socialist Ethiopia to confiscate the office building of the Ethiopian Evangelical 
Church Mekane Yesus in Addis Ababa by 16.00 hours today 12th November 1981 STOP 
The WCC is of the opinion that such an action will hinder the effective witness of the 
Church and the Church’s involvement in humanitarian work and development of the 
people of Ethiopia STOP 


The EECMY is an active member of the WCC and effective instrument of the 
Council’s work. Therefore the WCC appeals to you and your government to reconsider 
your decision which if carried out will jeopardize the life of the EEC MY and its service to 
the people of Ethiopia. 


Respectfully, 


Professor Todor Sabev 
Acting General Secretary 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON THE CHURCHES AND SOUTHERN 
AFRICA, KINGSTON, JAMAICA, JANUARY 1979 


Southern Africa deserves continued priority in the churches’ combined efforts 
because of the churches’ own involvement in the area and because of the legal 
enforcement of racism there... What is at stake is the faithfulness to the fullness of the 
message entrusted to the churches. (WCC Vth Assembly, Nairobi, 1975). 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches calls the attention of the 
churches to the facts about recent developments which have worsened the already tragic 
situation in Southern Africa. 


In South Africa 


1. The change of leadership in South Africa has coincided with a further hardening 
of its internal policies and its positions vis-a-vis the international community. 


2. The systematic repression of the black people has continued unabated. In 
addition to the banning of several black organizations and black leaders and others 
fighting apartheid, legal organizations are under increasing surveillance and open 
attack from the government 
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3. Arrests, detentions, torture and deaths in detention have continued; the use of 
detention without trial, most often accompanied by torture, has become an institutional- 
ized way of intimidating black leadership. 


4. The proposed transfer of 20,000 blacks from Crossroads near Capetown and the 
raids on the camps in Crossroads have highlighted again the continuation of a policy 
brutally carried out by the South African Government for the separation and break-up of 
black families. 


5. The scandal about the misappropriation of public funds has brought to light the 
ways in which the South African government has sought to influence the media 
especially in the West. 


6. A draft bill on education has been proposed which would seek to silence students, 
teachers and parents, while ignoring such basic issues as rigid segregation in education 
and the vast disparity in expenditures for black and white education systems. 


7. The sinister policy of carving out “bantustans” continues to be implemented as a 
major way for the apartheid system to deny blacks full citizenship in the Republic of 
South Africa. 


8. The Western nations have substantially increased their economic involvement in 
Southern Africa as a whole and in South Africa in particular. There are more foreign 
controlled firms in South Africa now than there were two years ago. Some Western firms 
have reduced their South African involvement but sales to South Africa by British, West 
German, Japanese and French firms have all increased substantially. 


9. International interests in South Africa have become more crucial and determined 
as a result of developments in countries like Iran and the very high level of gold prices. 


10. Recent developments have increased the threat that the situation poses to world 
peace. 


In Zimbabwe 


1. The “internal settlement” of March 1978 has kept the illegal racist minority 
regime in effective control giving it a veto on real change. 


2. The draft constitution and the proposal for a “national unity” government have 
further modified the “internal settlement” strengthening the provisions for the perpetuation 
of white minority power and privileges. 


3. Violence has escalated on all sides of the conflict resulting in the deaths of many 
innocent civilians. 


4. Massive attacks have been made by the Rhodesian forces on Zambia and 
Mozambique. 


5. The negotiations on the basis of the Anglo-American proposals have reached a 


stalemate as a result of secret manoeuvring of the major powers involved and the 
substantial and unacceptable modification of the plan itself. 


he 


6. The report of the Bingham Committee appointed by the British Government has 
exposed the manner in which the sanctions imposed by the United Nations on Rhodesia 
have been flagrantly violated. 


In Namibia 


1. Elections have been held by the South African Government in open defiance of 
the United Nations. 


2. Intimidation and deception were practised in the registration of voters; important 
leaders of the South West Africa People’s Organization were arrested on the eve of the 
elections; people were coerced and intimidated in voting and a virtual lack of secrecy 
prevailed in many polling stations. 


3. The so-called “Constituent Assembly” has laid down impossible conditions for 
United Nations-supervised elections (as reported, end of support to SWAPO, South 
African troops to remain in full force, stationing of UN troops in Namibia as well as in 
Angola). 


4. Violence has escalated on all sides resulting in the deaths of many innocent 
civilians. 


5. A massive raid was made by South African troops into Angola which resulted in 
the killing of a large number of people. 


6. The Democratic Turnhalle Alliance which has won the “election” stands for a 
policy according to which each racial group, including the whites, will have its 
“traditional area”, a policy amounting to “bantustanisation”. The DTA has received 
considerable support from some Western sources. 


The Central Committee 


Draws the special attention of the churches to the suffering of the increasing number of 
refugees, the majority of them being children and young people, moving across national 
borders in Southern Africa and of those displaced within these borders. 


Commends to the member churches the “Background Paper on Southern Africa” which 
clearly restates some major theological convictions, concern for mission and ethical 
issues underlying the special attention given to Southern Africa, provides information on 
the WCC’s and member churches’ involvement in Southern Africa and raises some of 
the issues and dilemmas. 


Calls upon member churches to support current international efforts for mandatory 
economic sanctions against South Africa, implementation of the United Nations plan in 
Namibia and a negotiated settlement in Zimbabwe. 


Calls upon member churches to examine critically and expose their nations’ economic 
and military involvement in Southern Africa, calling for disinvestment and cessation of 
bank loans, especially in the context of increasing economic activities of Western nations 
in Southern Africa and new evidence of breaking of sanctions against Rhodesia. 
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Renews its expression of solidarity and fellowship with those Christians and churches in 
Southern Africa who, under very difficult circumstances, oppose apartheid and racism 
and their accompanying forms of injustice and provide aid to the victims. 


Appeals with new urgency to those Chnistians and churches within these situations who 
either remain silent in the face of injustice or seek, in a misguided way, to provide 
theological justification for racism, to open their eyes and hearts to those who hunger 
and thirst for justice. 


Commends the appeal by CICARWS for US$ 5 million for Southern Africa to respond to 
tlie present Southern African situation through a “comprehensive, coordinated and 
flexible programme which will serve the needs of all people affected, displaced persons, 
refugees, victims of the war and oppression”. 


Reiterates its support for the struggles for self-determination and liberation in Southern 
Africa and endorses the humanitarian aid given through the Special Fund of the Pro- 
gramme to Combat Racism to the liberation movements. 


Requests the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs and the Programme 
to Combat Racism to provide to the member churches background information on new 
developments in Southern Africa with critical assessment of situations, on a regular 
basis. 


And encourages member churches to make constantly intercessions for all the peoples of 
Southern Africa, recognizing that injustice prevailing in this area poses one of the gravest 
threats to world peace. 


NAMIBIA 


APPEAL BY DR. PHILIP POTTER AND DR. CARL MAU TO THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS’ SECURITY COUNCIL, 19 MARCH 1979 


Deeply concerned about the grave threat to international security and peace posed by 
the present situation in Namibia, we wish to reiterate our support for the initiatives you 
and others are now undertaking to break the stalemate and move quickly to the full 
implementation of the United Nations plan. In so doing we reiterate the stated positions 
of our organizations which have condemned the intransigence of South Africa, its failure 
to accept the terms of cease-fire, continued military operations against neighbouring 
countries and open defiance of the United Nations and international public opinion are 
again chiefly responsible for this grave state of affairs. 


Dr. Waldheim’s initiatives and his Proposal for a Settlement of the Namibian 
Situation which was approved by Security Council resolution 435 (1978) have been 
supported by prominent leaders of the Namibian Protestant and Roman Catholic 
Churches in an open letter to Prime Minister Botha on 4 October 1978. The UN plan is 
also consistent with the repeated appeals of the organizations we represent and those of 
churches throughout the world. 
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Given the critical nature of the moment, Bishop James H. Kauluma, President of the 
Namibian Council of Churches has arrived today (19 March 1979) in New York, together 
with other Namibian church leaders, to underline the concerns of their people and 
churches and to support the Secretary-General’s efforts. We stand firmly behind Bishop 
Kauluma and the Council he presides. 


We sincerely hope that through your good offices the parties to the “proximity talks” 
on Namibia scheduled to take place now in New York, and the Security Council which 
you preside will give an opportunity to Bishop Kauluma to make formal presentations of 
the concerns of the Namibian churches. 


Be assured of our prayers and firm support for your efforts to bring the peace and 
security to the Namibian people for which they long. 


Copies of this message are being sent to the Secretary General; the Commissioner for 
Namibia; the Foreign Ministers of Canada, France, the Federal Republic of Germany, 
the UK and the USA; the Permanent Representatives of Angola, Botswana, Mozambique, 
Tanzania and Zambia. 


Sincerely, 

Philip Potter Carl Mau 
General Secretary General Secretary 
World Council of Churches Lutheran World Federation 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, AUGUST 
1980 


1. Three years of negotiations between the United Nations and South Africa, 
between the United Nations and the South West Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO) 
and between the five-nation Western contact group (United States, Federal Republic of 
Germany, France, Britain and Canada) and South Africa have still not resulted in the 
holding of free and fair elections in Namibia as envisaged by the United Nations plan. 
The implementation of this plan remains paralyzed by South Africa’s continued 
intransigence. 


2. In spite of all parties agreeing to the creation of a demilitarized zone between 
Angola, Zambia and Namibia, and despite some progress on Security Council 
Resolution 435 (providing for a United Nations controlled cease-fire followed by 
elections leading to independence) there seem to be more obstacles now in the way of a 
Namibian settlement than before. These obstacles are: 


i) theSouth African demand that SWAPO bases inside Namibia be eliminated, and 
ii) the South African demand that the United Nations General Assembly position of 
SWAPO as the authentic representative of the Namibian people be dropped and 


that “all participants in the political process be placed on an equal footing”. 


3. In violation of United Nations Decree No. 1 prohibiting the prospecting, 
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exploitation and exportation of Namibian mineral deposits without the consent of the 
United Nations Council for Namibia, a number of transnational corporations are 
increasing their exploitative activities in Namibia, including several corporations 
located in the five-nation Western contact group. 


4. On 12 June 1980, the South African government through its Administrator 
General proclaimed its own version of a unilateral declaration of independence (UDI) 
by establishing a multi-racial twelve-man Ministers Council with executive powers in 
Namibia. The new Council will be empowered to administer any affairs vested in the 
Namibian administration by the South African government. 


5. There is an increased South African military build-up and mounting repression 
inside Namibia. A significant part of this repression has been aimed at the interruption 
of church activities and the destruction of church property by the South African security 
forces. Many pastors, church workers and business leaders have been detained and 
tortured. In addition, a list of Namibians marked for assassination has been given 
publication. This list includes prominent church leaders. 


Recommendations 
6. In view of the above and in following upon the recommendations of the World 
Consultation on Racism held in June 1980 in the Netherlands, the Central Committee 


calls upon its member churches to: 


a) encourage and support the Council of Churches in Namibia and its member 
churches in the exercise of their prophetic ministry; 


b) observe “Namibia Month” (cf. the entry of Namibia and Zimbabwe in the 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle) in the spirit of ecumenical solidarity; 


c) increase pressure upon the members of the United Nations Security Council, 
especially those from the West, for a speedy implementation of United Nations 
Resolution 435 (1978); . 

d) support the people of Namibia in their determination to: 

(i) resist the Bantustanization by the South African government, illegally 
occupying the country, and affirm the territorial integrity and unity of 
Namibia; 


(ii) boycott the tribal elections; 


(iii) denounce the exploitation of Namibia’s natural resources by some trans- 
national corporations. 


Furthermore, the Central Committee: 
e) reaffirms its action taken in 1977 calling upon the churches “to press their govern- 


ments and the South African government to comply with the United Nations 
recognition of SWAPO as the authentic representative of the Namibian people.” 
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WCC/CCIA Statement on the Question of Namibia to the United Nations General Assembly, 
Fourth Committee 4 November 1980 (see summary under UNITED NATIONS) 


LETTER FROM WCCACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS, 12 DECEMBER 1980 


Dear Secretary General, 


May I take this opportunity to reiterate the support of the World Council of Churches 
for all the efforts of the United Nations in the area of peace and in the resolution of 
conflicts. 


As you may be aware, the World Council of Churches has been especially concerned 
over the years about issues related to Southern Africa and through various actions has 
supported the struggle of the people there for liberation and justice. With regard to 
Namibia, we fully share your sense of urgency for “arriving at a peaceful solution to a 
question which had preoccupied the international community for many years, and 
whose unresolved condition had led to tragic loss of life and destruction and throughout 
the whole region”. 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches in September 1978, and 
its Central Committee in January 1979, warmly welcomed the UN plan for Namibian 
independence as outlined in your report to the Security Council in 1978 and in the 
resolution 435 (1978). Your initiatives and proposal for a settlement were also supported 
by prominent leaders of the Namibian Protestant and Roman Catholic churches in an 
open letter to the Prirhe Minister of South Africa on 4th October 1978. In August 1980 the 
Central Committee of the WCC in a public statement on Namibia called upon its 
member churches to “increase pressure upon the members of the UN Security Council, 
especially those from the West, for a speedy implementation of United Nations 
Resolution 435 (1978).” 


We have been in regular contact with the churches in Namibia, who themselves have 
been victims of the South African government's repression because of their identification 
with the struggle of their people. The recent statement of the WCC Central Committee 
also called upon its member churches to “encourage and support the Council of 
Churches in Namibia and its member churches in the exercise of their prophetic 
ministry.” 


Therefore it was with considerable interest that we received your Report of 24th 
November 1980 to the Security Council on Resolutions 435 (1978) and 439 (1978) 
concerning the question of Namibia and welcomed the possibility of direct talks between 
South Africa and the SWAPO under UN auspices regarding the implementation of these 
resolutions. 


But we are constrained to point out that a careful perusal of the Report has left with us 
a number of questions which we felt we ought to raise with you. Basically there appears to 
be lack of clarity about the objectives of the meeting proposed and about the nature of 
and participation at the meeting. 
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In four of the seven operative paragraphs of the Report there is reference to “mutual 
distrust and lack of confidence” which is described as one of the main obstacles to 
progress in the negotiations. It is rather surprising and even disturbing that this point of 
view, which is obviously that of South Africa, is highlighted as the major issue, since 
according to the Report the UN mission itself had pointed out in its discussion with the 
South African government that the establishment of trust and confidence was “a 
subjective and imprecise criterion.” 


The international community is fully aware that the main obstacle to negotiations on 
Namibia has been the continuing systematic and open defiance by the South African 
government of the decisions of the UN and its agencies related to Namibia. Even after 
the Security Council adopted the Resolution 435 (1978), it held the so-called internal 
elections and constituted a de facto internal government with legislature and Council of 
Ministers flouting the United Nations while continuing its aggression on neighbouring 
countries. 


The meeting planned is described in the Report as a “pre-implementation, multi- 
party meeting in which the parties concerned in the envisaged election would be 
included.” This in no way makes it clear who will participate in the meeting. Is it the 
intention to bring to the table the internal parties that have been foisted and supported by 
the South African government as part of its plan to frustrate and undermine the 
implementation of successive UN resolutions? Again itis not clear what status SWAPO, 
which has been recognized by the United Nations as “the sole legitimate representative 
of the Namibian people”, is being accorded at the meeting. 


Your Report says in paragraph 22 that South Africa has “reaffirmed its continuing 
role as the interlocutor under Resolution 435 (1978).” This description of South Africa as 
“interlocutor” is misleading, since the objective of the resolution is the withdrawal of 
South Africa from Namibia which it illegally occupied. We are sure that your attention 
has already been drawn to the reported statement by South African officials that “South 
Africa would attend the conference as an adviser or observer and would not participate 
in any talks or decisions affecting the constitutional future of the territory.” This 
contradicts paragraph 24 of the Report which states that “the basis of the meeting would 
conform to the formula agreed upon during bilateral discussions held earlier this year on 
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the question of ‘direct talks’. 


There is reference to “other practical proposals”, in additon to Resolution 435 (1978). 
It is not clear what such proposals will include. We welcome your reiteriation that “the 
task of drawing up and adopting a Constitution is the function of the Constituent 
Assembly.” 


We would wholeheartedly welcome a clear proposal for direct talks between South 
Africa and SWAPO under UN auspices for the implementation of Security Council 
Resolution 435 (1978) and thus for the independence of the people of Namibia. 


If South Africa continues to block the implementation of the resolution, then all 
efforts must be directed towards the imposition of comprehensive mandatory sanctions 
under Chapter VII of the UN Charter against the South African regime. Action should 
also be taken to ensure that UN Decree No. | is effectively implemented by global and 
public action to punish the transnational corporations and others guilty of violating the 
Decree by illegally exploiting the natural resources of Namibia. 
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Weare confident that you will understand that we have made these critical comments 
and raised these questions as part of our deep and continuing concern for the people of 
Namibia, a concern which we know, you share. We reaffirm our support for your 
initiatives to find just solutions to the conflict in Namibia and to conflicts in other parts 
of the world, at a time when the international situation is unfortunately worsening. 


We assure you of our prayers in all your efforts especially in this season when we 
celebrate the coming of our Lord who brought the message of peace on earth and good 
will among all people. 


Yours sincerely, 


Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 


Copies of this letter were sent to the governments of the USA, Canada, Great Britain, France, Federal 
Republic of Germany, Tanzania, Mozambique, Zambia, Botswana, Angola and Zimbabwe through 
their Ambassadors at the United Nations. SWAPO and the UN Council for Namibia also received a 
copy. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE STATEMENT, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, 
FEBRUARY 1981 


1. The churches in Namibia have increasingly become targets of attacks from the South 
African authorities as a result of their identification with the people of Namibia in 
their struggle for ‘independence. In a statement of January 15, 1981, the Executive 
Committee of the Namibian Council of Churches (representing the majority of the 
people of Namibia) expressed “its deepest disappointment at the failure of the con- 
ference on Namibia held in Geneva under UN auspices in January.” The statement 
appealed to “all Christians throughout the world to pray without ceasing for the peace 
of Namibia.” 


2. The Central Committee of the WCC, in its statement on Namibia in August 1980, said 
that “the implementation of the plan (the UN plan for Namibia) remains paralyzed 
by South Africa’s continued intransigence.” It called upon its member churches to 
“encourage and support the Council of Churches in Namibia in the exercise of their 
prophetic ministry”, “increase pressure upon the members of the United Nations 
Security Council, especially those from the West, for a speedy implementation of the 
UN Resolution 435 (1978)” and to reaffirm support for the UN position on SWAPO 


“as the authentic representative of the Namibian people.” 


3. Developments related to Namibia during the period after the Central Committee 
have made the situation extremely serious, destroying hopes for an early settlement of 
the conflict and prolonging the agony of the Namibian people. The“ pre-implementation 
conference” on Namibia failed because the government of South Africa refused to 
sign a cease-fire agreement and blatantly defied the UN. The SWAPO declared its 
willingness to comply fully with the UN resolution and to sign the cease-fire agree- 
ment immediately. 
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4. While intensifying repression inside Namibia, South Africa’s operations in Southern 
Angola have been extended in such a way that it is now waging a full-scale war, 
deliberately killing and terrorizing Angolan citizens in any area where SWAPO 
might find support. As part of a strategy of destabilization of the front-line states, 
South Africa is also attacking other countries including Mozambique. 


5. A new aspect of concern in Namibia, especially for the churches, is the illegal 
conscription of young Namibians over 16 years of age for service in the territorial 
militia under white South African officers. As the churches of Namibia pointed out in 
a petition to the President of South Africa, this has resulted in the immediate exodus 
of a large number of young people and “the further polarization of the people of the 
territory.” 


6. The Executive Committee calls upon its member churches 


- toreaffirm their support to the churches and people of Namibia in all their efforts 
to achieve freedom and justice for their country; 


- to support generously programmes for humanitarian assistance to the victims of 
the conflict inside Namibia, Angola and neighbouring countries, in particular by 
supporting the CICARWS appeal of January 1981; 


- to increase pressure, by concerted efforts, on governments of their countries, 
especially the Western governments, to ensure that there is no further delay in the 
implementation of the UN plan for Namibia and to impose comprehensive and 
mandatory sanctions on South Africa (including a withdrawal of investments, an 
end to bank loans, arms embargo and oil sanctions) since it continues to block the 
implementation of the plan. 


The Executive Committee assures the churches in Namibia that at this critical time in 
the history of their country, as they continue to affirm Christ's victory over sin and evil 
as the motive power for their struggle, they are being upheld in intercessory prayers by 
churches around the world. 


STATEMENT BY DR. JOHN HOWE, DR. PHILIP POTTER AND DR. CARL MAU 
ON THE BOMBING OF ST. MARY’S MISSION, 18 JUNE 1981 


The Anglican Consultative Council, the World Council of Churches and the 
Lutheran World Federation are shocked and deeply distressed at the news of the 
bombing of yet another church facility in northern Namibia. Although it had recently 
been inactive due to the war situation, St Mary’s Mission — Anglican Diocesan 
Seminary has played an important role in the education and life of the Christian Church 
in Namibia. It has been hoped that its work would resume as soon as the war ends. Its 
senseless destruction is an affront not only to the whole Christian community but to all 
the people of Namibia. | 


We give thanks for the forgiving spirit found in the people and community of St 
Mary’s Parish. They stand firm in faith and love in spite of the violent destruction of 
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church property. We also give thanks that no one was injured in the attack, which took 
place under cover of the official night curfew. 


We remember the voice of the Council of Churches in Namibia, which is committed 


to work for justice, peace and reconciliation. It is the Council’s conviction that the only 
just, practical and peaceful solution to resolve the conflict in Namibia, and to put a 
speedy end to the bloodshed and growing hatred amongst the people of Namibia, lies in 
immediate implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolution 435 (1978). 


We join the Christians of Namibia in prayer for the peace of their land. The things of 


the world can be destroyed. Christ cannot be destroyed. He lives indeed. 


John Howe Philip Potter Carl H. Mau, Jr. 
Secretary General General Secretary General Secretary 
Anglican Consultative Council World Council of Churches Lutheran World Federation 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT, DRESDEN, GDR, AUGUST 1981 


During the past year, significant changes have occurred in the Namibian situation to 


which the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting in Dresden, 
16-26 August 1981, calls the attention of the churches. 


1. 


a. 


Recent Developments 


Nearly four years of negotiations leading up to the UN Namibia plan collapsed after 
South Africa rejected a solution which it had previously accepted, during a special 
meeting called in January 1981, in Geneva, by UN Secretary-General Waldheim. 


. On 1 May 1981, France, the United Kingdom, and the United States vetoed five UN 


Security Council resolutions proposed by the African Group of States urging 
comprehensive sanctions against South Africa. 


On 3 May 1981, the ministers of the five-nation Western Contact Group (Canada, 
France, Federal Republic of Germany, United Kingdom, United States of America) 
issued a joint statement indicating a move to abandon UN Security Council 
Resolution 435 (1978) as the sole basis for a negotiated settlement for Namibia. 
Further, they stressed their desire to enlarge the negotiation process through the 
inclusion of “all parties”, which would legitimize the claim of the South African- 
backed Democratic Turnhalle Alliance that it represents the Namibian people. 


The new United States Administration has extended its collaboration with the South 
African apartheid regime as an ally and friend. This has given rise, among other 
things, to visits to South Africa of high-level government officials, the offer of 
training to the South African coast guard, increased links between the intelligence 
services of the two countries, and the proposed restoration of direct military ties 
through exchanges of military attachés in their respective embassies. 


More recent developments seem to indicate further revision of the position of the 
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members of the Western Contact Group. Since this has not been made public, its 
implications are unclear. 


Ten years after the decision of the International Court of Justice declaring illegal the 
occupation by South Africa of Namibia, the occupation continues. South Africa has 
expanded its war-like attacks against neighbouring countries. 


The militarization of South Africa has grown into an all-pervasive “total war” 
mentality. Military expenditures rose from US$ 933 million in 1974/75 to US$ 2.9 
billion in 1979/80. They will increase by another 30% by 1982. The South African 
armed forces nearly doubled in size between 1974 and 1979, from 250,000 to 494,000. 


South Africa is openly pursuing a military-political solution in Namibia. To achieve 
this, it has substantially increased its own military presence in the North. Current 
informed estimates of numbers of troops stationed there range between 50,000 and 
100,000. In addition, a law of compulsory military service has been imposed on all 
Namibian men 16 years of age and over. These developments have contributed in a 
major way to the escalation of violence in the conflict and consequent suffering, 
especially of the population in that area. 


There has been a dramatic increase in the number and intensity of South African 
attacks on neighbouring states, especially Mozambique and Angola. A significant 
part of the latter's territory is now occupied by South African troops operating in 
collaboration with the forces of UNITA. South African agents continue and have 
seriously intensified attacks against and assassinations of liberation movement 
leaders in Mozambique, Zimbabwe and elsewhere, and acts of sabotage against 
neighbouring states. 


South Africa continues to develop its nuclear weapons capacity with the help of 
foreign governments and private interests. 


The South African government continues to provide secret funds for the “dis- 
information” activities of groups like the Christian League of Southern Africa 
engaging in campaigns against religious organizations including particularly the 
WCC and the South African Council of Churches. According to South African press 
reports, the Christian League received US$ 408,000 between June 1979 and March 
1980. 


Persecution and torture of many innocent people, including especially pastors and 
church workers in Namibia continue as do attacks on church properties. In the latter 
category targets have included the Evangelical Lutheran Ovambo Kavanga Church 
Printing Press which was totally destroyed on 19 November 1980, and the Diocesan 
Seminary of the Anglican Church, St. Mary’s School of Odibo, which was bombed on 
18 June 1981. 


Recommendations 
In view of this tragic and worsening situation, the Central Committee : 


Calls upon churches and Christians to continue and intensify their efforts to achieve 
a just and peaceful solution for Namibia by: 


1) renewing their efforts to convince governments to adhering to the provisions of 
UN Security Council Resolution 435 as the sole basis for a negotiated settlement 
of the war in Namibia, and of a UN Council for Namibia Decree No. 1, which 
prohibits the exploitation of Namibia’s natural resources; 


2) continuing their support for their peoples, churches and governments of the 
countries of Southern Africa as they seek to resist South African attacks and to 
engage in the urgent tasks of national development; 


3) providing increased moral and material support for the Namibian Council of 
Churches’ exercise of its prophetic ministry; 


4) encouraging and urging churches outside Africa, especially those having direct 
links with Namibia to continue and intensify their efforts with white Christians 
there to join in full fellowship with their black brothers and sisters and to combat 
the racist policies imposed by South Africa on Namibia; 


5) developing educational materials for their constituencies on the detailed provisions 
of the relevant United Nations decisions and on developments in or affecting 
Namibia; 


6) providing increased support for the educational programmes of SWAPO and of 
its humanitarian efforts to meet the needs of the Namibian people as they prepare 
for independence; 


7) giving increased attention to the plight of Namibian refugees in Southern Africa 
and providing jncreased material and other support to the host countries and to 
their churches as they minister to the needs of these refugees. 


. Reiterates its appeals of 1977 and 1980 urging the churches to press their govern- 
ments to follow the action of the United Nations in recognizing SWAPO as the 
authentic representative of the Namibian people; 


Reiterates its appeal for the speedy implementation of UN Security Council 
Resolution 435 (1978) which provides for a United Nations controlled cease-fire 
followed by UN supervised elections leading to independence; 


Reiterates its appeal to all member churches, especially in the five Western countries 
comprising the Contact Group, “to press governments and international organizations 
to enforce comprehensive sanctions against South Africa’; 


Calls upon governments, and especially the Western Contact Group members, to 
resist manoeuvres which would imply recognition of the Democratic Turnhalle 
Alliance as an authentic government in Namibia or seek to impose a “Rhodesia-type 
solution”; 


Commends Christians and churches in Namibia, South Africa and elsewhere in 
Southern Africa for their courageous efforts to remain faithful to the Gospel of our 
One Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and renews its solidarity with them. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO STATE PRESIDENT JOHN 
VORSTER, 4 APRIL 1979 


The World Council of Churches reiterates its appeal to Your Excellency as State 
President of the Republic of South Africa for clemency for Solomon Mahlangu and to 
commute the sentence of death. It makes this appeal again on the basis of the conviction 
that all human life is sacred and that any imposition of the death penalty is an affront to 
God and man. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


WCC/CCIA Statement on the Occasion of the Day of Solidarity with South African Political 
Prisoners, 19 October 1979 (see summary under UNITED NATIONS) 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO BISHOP DESMOND TUTU, 
GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, 
5 NOVEMBER 1979 


We fully endorse the statement you made about actions taken by authorities in one 
part of South Africa against SACC, WCC and several other organizations. We are also 
concerned about the effects of the action on work of our member churches in that part of 
the country especially on humanitarian programmes. Assure you of continuing inter- 
cessions and support from churches in fellowship of WCC for SACC and your leader- 
ship. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES, 7 MARCH 1980 


WCC associates itself with member churches and councils of churches protesting 
against the withdrawal of the passport of Bishop Desmond Tutu. Bishop Tutu has called 
for non-violent measures for bringing down the apartheid system and has worked 
untiringly for a multiracial society. If the South African government does not give him 
the opportunity to travel and represent the cause of freedom and dignity for all people, it 
will once again demonstrate its determination to maintain and forster violent confront- 
ation. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 
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LETTER FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO BISHOP DESMOND TUTU, GENERAL 
SECRETARY OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES AND THE 
OTHER COUNCIL OFFICERS, 29 MAY 1980 


Dear Friends, 


We submit for the eyes of the world to see and for history to record that all of you as 
church and religious leaders are acting in accord with the most fundamental and 
cherished Christian convictions. We are inspired by your example. We are deeply moved 
by the growing numbers of your countrymen and women who from schoolyards, from 
shop floors, from mine shafts, from remote villages are all saying a resounding NO to the 
apartheid system. We stand shoulder to shoulder with you as you continue giving your 
witness in that land where dark-skinned girls must “borrow food for widowed mothers” 
and bullets are the only response to eight year olds armed with rocks and resolve. 


Weat the World Council of Churches deplore the rising repression which is the South 
African government's solitary reaction to a people who, out of their love for country and 
their Christian and humanitarian commitment peacefully protest against injustices. We 
call upon that government to accept fundamental change as the only alternative that will 
avert the loss of lives and property. 


The world remembers the events of only four years ago when many children paid the 
ultimate price so that their sisters and brothers, born and yet unborn, might be accorded 
the glorious heritage of being a free and equal people. We salute those children who stood 
up then. We salute the children and workers from Durban and Capetown who nowstand 
straight and tall. As the late Nobel Peace Price Winner Chief Albert Luthuli said of 
another generation, “they represent the highest in morality and ethics in the South 
African political struggle... without their leadership, brotherhood and humanity may be 
blasted out of existence in South Africa for long decades to come.” In the spirit of Luke 
10:27 we stand in growing numbers behind those children and others, for they are our 
children too. We pledge ourselves not merely to deplore but to mobilize more inter- 
national pressure on the South African government until such time as the fundamentals 
of apartheid racism are eradicated. We join with you in your struggle towards that vision 
where one day the children of South Africa “will live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the colour of their skin but by the content of their character.” 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, AUGUST 
1980 


1. Zimbabwe's independence on 18 April 1980 has drastically changed the regional 
balance of power throughout Southern Africa. This change has resulted in further 
strengthening the struggle both within and outside South Africa against the apartheid 
regime. It is highlighted by the increasing number of strikes, school boycotts and bomb 
attacks on strategic targets (e.g Sasol refineries). 
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2. The South African government is responding to these increased pressures by the 
so-called “total strategy” which is said to be necessary against a “total onslaught’ from 
“communist forces”. This “total strategy’ aims at coordinating and controlling all 
aspects of national life — cultural, economic, military and political — for the purpose of 
defending and maintaining the present white-controlled power structures. It aims at 
creating a black middle class, especially in the urban-industrial areas in order to obtain 
its support for the system, thus undermining black solidarity in the struggle for 
liberation. 


3. Atthe same time hundreds of thousands of black people are forcefully moved to 
the so-called homelands where poverty is escalating on an ever-wider scale. These so- 
called homelands which are given the semblance of political independence are kept 
economically totally dependent on the white-controlled Republic of South Africa 


4. On the international level, the South African government promotes the notion of 
a constellation of Southern African States centred upon South Africa and joined together 
in the hope of a mutually advantageous economic interdependency and a united 
resistance to a so-called external communist threat, but with the real aim of dominating 
Southern Africa. 


5. The South African Council of Churches (SACC) requested a meeting of church 
leaders with the government to express their views on the situation. The meeting was held 
on August 7, 1980. 


6. The South African government, which has a fundamental policy of retaining 
power in the hands of the white minority group, claims that it acts in the name of 
Christian civilization. This claim demands unequivocal rejection, particularly on the 
part of churches and Christians everywhere in terms of their faith and loyalty to Christ 


Recommendations 


The Central Committee calls upon the World Council of Churches, its member 
churches and all Christians: 


7. to declare that apartheid is a sin which as a fundamental matter of faith is to be 
rejected as a perversion of the Christian Gospel. (This may be expressed in terms of a 
covenant, status confessionis or equivalent commitment); 


8. to encourage and support the South African Council of Churches and the churches 
in South Africa in the exercise of their prophetic ministry and their demand for a 
fundamental change of the present political system, and continue to express solidarity 
and fellowship with all those in that country who struggle for a more just society and join 
prayers with theirs for the peaceful achievement of justice. 


9. to press governments and international organizations to enforce comprehensive 
sanctions against South Africa, including a withdrawal of investments, an end to bank 
loans, arms embargo and oil sanctions and in general for the isolation of the State of 
South Africa. 


10. to cease any direct and, as far as possible, indirect financial involvement in 
activities which support the apartheid regime. 
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11. In view of the above and following upon the recommendations of the World 
Consultation on Racism in June 1980 in the Netherlands, the Central Committee also 
calls upon its member churches to condemn : 


a) theconcept of Bantustans and the consequent artificial creation of an urban/rural 
division of the black population and the use of a black middle class as a buffer; 


b) the “constellation of Southern African States” as envisaged by the South African 
regime; 


c) the increased repression of people who oppose the system (e.g. detention without 
trial, torture and killings): 


d) the systematic withdrawal of South African nationality and the benefits of 
citizenship from black people. 


WCC/CCIA Statement on the Policies of the Government of South Africa to the Special Political 
Committee of the United Nations General Assembly, 13 November 1980 (see summary under 
UNITED NATIONS) 


WCC/CCIA Statement at the International Seminar on Loans to South Africa organized by the 
United Nations, 5 April 1981 (see summary under UNITED NATIONS) 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT 
RAIDS ON SQUATTER CAMPS, DRESDEN, GDR, AUGUST 1981 


In the middle of a particularly harsh winter, on July 16 this year at Nyanga, a large 
township near Capetown, police with dogs and teargas dispersed nearly 800 people, 
largely women and children, from their makeshift homes of plastic and wood. On 
Tuesday, August 19, armed police with bulldozers and teargas destroyed the houses of 
400 people again at Nyanga. Police action included preventing clergy and community 
workers from bringing food and shelter to infants and mothers. Recent reports also 
indicate that 2,000 women and children were forcibly taken to the Transkei. 


We see these recent attacks upon African squatter settlements as part of a persistent 
and systematic effort by the South African regime to relocate the African population into 
the so-called homelands — waterless and inhospitable rockpiles where unemployment, 
poverty and degradation exist and grow at an ever increasing pace. 


These recent attacks are a manifestation of the policy of the South African govern- 
ment to “Bantustanize” the African population, making them non-citizens in their own 
land. These actions are an integral component of the overall systematic assault of 
apartheid upon the daily lives and indeed very existence of the African, Asian and 
Coloured populations. The 1980 WCC Central Committee meeting stated that apartheid 
is “a sin which as a fundamental matter of faith is to be rejected as a perversion of the 
Christian Gospel.” 
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The WCC Central Committee, meeting in Dresden, August 1981, reiterates its 
rejection of apartheid with is consequent denial of human worth and particularly 
the violation of the right of husbands, wives and children to live in community 
together; 


reaffirms its solidarity with the victims of apartheid and its support to their struggle 
for liberation and a full life in their country, South Africa. 


The Central Committee calls upon its member churches and all Christians : 


l. to condemn the South African regime’s barbarous act of destroying African 
families and the makeshift houses of defenceless people, violating their family 
lives; 


2. to condemn the systematic denial of South African citizenship to black people, 
including the withdrawal of passports; 


3. to encourage and support the South African Council of Churches and the 
churches in South Africa in their exercise of a prophetic ministry; 


4. to intensify their opposition to apartheid in solidarity and fellowship with all 
those, inside and outside the country, who are struggling for a just South Africa. 


ANNOUNCEMENT “WCC ENDS RELATIONS WITH THREE SOUTH AFRICA 
RELATED BANKS”, 15 SEPTEMBER 1981 


Geneva, September 15 (EPS) — Steps to end relationships with two Swiss and one 
German bank doing business with South Africa and thereby “supporting the system of 
racism embodied in apartheid” were announced here today by the World Council of 
Churches. 


The decision to break relations with the Dresdner Bank, the Union Bank of Switzer- 
land and the Swiss Bank Corporation was taken by the WCC’s Executive Committee in 
line with a policy resolution detailed by the WCC Central Committee in 1972 and first 
commended by the WCC’s 1968 Assembly in Uppsala Sweden when it urged that invest- 
ments in “institutions that perpetuate racism” should be terminated. 


That continuing policy led to the WCC closing its account with the Midland Bankin 
1974 and receiving assurances that two other banks would cease loans to South Africa. 


In 1980, faced with new evidence of a growing and covert investment in apartheid, the 
WCC’s Central Committee pressed for renewed international efforts to end bank loans 
and any “financial involvement in activities which support the apartheid regime.” 


A set of five criteria was approved by the WCC Executive Committee in February 
1981 and applied to the banks used by the WCC. 


The criteria ask whether a bank: 
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- maintains facilities in South Africa 

- regularly appears as a “manager” of loans and/or bond issues to South Africa 
- has continued substantive lending since the events of Soweto in 1976 

- grants loans having direct/indirect military purposes 

- makes loans which benefit the nuclear industry. 


After six months of discussion and correspondence, the following six banks presently 
meet the WCC criteria: 


Algemene Bank Nederland 
Bankers Trust Company 
Banque Scandinave en Suisse 
Lloyds Bank Limited 
Skandinaviska Enskilda Banken 
Union Bank of Finland 


WCC relations will be maintained with six other banks “pending the results of further 
dialogue” : 


American Express Bank (Switzerland) 

Banque Internationale pour lAfrique Occidentale, Paris 
Banque Worms, Paris 

Morgan Guaranty Trust Co., New York 

Sal Oppenheim Jr. & Cie., Cologne 

Schroeder, Muenchmeyer, Hengst & Co., Frankfurt 


Banks which could serve as acceptable alternatives to those from which the WCC 
withdrew include : 


Genossenschaftliche Zentralbank, Basle 
Internationale Genossenschaftsbank, Ziirich 
Algemene Bank Nederland, Geneva Office 
Lloyds Bank Limited 


The WCC’s latest action on withdrawal of investment in South Africa was preceded 
by initiatives throughout its constituency, notably in the USA, Great Britain and the 
Caribbean. 


In a letter to member churches, WCC General Secretary Dr. Philip Potter acknow- 
ledges the long and satisfactory services provided by the banks concerned but says the 
Council has no choice but to break relations in order to “express the WCC’s full support 
for the liberation of South Africa from the system of racism embodied in apartheid.” 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE RESOLUTION ON CEDING OF SOUTH AFRICAN 
LAND TO SWAZILAND, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, JULY 1982 


The decision by the South African government to cede large tracts of territory in the 
Ingwavuma area of Kwazulu and the Kangwane area of Transvaal Province together 
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with over 800,000 South African citizens, to the Kingdom of Swaziland represents a new 
strategy by the Apartheid regime and carries with it new possibilities of widespread 
violence involving both black and white in South Africa. 


The Central Committee urges the Programme to Combat Racism and the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs to investigate this development with a view to 
providing more detailed information to member churches, advising them on appropriate 
action which might be taken vis-a-vis their own governments and directly with the 
government of South Africa; also to advise the General Secretary on any action to be 
taken by the World Council of Churches. 


STATEMENT BY NINAN KOSHY, CCIA DIRECTOR ON BEHALF OF THE 
WCC ON THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND’S LOAN TO SOUTH 
AFRICA, 9 NOVEMBER 1982 


The WCC deplores the decision of the Executive Board of the International 
Monetary Fund to approve a loan of US$ 1.07 billion to South Africa. This loan is 
granted at a time when repression is mounting in South Africa, through new legislative 
and administrative actions for further dispossession, new evictions and terror tactics of 
the South African Special Task Force. This loan is granted at a time when South Africa is 
vigorously pursuing its attempts for political and economic destabilization of 
neighbouring countries especially Angola and Mozambique. Since independence there 
has been no let-up in the onslaught on Angola but since August 23 last year South Africa 
has occupied a large portion of Southern Angola and has continued its aggression. This 
loan is granted at a time when South Africa has virtually blocked the negotiations for the 
independence of Namibia. This action of the IMF endorsing the policies of the South 
African government therefore calls for strong protest 


The international community had clearly expressed its opposition to the loan by a 
resolution adopted by the UN General Assembly 22nd October with one hundred and 
twenty one countries in favour of and three against the resolution. The defiance of world 
public opinion by the IMF and the cynical manner in which some powerful countries 
have acted should not go unchallenged. The claim by the IMF, that there are no 
“political” considerations involved and that the decisions are “technical”, is untenable. 
Several instances in the recent past can be cited when decisions about loans have been 
taken on political considerations and conditions with serious political implications have 
been attached to loans. The experiences of Grenada, Vietnam, and Nicaragua which 
were denied loans and the conditions imposed on Tanzania and Jamaica expose the 
claim by the IMF that its decisions are “non-political”. The United States forced through 
a loan to El Salvador earlier this year although IMF staff had judged that the standby 
programme under which the loan was made could not be implemented. 


It is known that most of the imports, resulting in the huge balance of payment deficit 
for South Africa qualifying it for the loan, were related to military and related supplies. 
These imports were made at a time when gold price was falling fast. It is pointed out that 
the $1.1 billion loan was roughly equal to the increase in South Africa’s military 
expenditures from 1980 to 1982. The military implications of the loan have thus been well 
known. 
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It is worth recalling that during 1976 the IMF lent South Africa a total of US$ 464 
million and in 1977 it lent another $ 107 million. These were the critical years of Soweto 
uprising and worldwide protest against South Africa. At that time South Africa received 
from the Fund more than any country except Mexico and Great Britain and more than 
the rest of Africa together. The IMF loan then also almost exactly corresponded to the 
increase in South Africa’s arms spending during that period. 


As the unpublished report of the study by the UN Secretariat, made at the request of 
the Special Committee of 24 said “Defence expenditure leading to budget deficits, budget 
deficits leading to inflation, inflation leading to balance-of-payments problems — that is 
the indirect path by which South Africa arrived at the IMF’s door” (International Herald 
Tribune, 22nd October 1982). 


The conditions of the IMF loan have not been disclosed. But it is not difficult to 
visualize which sections would be the hardest hit by the austerity measures which 
invariably follow IMF loans. Already the increase in the General Sales Tax has struck 
principally at the black majority. The Rand Daily Mail of 22nd October predicted 
“restrictive monetary and fiscal policies with all the unpleasant consequences they must 
have for unemployment, living standards and new fixed investment.” It added “in many 
countries, of course, governments can be gravely threatened and even kicked out of office 
for agreeing to such IMF inspired measures. Fortunately for Mr. Horwood — the 
Finance Minister — and the Cabinet the masses of the least privileged groups in South 
Africa — those who will feel the impact of rising unemployment — have no vote in the 
affairs of their country.” Itis clear that the black majority will have to bear the bruntof the 
measures that qualify the South African government to receive the loan for accelerating 
militarization. 


We deplore the decision of the IMF Executive Board, because in addition to 
bolstering the apartheid policy in general this loan also gives a green signal to private 
banks and corporations to continue loans to and investments in South Africa. The IMF 
has thus again intervened on a massive scale on the side of the apartheid regime, fully 
aware of the political and military implications of its decision — acting as a guarantor for 
private loans and investments. 


It is because we are convinced that the effect of foreign investments in South Africa 
and loans to that country is endorsing the policies of apartheid and prolonging the 
suffering of the people there that we protest against this decision. 


This decision of the Executive Board of the IMF has again underlined the special 
responsibility of churches and Christians in West Europe and North America whose 
governments by supporting such actions continue to undergird the policies of the South 
African regime. 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO STATE PRESIDENT MARAIS 
VILJOEN, 3 DECEMBER 1982 


World Council of Churches appeals to you to show clemency and commute the death 
sentences of Marcus Motaung, Jerry Mosololi, Simon Mogoerane, Bobby Tsotsobe, 
Johannes Shabangu and David Moise. STOP. We make this appeal on the basis of our 
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conviction that all human life is sacred. STOP. We believe that such an act would be a 
step towards efforts for reconciliation. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


ZIMBABWE 


STATEMENT BY DR. PHILIP POTTER IN SUPPORT OF THE APPEAL BY THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS, 23 MARCH 1979 


The World Council of Churches supports the appeal issued by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross on 19th March, 1979, to the parties in the conflict in 
Zimbabwe to enable the ICRC to carry out properly its humanitarian tasks of protection 
and assistance to victims of war. 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches meeting in Jamaica in 
January 1979 in the statement on “The Churches and Southern Africa” pointed out that 
violence has escalated on all sides of the conflict resulting in the deaths of many innocent 
civilians. The WCC reiterates its support to the people of Zimbabwe in their struggle for 
self-determination and justice and its call for negotiated settlement among all parties re- 
affirming that “internal settlement” and “national unity” government will only 
perpetuate white minority power and privileges. The WCC expresses its deep concern 
about the nature and intensity of violence in the conflict which makes it extremely 
difficult for the ICRC, the WCC, the churches in the area and other agencies to render 
humanitarian assistance to the victims of the conflict. 


The WCC appeals to all parties in the conflict, including those to whom it has 
extended assistance for humanitarian programmes, to enable the ICRC to perform the 
tasks which are based on international humanitarian law and for which it has the firm 
support of the international community. 


Philip Potter 


General Secretary 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE STATEMENT, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, 
SEPTEMBER 1979 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches meeting at the 
Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, Switzerland, from September 10 to 14, 1979 
welcomes the constitutional conference on Zimbabwe which began on September 10, 


1979 at Lancaster House, London, following up the declaration of the Commonwealth 
Conference at Lusaka in August 1979; 
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recalls that the WCC has on several occasions called upon member churches to support 
international efforts for a negotiated and peaceful settlement in Zimbabwe, involving all 
parties to the conflict, and has criticized the internal settlement and its constitution 
which provides for the maintenance of the white minority’s power and privileges; 


recognizes that the constitutional conference on Zimbabwe differs substantially from 
earlier constitutional conferences held for the decolonization of British colonies, 
because of the continuing war, the degree of international involvement and the residual 
nature of British constitutional authority; 


assures the people of Zimbabwe that they are upheld by the intercessions of the churches 
in the fellowship of the World Council of Churches at this time of crucial negotiations 
regarding their future, and 


urges the United Kingdom government, the government in Zimbabwe- Rhodesia and the 
Patriotic Front to work for a comprehensive settlement that would bring an end to the 
war, provide a constitution in which all citizens will enjoy equal rights, and ensure an 
adequate and impartial machinery for the maintenance of law and order during the 
transitional period and for the conduct and supervision of elections. 


STATEMENT BY DR. PHILIP POTTER ON THE OCCASION OF THE SIGNING 
OF THE LANCASTER HOUSE AGREEMENT, 21 DECEMBER 1979 


The World Council of Churches welcomes the agreement reached at the Lancaster 
House Conference on Zimbabwe on the independence constitution, transition plans 
and cease-fire. It joins the people of Zimbabwe in expressing the hope that the agree- 
ment will lead Zimbabwe to independence with justice and peace. 


The Council calls upon the British government to take all necessary steps to ensure 
the conduct of free and fair elections. One precondition for this is an immediate end to all 
executions, and the promised release of all political prisoners. 


The WCC urges its member churches to recognize the massive humanitarian needs 
related to the return of refugees, resettlement of displaced persons and the rebuilding ofa 
war-torn country and appeals for continuing support of the Commission on Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) as it plans to expand its ongoing 
humanitarian programme for the people of Zimbabwe. 


Out of its long-standing concern for justice in Zimbabwe expressed through actions 
and statements that have supported the struggles for liberation, the Council calls the 
attention of its member churches to several serious problems that may affect the 
implementation of plans made at the Lancaster House Conference. Among them we 
draw special attention to: 


- thevery short duration of the transitional period making difficult the return of the 
refugees and displaced persons in time for participation in elections, 


- the problems created by the fact that there is no registration of voters and no 
electoral roll, 
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- the difficulties of effectively implementing the cease-fire because of insufficient 
monitoring forces and the presence of private armies, 


- constitutional provisions which build in difficulties for stability of government, 
much needed land reform, etc., 


- the threats already expressed of military coup and armed intervention from out- 
side. 


The World Council of Churches therefore appeals to its member churches to bring 
these issues before their governments and the United Nations. 


The Council also commends its worldwide membership to continue to uphold the 
people of Zimbabwe in their intercessions at this crucial period in their history. 


Philip A. Potter 
General Secretary 


MESSAGE BY WCC ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO ZIMBABWEAN 
CHURCH LEADERS, JANUARY 1980 


On behalf of the World Council of Churches I send this message to you as the 
appointed leaders and representatives of the churches and communities in Zimbabwe 
who are related to the ecumenical movement Greetings to you in the name of our 
common Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. May his blessing and the power of his Spirit 
guide and strengthen you during these decisive moments in the history of your beloved 
country. 


As you know, the World Council of Churches — over a long period of time — has 
been concerned about, and has observed the many, sometimes conflicting efforts in the 
struggle for peace and liberation in Zimbabwe. We have followed closely and keenly the 
most recent negotiations of the Lancaster Conference where all the interested and 
affected parties were represented. 


In a statement issued on December 21, 1979, the General Secretary expressed the 
hope that the agreement would lead to genuine justice and peace for the people of 
independent Zimbabwe. He also drew the attention of all the parties involved, the inter- 
national community and the churches to several serious problems which might still 
affect the implementation of the agreement 


We all know that some of these problems have indeed emerged. As the people of 
Zimbabwe go through this very crucial historical period, we wish to express our solidarity 
with the Churches there in their concern and work for genuine and lasting peace and 
justice. We are one with you in your prayers and expectations and hope that peace and 
justice will be accomplished to meet the deepest aspirations of the Zimbabwean people. 


In the past we have supported you with our prayers; we have endeavoured to help you 
in your efforts for development, relief and reconciliation. With the dawn ofa newstagein 
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the development of Zimbabwe, you are now facing the tremendous task of resettling dis- 
placed people and returning refugees, of rehabilitation and reconstruction. The WCC 
and its member churches are prepared to make their contribution to the construction of a 
new, peaceful and just society Zimbabwe. This message is being brought to you by two 
staff colleagues of the World Council who are visiting Zimbabwe in order to obtain 
reliable and direct information about the present situation and to discuss appropriate 
ways of ecumenical assistance to the churches in Zimbabwe in the task of reconstruction 
and reconciliation which lies ahead. 


With fraternal greetings, 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 


Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE STATEMENT, LIEBFRAUENBERG, FRANCE, 
FEBRUARY 1980 


On 21 December 1979 the General Secretary of the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) in a statement welcomed the agreement reached at the Lancaster House Con- 
ference on Zimbabwe on the independence Constitution, transition plans and cease-fire. 
The statement called upon the British government “to make all necessary steps to ensure 
the conduct of free and fair elections.” It also called the attention of the member churches 
of the WCC “to several serious problems that may affect the implementation of plans 
made at the Lancaster House Conference.” 


At its meeting in February 1980 the WCC Executive Committee received a report 
regarding the political situation and the humanitarian needs of Rhodesia. 


A number of disturbing developments which have taken place in Rhodesia during 
the period of implementation of the agreement have underlined the gravity of the 
problems mentioned in the General Secretary's statement. Among such developments, 
special mention has to be made of 


the deployment of Rhodesian security forces in violation of the Lancaster House 
agreement; 


- extension of the emergency and martial law regulations which give unbridled 
powers to the security forces; 


- the activities of more than 20,000 “Auxiliaries” (the private army of the former 
Prime Minister Bishop Muzorewa, leader of one of the parties in the elections) 
who have not been disengaged or monitored; 


- thecontinued presence of South African troops inside Rhodesia in spite of reports 
to the contrary; 


- the activities of some groups of the armed forces of the liberation movements 
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which have refused to report at assembly points because of mistrust of Rhodesian 
security forces and the lack of sufficient monitoring forces; 


the prevention by the Governor's administration of the return of many refugees, 
by creating difficulties regarding transport and entry into the country as reported 
by representatives of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and 
other organizations; 


the ordinance giving extraordinary powers to the Governor to abrogate elections 
in any of the administrative districts “if he finds free and fair voting cannot take 
place because of intimidation”, and consequently preventing free and fair 
elections. 


The Executive Committee strongly deplores the actions of the British government 


and other parties to the agreement in contravention of the Lancaster House agreement, 
putting into serious jeopardy the processes leading to independence of Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe). 


The Committee reiterates the appeal to the British government which holds the 


authority under which the Governor's administration in Rhodesia acts “to take all 
necessary steps to ensure the conduct of free and fair elections’ and immediately to take 
measures : 
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to lift martial law; 


to disengage the security forces and to confine the auxiliaries to barracks and to 
monitor them; 


to increase substantially the numerical strength of the monitoring forces; 
to ensure that all South African troops leave Rhodesia; 


to implement the provisions of the Lancaster House agreement for maintenance 
of law and order and for dealing with breaches of cease-fire. (According to the 
agreement “the primary responsibility for dealing with breaches of the cease-fire 
will rest with the Commanders of the forces through the mechanism of liaison 
officers of the monitoring force”); 


to expedite the return of refugees especially those in Mozambique and Zambia so 
that they can participate in the elections. 


The Executive Committee 


calls the attention of the member churches to the fact that unless immediate action 
is taken by the British government to ensure the implementation of the Lancaster 
House agreement, there is the possibility that elections may not be free and fair; 


alerts them to threats made by the parties involved in the situation of re-escalation 
of violence, military coup by Rhodesian security forces and open armed 
intervention by South Africa and others after the elections; 


requests them to bring these concerns before their governments and to support the 
efforts of the United Nations, the Commonwealth and the Organization for 
African Unity to help the people of Zimbabwe to achieve independence with 
justice and peace; 


urges them to support the continuing efforts of WCC in cooperation with churches 
and related agencies inside Zimbabwe to meet the immediate and long-term 
needs of the people of Zimbabwe and to continue to uphold them in their inter- 
cessions as they try to rebuild their war-torn country. 


MESSAGE FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE CHURCHES OF ZIMBABWE 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE CELEBRATION OF INDEPENDENCE, 16 APRIL 
1980 


We rejoice with you and all the people of Zimbabwe on this happy and momentous 
occasion when you celebrate the independence of your country and we send you 
greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour who came to free and unite us. The 
churches around the world in the fellowship of the World Council of Churches share 
your joy and as manifestation of this the WCC will be represented at the independence 
day functions by the Honourable Justice Annie Jiagge of Ghana, a distinguished African 
woman who is a President of the WCC. As we thank God for the freedom he has given 
with all the problems and risks it entails, we pray to Him to help us all to use it unselfishly, 
and to grow in that love which both needs freedom and creates it for others. 


The people of Zimbabwe have attained independence after a long and protracted 
struggle which reflected the determination to achieve justice and dignity but which 
brought in its wake much human suffering. We remember the thousands who lost their 
lives during the course of the struggle. We also especially remember their families and 
uphold them in our prayers. 


We are aware of the formidable problems your country faces today and also of the 
mounting expectations of the people. We are confident that the churches will continue to 
play their part in the immediate tasks of resettling and rehabilitating the refugees who are 
now returning to the country and the tens of thousands of people who have been dis- 
located within the country. May we assure you again of our support for such pro- 
grammes, reflecting in tangible terms the concern and care of churches around the world 
for the people of Zimbabwe. We realize that the churches have a more important role in 
the long-term task of rebuilding the nation and in helping to define the goals of a new 
society which will ensure justice and dignity for all. 


During the past several years direct contacts with you from us and from vast sections 
of our constituency have been rather limited. We want to remind you on this occasion 
how important and enriching is the experience of belonging to the worldwide fellowship 
of the churches. We are confident that in the new situation there will be much greater 
opportunities for contacts and exchange of ideas and experiences. We assure you of our 
prayerful support as you are set today amid the perplexity of a changing order and face to 
face with great new tasks. We hope that with a new sense of mission a new spirit of unity 
will develop among the churches which will in turn significantly contribute to the unity 
of the people of Zimbabwe. 
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We praise God for the spirit of reconciliation seen today among your people and for 
the initiatives the leaders of your country have taken for reconciliation. It will be in bold 
attempts to realize justice in Zimbabwe that the barriers that have been erected over the 
years will be broken and true reconciliation achieved. We pray for the healing of the 
broken bonds of life in Zimbabwe. 


We pray for the leaders of your nation that they may be equal to thetrust that is placed 
in them and do what is right without selfishness or fear and that they may be given the 
wisdom and the vision to build a “new Zimbabwe that will be the pride of all Africa.” 


May we once again assure you of our continued intercessions for you and of all 
possible support as now and in the years to come you respond to new demands in the 
society and the nation, in faithfulness to our Lord who has called us. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 
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ASIA 


INDIA 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
COUNCIL, 21 MAY 1979 


On the basis of information received on the freedom of religion bill World Council of 
Churches shares concern of all churches in India and encourages you in making 
representations to authorities of government of India. STOP. WCC reaffirms its 
commitment and support for promotion of religious liberty and human rights for all 
people. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


INDOCHINA 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE ADOPTS GUIDELINES ON INDOCHINA, KINGSTON, 
JAMAICA, JANUARY 1979 


The consequences of thirty years of war in Indochina were still being felt. Alliances 
involving the USA, the USSR, China and the Indochinese nations added new aspects to 
existing international conflicts in the area. The churches and the WCC should keep this 
situation under constant review. In the light of the escalation of the conflict between 
Vietnam and Cambodia, and its possible implications for the area as a whole, urgent 
special attention was required on this particular matter. The CCIA should seek to 
provide, within its possibilities, objective information about the nature of these 
respective national situations and the regional context. Such information should reflect 
comprehensively the total Unit II involvement in the area. Close cooperation with the 
Christian Conference of Asia should be maintained. 


MESSAGE FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS, 19 JUNE 1979 


The World Council of Churches reiterates its support for all your efforts and those of 
UNHCR for assistance and resettlement of refugees from Indochina. In view of the fast 
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deteriorating situation and the need for more concerted international efforts WCC 
welcomes the proposal for a new international conference under UN auspices with the 
widest possible participation. Though the burden on countries like Thailand and 
Malaysia has become very heavy it is essential to ensure that refugees are not turned away 
and forced into situations that endanger their lives. We urge you to have further 
discussions with Vietnamese government for measures that would avoid undue 
hardship and danger for those who leave the country especially in view of critical 
questions being raised about present government policies on people wishing or being 
forced to leave the country. WCC is calling upon member churches to increase assistance 
to refugees and to bring pressure on their governments especially in the richer countries 
to accept more refugees from Indochina. 


DELEGATION TO INDOCHINA, 7 - 23 JANUARY 1981 


The Indochina Advisory Group in the WCC had felt for sometime that there was 
need fora WCC staff visit to Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea for a general assessment of 
the political and economic situations in these countries and for meetings with the 
churches. Jean Fischer (Director, CICARWS) and Ninan Koshy (Executive Secretary, 
CCIA) visited Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea from 7-23 January 1981, meeting political 
leaders and senior officials in the governments and churches. 


Their report analysed with regard to Vietnam the economic situation, the relations 
between the South and the North, salient features of the new constitution, refugee flow, 
foreign policy, religious policy and the situation of the church. On Kampuchea the report 
described the economic situation, external relations, important features of the constitution 
and the situation of the church. The report also analysed the economic priorities, foreign. 
policy and the situation of the church in Laos. 


The report concluded : 


“Unless some of the new diplomatic initiatives are responded to or others taken, 
the Indochina situation promises only continuing impasse amid even more 
confrontation. The people not only of Indochina but also of some of the 
neighbouring countries will suffer and there will be further polarization in South- 
East Asia, greater diversion of scarce resources in the region from peaceful to 
military purposes and enlargement of the Sino-Soviet dispute. 


“Recent developments have inevitably strengthened the bonds among Vietnam, 
Kampuchea and Laos. This may be the fulfilment of Ho Chi Minh’s dream but if 
all roads in Indochina now lead to Hanoi that is more. by the force of 
circumstances and pressure from countries outside the region than by any 
deliberate plans for an Indochina federation. The same can be said about 
Vietnam’s dependence on the Soviet Union. Peace and justice in the region will be 
furthered only by enabling the countries of Indochina to have greater room for 
manoeuvrability in relations among themselves and with countries outside the 
region. The ‘strategy of denial’ at present followed by the Western nations and 
their Asian allies will only prolong the conflicts in the region.” 
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KOREA 


LETTER FROM CCIA DIRECTOR TO THE AMBASSADOR OF THE PERMANENT 
MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA IN GENEVA, 3 APRIL 1979 


Your Excellency, 


I am writing this to bring to your kind attention a matter of deep concern to the World 
Council of Churches. 


We have received information about the arrest and detention of several staff 
members of the Korea Christian Academy. The Korea Christian Academy is an 
important institution of the Korean churches and has done pioneering work in various 
fields of activity. Its Director, Dr. Won Yong Kang, is a distinguished Christian leader 
who is a member of the Central and Executive Committees of the World Council of 
Churches. 


According to information we have received Dr. Won Yong Kang was detained for five 
days and released on 1st April. Six staff members of the Academy have been under arrest 
since March 13th. We have also known that nine other persons connected with the work 
of the Academy have been detained. We have been informed that the detainees have had 
no charges laid against them, have had no access to legal counsel and no contact with 
friends or family. 


Dr. Philip Potter, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, has sent the 
following messages tq the General Secretary of the National Council of Churches in 
Korea and to Dr. Won Yong Kang. 


Kim Kwan Suk 2.4.1979 
Kocouncil 

Seoul 

Korea 


Deeply concerned about detention of staff and others related to Korea Christian Academy 
especially about Dr. Won Yong Kang who is a member of the Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches. STOP. Kindly keep us in formed about developments. STOP. Assure you of 
our continued support and prayers. 


Dr. Won Yong Kang 2.4.1979 
Christiansocio 

Seoul 

Korea 


Deeply concerned to receive news about your detention and of staff of Academy. STOP. Please 
keep us informed of developments. STOP. Assure you of our continued support and prayers. 
STOP. With warm personal greetings. 


We are receiving enquiries and expressions of concern from our member churches 
and friends of the Academy in different parts of the world. We would therefore very much 
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appreciate if you will kindly convey our grave concern in the matter to the authorities and 
inform us of the reasons for the detention of the staff of the Korea Christian Academy. 


With greetings and good wishes. 
Yours respectfully, 


Leopoldo J. Niilus 
Director 


WCC/CCIA Submission to the UN Division of Human Rights of Documentation on human 
rights in the Republic of Korea, 17 May 1979 


TELEGRAM FROM CCIA DIRECTOR TO THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE 
KOREAN STUDENTS CHRISTIAN FEDERATION, 19 OCTOBER 1979 


We have learned with deep concern alleged arrest of chaiman and board member of 
Korean Students Christian Federation. STOP. We will watch developments meantime 
please receive our prayerful support. 


Leopoldo J. Niilus 
Director 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE ACTING PRESIDENT CHOI 
KUY-HA, 30 NOVEMBER 1979 


World Council of Churches expresses deep concern about arrest of one hundred and 
fifty people after YWCA November 24 and KSCF November 26 meetings and appeals 
for their release. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


The same message was sent to the Martial Law Commander. 


LETTER FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO MEMBER CHURCHES IN KOREA, 
3 SEPTEMBER 1980 


Our Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting in Geneva, 
Switzerland, August 14-22, 1980, expresses to its member churches in the Republic of 
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Korea profound concern at this time of suffering and anguish in the life of your nation. 


We thank God for the constant witness of Korean Christians which has been 
characterized by evangelistic zeal and commitment to justice and basic human rights for 
all persons. We assure you of the unwavering solidarity and prayerful support of 
Christians in all parts of the world. 


Westill hope that the referendum scheduled for October will lead to the restoration of 
democratic institutions. We trust that the trial of Kim Dae Jung and his co-defendant 
now in progress will be conducted fairly and openly and, if any of the defendants should 
be found guilty, that their sentences will reflect not vindictiveness but rather humanitarian 
concern for the defendants and the entire populace. We earnestly await the release of 
these defendants and all other political prisoners and detainees. 


“May (the Lord) strengthen you, in his glorious might, with ample power to meet 
whatever comes with fortitude, patience and joy; and to give thanks to the Father who has 
made you fit to share the heritage of God’s people in the realm of light.” (Colossians 
1:11-12 NEB). 


In His name, 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


TELEGRAM FROM WCC ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO PRESIDENT 
CHUN DOO HWAN, 6 NOVEMBER 1980 


Profoundly disturbed that the appeals trial of Kim Dae Jung and co-defendants has 
resulted in confirmation of severe sentences imposed by original trial. STOP. Provided 
that the supreme court appeal is conducted in an open and fair manner we are confident 
that the previous judgements will be reversed. STOP. WCC member churches through- 
out the world would applaud their rapid acquittal. STOP. 


Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 


DELEGATION TO KOREA, 10-17 JANUARY 1981 


In response to the events in Kwang-ju, the death sentence against Kim Dae Jung, and 
the imposition of martial law, the WCC Central Committee August 1980 adopted the text 
of a pastoral letter to the member churches in the Republic of Korea, which was sent on 
September 3, 1980 (see page 102 ). The Central Committee also requested the General 
Secretary to arrange “an ecumenical team visit to the Republic of Korea and to take other 
appropriate action in consultation with member churches in the Republic.” A 
preparatory visit by CCIA staff members Erich Weingartner and Victor Hsu was made in 
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October 1980, and after consultations with member churches and government officials, 
the dates for the team visit were set for January 10-17, 1981. Team members included Rev. 
Lamar Gibble, Executive Secretary for Peace and International Affairs of the Church of 
the Brethren, USA, Moderator of the International Affairs Committee of the NCCCUSA 
and member of the CCIA Commission, Rev. Konrad Raiser, Acting WCC General 
Secretary, Rev. Shoji Tsutomu, General Secretary of the NCC Japan, Rev. Dr. Lois 
Wilson, Moderator of the United Church of Canada. Due to illness, Mr. Zachrisson, 
member of the Swedish Parliament, could not participate as foreseen. The purpose of the 
visit was of a pastoral concern, expressing the solidarity of the ecumenical community of 
churches with the life and witness of the local churches. The delegation met with the 
leaders of the National Council of Churches, the Presbyterian Church of Korea, the 
Korean Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea, the 
Anglican, Baptist and Lutheran Churches, the Salvation Army and the Roman Catholic 
Church. The team also met several governmental representatives, including the Vice- 
Minister for Culture and Information, the Director of the Bureau of Religious Affairs in 
the Ministry of Culture and Information, the Director-General of the Korean Overseas 
Information Service and the Commanding General of the First Army Corps. A limited 
number of opportunities were provided to meet individuals and groups in the churches 
and at Yonsei University, as well as relatives of political prisoners. Specific areas of 
concern which emerged from the visit were the treatment of political prisoners and their 
families, the human rights work of the NCC, the dismissal of Christian intellectuals, 
work of the Urban Rural Mission, anti- WCC propaganda and the cooperation of WCC 
member churches among themselves and with the WCC offices in Geneva. The host 
churches expressed deep appreciation for the visit, which was seen as a significant 
witness of the ecumenical fellowship in a difficult situation. 


TELEGRAM FROM WCC ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO PRESIDENT 
CHUN DOO HWAN, 24 FEBRUARY 1981 


While welcoming reported plans for general amnesty on the occasion of Presidential 
inauguration we appeal to you to grant amnesty to all political prisoners including those 
related to Kwangju incident of May 1980. STOP. Our good wishes for the people of Korea. 


Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 


TELEGRAM FROM CCIA DIRECTOR TO PRESIDENT CHUN DOO HWAN, 23 
DECEMBER 1981 


In view of possible amnesty over new year we renew appeal of WCC General 
Secretary to Your Excellency to grant amnesty to all political prisoners including those 
related to Kwangju incident. STOP. Their release will help heal wounds and bring hope 
among Korean people. 


Ninan Koshy 
Director 
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TELEGRAM FROM WCCACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO THE GENERAL 
SECRETARY OF THE KOREAN CHRISTIAN COUNCIL, KIM SO YOUNG, 


20 DECEMBER 1982 


Thanks for cable. STOP. WCC expresses appreciation of action of government in 
releasing Kim Dae Jung. STOP. Hope that expected amnesty during Christmas will 
include all other defendants in Kwang-ju case. STOP. We are concerned about all 
political prisoners in Korea. STOP. Assure you of our continued support and prayers. 
STOP. May this Season of Christmas be one of new actions towards genuine 
reconciliation. 


Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 


PAKISTAN 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO PRESIDENT ZIA-UL HAQ, 
7 FEBRUARY 1979 


The World Council of Churches appeals on humanitarian grounds to Your 
Excellency to show clemency to the former Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and to 


spare his life. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


PHILIPPINES 


TELEGRAM FROM CCIA DIRECTOR TO PRESIDENT FERDINAND MARCOS, 
25 JUNE 1979 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of 
Churches expresses its deep concern about the arrest on June 14 of fifteen student leaders 
including Jeoffrey Fabic Jr., Judy Fabic, Roberto Reyes, Ruth Santos of the Student 
Christian Movement and Agustino Anunuevo of Student Catholic Action and appeals 


for their release. 


Leopoldo J. Niilus 
Director 
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TELEGRAM FROM WCC ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO PRESIDENT 
FERDINAND MARCOS, 4 NOVEMBER 1980 


World Council of Churches with 300 member churches in some 100 countries 
strongly protests arrest without formal charge of Senator Jovito Salonga who is amember 
of World Council of Churches’ Commission of Churches on International Affairs and 
expresses grave concern about his continued detention with no privilege of receiving 
visitors in Manila medical centre. STOP. We appeal to Your Excellency for his 
immediate release. 


Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 


TELEGRAM FROM THE MODERATOR OF CCIA TO PRESIDENT FERDINAND 
MARCOS, 18 NOVEMBER 1980 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of 
Churches is profoundly concerned by the continued detention without charge of one of 
its commissioners, Senator Jovito Salonga, contrary to the universally accepted 
principles of human rights. We urge his immediate release. 


Olle Dahlén, Moderator, 
on behalf of Commission of Churches on International Affairs 


TELEGRAM FROM CCIA DIRECTOR TO PRESIDENT FERDINAND MARCOS, 
25 NOVEMBER 1980 


Reports reaching Geneva indicate critical deterioration in the health of hunger 
strikers in detention camp Bagong Diwa. STOP. In view of reasonable demands by 
detainees we urge you to enter into dialogue with the hunger strikers to avert undesirable 
consequences. STOP. We further urge you immediately to honour prior commitment to 
release political detainees already recommended for temporary release. STOP. 


Leopoldo J. Niilus 
Director 


The same message was sent to the Ministry of National Defence. 
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TELEGRAM FROM CCIA DIRECTOR TO PRESIDENT FERDINAND MARCOS, 
4 MARCH 1982 


Deeply concerned about arrest and detention of Violeta Marasigan, Laura Ocampo, 
staff National Council of Churches Philippines and Avelina Enrile, staff Student 
Christian Movement. STOP. We appeal to you to release them immediately. 


Ninan Koshy 
Director 


The same message was sent to the Ministry of National Defence. 


TAIWAN 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO PRESIDENT CHIANG CHING- 
KUO, 13 AUGUST 1979 


World Council of Churches has learned with deep concern about proposed 
regulations for religious bodies in Taiwan. STOP. We appeal to Your Excellency to 
ensure that local voices for preservation and upholding of religious liberty be heeded. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


TELEGRAM FROM WCC ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN TAIWAN, 16 JANUARY 1980 


Gravely concerned about arrest of members and workers of Presbyterian Church of 
Taiwan. STOP. Assure you of our continued support and prayers. STOP. Warm 
Christian greetings. 


Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO PRESIDENT CHIANG CHING- 
KUO, 25 APRIL 1980 


World Council of Churches expresses its great shock and grave concern at arrest of 
Reverend Kao General Secretary Presbyterian Church Taiwan. STOP. Christians in all 
parts of world hold him in great esteem. STOP. We urge his immediate release. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 
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STATEMENT OF A WCC/WARC DELEGATION TO TAIWAN, 16 MAY 1980 


We have come to Taiwan as a delegation representing two worlwide Christian 
religious bodies — the World Alliance of Reformed Churches and the World Council of 
Churches. The WARC is a family of churches stemming from the Genevan Reformation 
of the 16th Century. It is composed of 145 member churches with more than 70,000,000 
members. The WCC is a fellowship of churches including, in addition to the Reformed 
Churches mentioned above, Lutheran and other Protestant Churches, Anglican 
Churches, Pentecostal Churches and Eastern Orthodox Churches. It cooperates closely 
with the Roman Catholic Church. There are 297 churches in the Council whose 
membership exceeds 400,000,000. 


Our delegation is made up of Propst Uwe Hollm, Deputy Bishop of the Evangelical 
Church in Berlin-Brandenburg (West Berlin); Dr. Edmond Perret, General Secretary of 
the WARC and Dr. William P. Thompson, Stated Clerk of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA. 


We have come at this time because of the arrest on April 24, 1980 of Dr. C.M. Kao, 
General Secretary of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan. Dr. Kao is well known 
throughout the Christian world as a committed pastor who follows in his daily life the 
teachings of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ that his disciples should minister to those 
in need. He is known to be a man of i ve who has served the Presbyterian Church in 
Taiwan with vigour and foresight 


We would first address the officers, pastors and people of the Presbyterian Church of 
Taiwan. Your church is a long-time member of the WARC and has recently reactivated 
its membership in the WCC. We have followed with keen interest the life of your church. 
We have applauded your innovative evangelistic outreach, your devotion to a life of 
Christian discipline, and your courageous witness to the implications of the Gospel of 
our Lord to the situation in which you have been called to minister. We assure you of the 
solidarity of your brothers and sisters in Christ in all parts of the world at this time. You 
may be confident of their continuing concern and prayer in the days ahead. 


We would also address the people of Taiwan and the authorities of the Government 
of the Republic of China. We regret that we were unable, despite repeated efforts, to meet 
with any government officials on this visit. Had we been able to do so, we would have 
assured them that we come with the firm determination that we shall not interfere with 
the internal affairs of this nation. However, we are obligated as members of world 
organizations to express the perceptions which we have observed beyond the boundaries 
of the island regarding recent events here. 


We regret that we must report that to Christian observers in other parts of the world, it 
appears that when the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan began to articulate the relevance 
of the Christian Gospel to their daily life in this society, that church and its leaders be- 
came the objects of persecution. Freedom of religion means more than simply the 
freedom to worship, it means freedom to live out the implications of one’s faith as well. 


We have seen encouraging evidence of the nurturing of diverse groups in this society 
in the past. We urge that such steps be advanced. For we are convinced from our own 
experience in quite different situations that a nation is most secure which receives the 
voluntary support of free citizens who are able to express that support with courage and 
enthusiasm. 

Uwe Hollm, Edmond Perret, William P. Thompson 


108 


AUSTRALASIA 


AUSTRALIA 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO PRIME MINISTER MALCOLM 
FRASER, 12 AUGUST 1980 


International ecumenical community deeply concerned about reports that armed 
police including police aircraft are being used to support Amax Petroleum drilling of 
Aboriginal sacred sites at Noonkanbah and arrest of over thirty people in Western 
Australia. Urge immediate personal intervention to halt drilling pending negotiations 
requested by Noonkanbah people. If mining proceeds in sacred sites the very survival of 
Aboriginal people is at stake. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


DELEGATION TO THE ABORIGINES IN AUSTRALIA, 15 JUNE - 3 JULY 1981 


In July 1980, the Australian Council of Churches General Meeting decided to invite 
the World Council of Churches to send a delegation of church leaders to Australia to 
assess the situation of Australian Aborigines. This was an outcome of the Conference on 
World Mission and Evangelism held in Melbourne in 1980 on the theme “Your 
Kingdom Come”. There it was urged that in seeking to discern signs of that Kingdom in 
our world today, Christians should pay special attention to the voices of the poor, the 
oppressed, and the dispossessed of the earth. 


The team organized by the Programme to Combat Racism visited Australia from 
15 June to 3 July 1981. 


Members of the team were : 


Ms. Pauline Webb (UK, Member Executive Committee, WCC) 
Mr. Bena-Silu (Zaire, Member Executive Committee, WCC) 
Ms. Elizabeth Adler (GDR, Member PCR Commission) 

Mr. Quince Duncan (Costa Rica, Member PCR Commission) 
Dr. Anwar Barkat (Director, PCR) 


Their report dealt in detail with the concerns of the Aborigines and made detailed 
recommendations in the areas of land rights, mining, legal system, health, housing, 
education, employment, political participation, spirituality and culture to the Australian 
government, to the churches in Australia and to the World Council of Churches. 


The report was presented to the Central Committee of the WCC in August 1981, 
which took the following actions : 
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“The Unit Committee considered and received the report of the PCR, a report on 
the proposed consultation on the churches’ involvement in Southern Africa, and 
the separate report on a WCC team visit to Australia. 


The Unit Committee had high praise for the report on the team visit to Australia, 
pointing out that this report is important to the Aboriginal people because it puts 
their point of view before the public in a way never achieved before. 


The Unit Committee wants to place on record the thanks of the WCC to the 
Aboriginal people and their organizations, as well as to the Australian Council of 
Churches for the hospitality and for all the help given to the WCC delegation. 


On the request of the Unit Committee, the Central Committee agreed to endorse 
the recommendations included in the report, especially regarding international 
action, ie. : 


1. That the WCC, through its member churches, seek to direct international 
attention to the racism of the Queensland and Western Australian govern- 
ments and the constitutional responsibilities of the Australian government 
The forthcoming Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting and 
Commonwealth Games to be held in Australia would provide opportunities 
for the churches to bring to the attention of Commonwealth countries, 
especially from Africa and Asia, the situation of Aborigines in Queensland; 


2. That the WCC investigate the possibility of delegates from the International 
Commission of Jurists, the UN Human Rights Commission and Amnesty 
International making similar visits to Australian Aboriginal communities; 


3. That the World Council of Churches’ Commission on International Affairs 
and other sub-units be requested to inform member churches of the plight of 
Aboriginal communities in Australia. 


On a proposal by Mr. Bena-Silu, the Central Committee also agreed to request the 
General Secretary : 


1. To forward the report of the World Council of Churches on the visit to the 
Aboriginal peoples to the Secretary General of the United Nations, and to the 
various regional organizations such as the OAU; 


2. To report to the next Central Committee on the follow-up; 
3. To write officially to the Australian Council of Churches to express the 


gratitude of the Central Committee for the courageous attitude which it has 
adopted with regard to the struggle of Australian Aborigines for justice.” 


PACIFIC 


PACIFIC GENERAL 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE ADOPTS GUIDELINES ON THE PACIFIC, KINGSTON, 
JAMAICA, JANUARY 1979 


Decolonization. The churches and the WCC should give support to the people of the 
Pacific in their struggles for independence and self-determination. Attention needed to 
be given to the New Hebrides, where the decolonization process was underway but firm 
agreements had not yet been reached as to the date for independence and the manner in 
which the Condominium Powers, France and the United Kingdom, intended to transfer 
power. Attention should be paid as well to the decolonization process of the United States 
Trust Territories in Micronesia. Special attention should be given to the two French 
“territories”, New Caledonia and French Polynesia. Concerning French Polynesia, the 
status of “internal autonomy” recently granted can be a starting point towards 
independence, provided appropriate steps are speedily taken by the French govern- 
ment. The situation in New Caledonia is more complex and potentially more dangerous 
because of the presence of a large white population (40%). Prompt initiatives would need 
to be taken by the French government for meaningful discussions to be held with 
representatives of the Melanesian people with a view to independence. 


Establishment of a Nuclear-Weapons-Free Zone in the Pacific. Special attention should 
be given to continued French nuclear testing in French Polynesia. These tests have been 
carried out under great secrecy and attempts to determine the extent and lasting effects 
for the whole region of radio-active accumulation have been consistently blocked by 
France. Attention should also be paid to the construction of major nuclear submarine 
bases by the United States in Micronesia which threaten, among other things, to convert 
the region into another area of nuclear confrontation between the two superpowers. 


In these efforts, close cooperation should be maintained with the churches in these 
respective countries, the Pacific Conference of Churches, the French Protestant 
Federation, the British Council of Churches, the NCCC-USA, the Australian Council of 
Churches, the New Zealand Council of Churches, and the Christian Conference of Asia. 


NEW CALEDONIA 
STAFF VISIT TO NEW CALEDONIA, OCTOBER 1979 


On behalf of the CCIA and in close consultation with the French Protestant 
Federation Erich Weingartner spent a week in New Caledonia in order to assess the 
increasingly tense developments with regard to the issue of independence and self- 
determination of original Melanesian inhabitants on this island territory which 
continues to be regarded by France as part of its overseas domain. In August of the same 
year, the Synod of the Evangelical Church of New Caledonia and the Loyalty Islands 
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issued a statement in support of independence, much to the displeasure of the French 
government, the French-origin local population and the Roman Catholic Church of 
New Caledonia, whose leadership was almost exclusively of French origin. The staff 
visit gave the opportunity to hold a consultation between the Evangelical and Roman 
Catholic church leaders on the most pressing issues involved. Mr. Weingartner was also 
able to meet important political as well as business leaders and consequently reported 
his assessments with recommendations which have intensified CCIA activities for New 
Caledonia at church, government and United Nations levels. 


VANUATU 


TELEGRAM FROM WCC ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO THE GENERAL 
SECRETARY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, FRED TIMAKATA, 13 JUNE 
1980 


WCC assures prayers for people and churches of Vanuatu during this period of 
difficulty and supports all efforts for peaceful transition to independence with territorial 
integrity of the country and justice to the people. 


Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 
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EUROPE 


AUSTRIA 


LETTER FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
ISRAELITISCHE KULTUSGEMEINDE, 2 SEPTEMBER 1981 


Dear Dr. Pick, 


With shock and dismay we received the news of the armed attack against a synagogue 
in the centre of Vienna on Saturday, 29 August 1981. We join you in mourning the death 
of the two innocent worshippers and pray for the speedy recovery of those who have been 
injured in the attack. 


Since its inception in 1948, the World Council of Churches has denounced every act 
of anti-semitism. The attack of last Saturday seems to have had as its aim an increase in 
tensions related to the Middle East conflict, in order to make a peaceful settlement more 
difficult. We sincerely hope and pray that these aims will not materialise, but rather that 
the deaths and sufferings of the victims of this attack will serve the cause of a just and 
lasting peace. 


Please express our profound sympathy to the families of the victims and our fervent 
prayers for the injured and for your entire community. 


Sincerely yours, 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


FRANCE 


LETTER FROM WCCACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO THE CHIEF RABBI 
IN FRANCE, 10 OCTOBER 1980 


Dear Chief Rabbi, 


On behalf of the World Council of Churches I wish to express our shock and dismay 
at the bomb attack on the Synagogue in the Rue Copernic in Paris which caused the 
death of four people and injured many others. We are deeply concerned that this tragic 
event should have been preceded and followed by a series of acts of violence against 
Jewish institutions in Paris and elsewhere in France. They are indications of a trend 
which we condemn in the strongest possible terms. 
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As its first Assembly in 1948 the WCC called upon “all the churches we represent to 
denounce anti-semitism, no matter what its origin, as absolutely irreconciliable with the 
profession and practice of the Christian faith. Anti-semitism is sin against God and 
man.” Since 1948 various official WCC bodies have reiterated this emphatic rejection of 
anti-semitism on a number of occasions. 


We welcome the prompt reaction by the French Protestant Federation and other 
church bodies and endorse their call for greater vigilance and determined action to 
counter all forms of racism directed against Jews or any other groups. 


We also view with grave concern the alarming proliferation of neo-fascist groups and 
the acts of terrorism perpetrated by them in a number of European countries. 


We ask you, please, to convey our heartfelt sympathy to the families of the victims of 
this attack and assure you of our prayers and support for your community at this difficult 
time. 


Yours faithfully, 


For the General Secretary 
Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 


NORTHERN IRELAND 


LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO MEMBER CHURCHES 
IN IRELAND, 29 SEPTEMBER 1979 


Dear Friends, 
We greet you in the name of our Lord and Saviour! 


As the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches we have heard during 
our recent meeting of the difficult situations in which Christ's people find themselves in 
various parts of the world. Northern Ireland was one that gave us special concern. The 
new wave of terror which resulted in the assassination of Lord Mountbatten and eighteen 
British soldiers and the continuing sectarian killing have made us more acutely 
conscious than ever of the agony of your people and the difficulties under which your 
churches live and witness. We condemn these acts of brutality in the strongest terms. 


We have prayed for you and we write now to assure you of the sincere support of that 
wider family of the Christian faith represented by the World Council of Churches. This 
concern, as you are aware, is not new. Throughout the long anguish of your people we 
have invited the intercession and prayers of Christians all over the world on your behalf, 
visited you on several occasions, written to you and taken other initiatives. We especially 
recall the visit of the ecumenical team to the island in April 1978. 
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We all come from churches that have failed to live up to the demands of the Gospel, 
and we address this letter with the humility born of an awareness of our own sin. We 
know too that some media presentations on Northern Ireland do little justice to what the 
churches are trying to do in the highly complex situation. We are impressed by the 
strength of the witness of your churches, reflected not only in their official actions but 
also in the courageous commitment of many groups and individuals who, responding to 
the demands of the Gospel, strive to break down the walls of separation. Be assured that 
such efforts are sustained by the support, the hopes and the prayers of churches and 
Christians outside Ireland. 


This wider concern stems not only from the fellowship that binds us together in 
Christ, but also from a recognition of how much the Church elsewhere has to learn from 
you. Justice and reconciliation are urgent recurring themes in ecumenical thought and 
action. When we look at a particular situation like Ireland, we realize the costliness of 
these Christian imperatives. 


We know that most people in Northern Ireland emphasize the need for security 
especially now. But on any long-term basis, security must be seen in the context of the 
search for political solutions, however difficult they may appear. We recall what the 
ecumenical team said in its report: “One can list a fairly large number of political 
options and each one often bristles with major difficulties in the context of increasing 
polarisation between the communities and a complex history of sectarian attitudes.” Yet 
we hope that new initiatives will be taken to create institutions that will ensure the 
participation of the people of Northern Ireland in shaping their own destiny. 


We yearn for the healing of the divisions of your people. We are grateful for the faith, 
hope and love that are found among you. And we pray that you and we together may be 
inspired and strengthened by the Holy Spirit to be instruments of God’s peace. 

On behalf of the Executive Committee 


Fraternally yours, 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT, DRESDEN, GDR, AUGUST 1981 


The Central Committee, meeting in Dresden, 

a) expresses profound concern at wider implications of what is happening in Northern 
Ireland, and the religious dimension in the tension and conflict which causes 
scandal; 


b) encourages and supports all who work faithfully and courageously for peace and 
reconciliation; 


c) offers to help in any way; 
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d) calls for prayer for people involved in the conflict in Ireland, North and South, and 
anywhere they may be. 


NORWAY 


TELEGRAM FROM WCC ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO THE BISHOP 
OF OSLO, PRESIDING BISHOP OF THE CHURCH OF NORWAY, 17 FEBRUARY 
1981 


From a number of sources in Norway we have received expressions of grave concern 
regarding the critical situation of five Sami hunger strikers demanding immediate halt to 
construction work related to the Alta River power project We urge you and the leader- 
ship of your church to explore every possible step to bring this immediate conflict to a 
speedy and just conclusion, so that the lives of the hunger strikers wili be safeguarded. Let 
me assure you that we share these concerns and are accompanying you and the hunger 
strikers with our prayers and intercession. 


The issue of the demands of the Sami people for legal status as aborigines, including 
guaranteed land rights, may be brought up in the forthcoming meeting of the WCC 
Human Rights Advisory Group in March and would need for this purpose further 
detailed information, and knowledge of the official position of the Church of Norway. 
We are ready to offer any assistance, advice or mediation on basis of our experience in 
other situations related to indigenous people, minorities and human rights. 


Kind regards, 


Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 


POLAND 


STATEMENT BY DR. PHILIP POTTER ON THE SITUATION IN POLAND, 14 
DECEMBER 1981 


We are deeply concerned about the escalation of events in Poland, in which the 
Polish authorities have felt compelled to declare a state of martial law, with the 
suspension of civil and political rights. 


We underline our conviction that the crisis in Poland is and should remain a matter 
internal to Poland, which the people and the government of Poland must be allowed to 
solve without interference from outside. 


We profoundly hope that dialogue will take the place of confrontation and that a 
peaceful resolution can be found to ease the tensions and to lift as rapidly as possible the 
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dangerous state of martial law. In this we support the reconciling efforts of the churches 
in Poland and pray for wisdom and strength for their leaders, especially Archbishop 
Glemp, whose fervent appeal to reason and dialogue is the only constructive approach. 


DELEGATION TO POLAND, 8 - 12 FEBRUARY 1982 


Mandate. On the invitation of the Polish Ecumenical Council, an ecumenical team 
jointly organized by the World Council of Churches, the Lutheran World Federation, 
the Conference of European Churches and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
visited Poland from 8 to 12 February 1982. The mandate of the team was: 


iL to manifest visibly the bonds of fellowship with the member churches in Poland; 


ii. to explore how best the member churches of the sponsoring bodies could relate to 
the churches in Poland; 


iii, to make an assessment of the general situation in Poland and to learn about the life 
and witness of the churches in-that context; 


iv. to recommend further initiatives that may be taken in terms of assistance to the 
Polish churches and through them to the people of Poland. 


Composition. The members of the team were: 


Metropolitan John of Helsinki, Orthodox; 

The Rev. Dr. David Preus, Presiding Bishop of the American Lutheran Church; 

The Rev. Fred Kaan, Moderator of the West Midlands Province of the United 
Reformed Church in the United Kingdom; 

Mr. Ninan Koshy, Director, Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
World Council of Churches. 


Meetings and visits. The delegation had discussions with the Presidium of the Polish 
Ecumenical Council, leaders of member churches and with representatives of the 
ecumenical councils in Silesia and Cracow. They also visited congregations in Cieszyn 
and Bialstok and were the guests of the Mariavite Church in Plock. While in Plock, the 
team had discussions with regional government officials on the plight of those affected 
by the disaster of the flood in January and visited the flood-stricken area. Metropolitan 
John also had talks with the Governor of Bialstok. Special mention has to be made of the 
opportunity the team had for a two-hour discussion with the Prime Minister of Poland, 
General Wojciech Jaruzelski, on the situation in Poland. The Prime Minister explained 
the recent developments in Poland and responded to the questions by members of the 
delegation. Just prior to their departure, the delegation had an hour-long discussion with 
the Secretary of the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conference in Poland, Bishop Bronislaw 
Dabrowski. This was very useful both in terms of gaining more information on several 
aspects of the situation and in understanding the role of the Roman Catholic Church. 


In addition to giving general impressions the report described in detail what the 
delegation learnt about the witness of the churches, ecumenical relations, the impact of 
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martial law, the influence of Solidarity and the economic situation. The report said “the 
international dimensions of the Polish crisis cannot be overlooked. With the special 
place that Poland occupies in Europe it is connected with the security perceptions of 
several countries. Tension in Poland leads to further deterioration of East-West 
relations.” 


The report was submitted to the Executive Committee of the WCC in February 1982 
which commended the following recommendations made by the delegation : 


i. The humanitarian assistance programme of ecumenical agencies now coordinated 
by the CICARWS/WCC should be continued. 


ii. In Western countries which have initiated economic measures against Poland 
churches should express their concern to their governments about the effect on the 
ordinary people of Poland of the use of food as a political weapon. 


iii. Initiatives for dialogue among the various parties in Poland should be encouraged. 


iv. While fully recognizing that steps for ecumenical relations within Poland have to 
be taken by churches there, further consultations between the Ecumenical Polish 
Council and the Catholic Church should be encouraged. 


v. Ecumenical organizations should play a role in gathering and interpreting 
information on Poland in active cooperation with their member churches. 


vi. Inorderto ensure regular communication with the churches in Poland and to assist 
them in their tasks during this difficult period fraternal visits to and from Poland 
should be encouraged and facilitated. These should include visits from and to 
churches in Western countries, Eastern countries and in those of the Third World. 


vii. Support for the churches and the people of Poland through intercessory prayers 
should be continued. 


USSR 


LETTER FROM WCC ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO H..E. JUVENALY, 
METROPOLITAN OF KRUTITZY AND KOLOMNA, I OCTOBER 1980 


Your Eminence, 


This letter is written to convey to you our continuing preoccupation regarding the 
trials and sentencing of some Christian clergymen and believers in the Soviet Union. 
There have, of course, been numerous conversations with representatives of our member 
churches in the Soviet Union regarding these cases. We are aware that you have been 
deeply concerned and that you regret what has happened in this regard. Your counsel 
and advice has helped us greatly. 
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Because of the concern we share, we have consistently refrained from entering into 
public debate regarding such cases, even when member churches outside the USSR have 
urged us to do so, since we wish to preserve a sober and careful approach that respects the 
complexity and particular character of the context in which your church with its millions 
of believers, as well as other Christian communities in your country, make their witness. 
This pattern of consultation and reflection also expresses the nature of our relationship 
with all our member churches. 


My colleagues in the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) 
wrote to you last December regarding the arrest of Fr. Gleb Yakunin, and again in March 
of this year on the wider concern regarding subsequent arrests of Fr. Dimitri Dudko, Lev 
Regelson and others. Meetings of the CCIA in February and the WCC’s Central Com- 
mittee in August were the occasion of direct conversations with delegates of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, and we have remained in communication in the meantime through 
the representatives of the Russian Orthodox Church in Geneva. 


These communications have been of vital importance for us in determining 
appropriate responses on the part of the WCC. We have been grateful for your help in 
referring our concern to the Council for Religious Affairs under the Council of Ministers 
of the USSR, and that you have requested them to make it known to responsible legal 
quarters. 


Your cooperation has helped us to clarify some erroneous press reports, for instance 
the one implicating the Russian Orthodox Church itself in giving testimony against Fr. 
Yakunin. We are now able to assure other member churches that the two church-related 
persons who appeared at the trial did so as private citizens and at the direct order of the 
court We understand also that the testimony required of them involved a letter 
addressed to the WCC’s Fifth Assembly in Nairobi in 1975 and are somewhat surprised 
that this letter should reappear five years later under significantly changed circumstances. 


Yet despite the helpful information and clarification which we have received from 
you, a number of serious problems continue to trouble us: 


1. We are disturbed by the coincidence of a number of cases involving Christian 
believers which are presently on trial. The most widely publicized are Father Gleb 
Yakunin, Father Dimitri Dudko, Mr. Lev Regelson, Mr. Alexander Ogorodnikov, Mrs. 
Tatyana Velikanova, and Mr. Victor Kapitanchuk. We are aware of the fact that the 
charges against these people do not refer to the practice of their religious belief which is 
formally protected under the Soviet Constitution and other relevant laws. We have also 
been informed that several of the defendants have made public confession to the effect 
that they had engaged in activities outside the realm of religion. Nevertheless, we are not 
convinced that the “non-religious” basis on which these trials are said to be conducted 
will be easily understood, either within or outside the Soviet Union, and we are 
concerned that the accumulation of these trials and the wide publicity given them in the 
Soviet media may influence Soviet public opinion against the life of the churches. 


2. We find the kind of sentences pronounced in the trials already concluded to be 
disproportionate with the seriousness of the crimes which have allegedly been 
committed. It seems particularly difficult to understand that, according to the information 
presently available to us, Fr. Yakunin is to undergo a second trial, after having already 
been sentenced to five years of prison and five years internal exile. 
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3. The timing of these trials comes at a particularly unfortunate moment, some weeks 
before the opening of the Madrid meeting of the Conference on Security and Co- 
operation in Europe. The WCC, together with its member churches, has worked hard to 
assure that this meeting would re-establish an atmosphere conducive to détente. We have 
earnestly sought to help reduce the tensions which have led to a renewed round of arms 
race. A series of trials such as those in process now can only make that task immensely 
more difficult. 


In view of these considerations, I take the liberty of requesting Your Eminence to 
convey our concerns to the highest relevant authorities, informing them also of the intent 
with which we make these comments. Of course you may assure them that we are ready 
and eager at any time to discuss further these issues, either by correspondence or in 
person. 


Since a number of leaders of our member churches have made enquiries in this 
matter, we intend to make public the contents of this letter after an appropriate delay, to 
allow time for you to receive and consider it. We trust that we will receive your help, co- 
operation and advice in this our common concern. 


Please be assured of my continued deep respect and admiration. 


With fraternal greetings in Christ, 


Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 


LETTER FROM CCIA DIRECTOR TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EXTERNAL 
RELATIONS DEPARTMENT, METROPOLITAN FILARET, 19 JANUARY 1982 


Your Eminence, 


On various occasions we have had conversations with officials of the Russian 
Orthodox Church regarding the plight of the Vashchenko and Chmykhalov families, 
who have been living in the American Embassy in Moscow since 27 June 1978, because of 
their wish to emigrate from the USSR. 


We have now received information that two of the seven members of these families 
have gone on a hunger strike. A number of member churches have made requests to the 
WCC to take actions on their behalf. 


Weare aware that the Soviet authorities have given verbal assurance that the families 
will not be prosecuted if they leave the embassy, and that a duly submitted application for 
emigration would be considered in a favourable manner, once the families have left the 
embassy. Because of the absence of concrete guarantees, the families have been reluctant 
to leave the embassy of their own accord. The deterioration of relationships between the 
USA and the USSR has made a resolution of this problem even more difficult. 


We are convinced that a new approach to the authorities on purely humanitarian 
grounds could help to resolve the situation. 
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Permission for the families to emigrate could also serve as a sign of Soviet good will in 
view of the forthcoming meeting between USSR Minister of Foreign Affairs Andrei 
Gromyko and USA Secretary of State Alexander Haig. In view of these considerations, I 
take the liberty to request Your Eminence to convey the concerns of the WCC regarding 
the fate of the Vashchenko and Chmykhalov families to the highest relevant Soviet 
authorities. 


We would also like to offer any assistance with regard to mediation with the families 
themselves if this would be seen to be useful. 


Please be assured of my continued respect. 
With fraternal greetings in Christ, 


Ninan Koshy 
Director 
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LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 


CENTRAL AMERICA GENERAL 


Among the guidelines on public issues adopted in Kingston, Jamaica, January 1979, 
the Central Committee drew attention to the situation in Central America: 


The prospect of renewed, widespread fighting in Nicaragua, and the rapidly escalating 
repression and violence in both E/ Salvador and Guatemala threaten the peoples of 
these and the other Central American nations and demand the close attention of the 
churches and the WCC. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE COMMENDS TO CHURCHES STATEMENTADOPTED 
BY THE CCIA COMMISSION (FRIEDEWALD, FRG, MAY 1981), DRESDEN, 
GDR, AUGUST 1981 


“The Christian community of Latin America is stupefied by the deterioration of the 
political, economic and social situation of El Salvador. We are alarmed that crime, 
persecution, disappearance and other violations of human rights have not been 
contained; rather repression continues with impunity and has worsened. Many 
Christian leaders have been persecuted and assassinated. Peasants have fled zones of 
conflict in great number... food and medicine are in acutely short supply. The wounded 
are brought to hospitals and clinics only to be viciously executed by paramilitary groups. 
Abject poverty grows alongside walled colonies of opulence...” (Statement of the Latin 
American Council of Churches in Formation — CLAI — Santiago de Chile, 13 December 
1980.) 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of 
Churches (WCC), meeting in Friedewald, FRG, 11-15 May 1981, shares the stupefaction 
and alarm of Christians throughout Latin America and the whole world at the 
continuing, intensifying conflict in El Salvador. The WCC has protested against this 
gross injustice, issued urgent appeals to those who callously aid and support the forces of 
repression, and has sought to support Christians and their churches in their courageous 
efforts to minister to the poor, the persecuted, the homeless and the sick in body and soul. 
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The WCC has brought the plight of the people of this and other Central American 
nations to the attention of the United Nations along with appeals for international action 
to bring a halt to what can now only be described as a massacre. 


Central America has become a battlefield, the site of a genocidal war against the 
people. It is a war waged by governments by their armies and paramilitary groups who act 
with impunity against the poor. It is a war fought not only with the sophisticated 
instruments of modern warfare, but also by means of torture, mass extermination and 
institutionalized terror. It is a war whose victims are wives and children as often as 
husbands and fathers. And it has now become very much a war against the Church 
and the Gospel, whose primary targets are bishops, priests and pastors, catechists and lay 
preachers. The Bible itself is considered a threat and is being removed from peasant 
communities, especially in Guatemala, by the “forces of order’. 


The cause of this war, which has been going on for decades, is not subversion, either 
from within or without It is the product of the disintegration of the political, economic 
and social system of these countries which has ignored the interests and rights of the poor 
and exploited their bodies and their land to the benefit of the very few. 


The privileged few have traditionally been allied with the United States, which to 
protect them and its own perceived interests has intervened either openly or by covert 
action in this area since these countries gained their independence early in the 19th 
century. Again today, that foreign power is present and threatens to intervene in still 
more masive ways. Costa Rica, traditional haven of democracy and social well-being in 
Central America, is notimmune. Nicaragua, where through great sacrifice the people rid 
themselves of a brutal, 40 year-long dictatorship, and are engaged in the construction ofa 
new, more just society, is threatened. The Guatemalan government, demonstrably and 
directly responsible for thousands of murders is now being considered for renewed 
military assistance. Honduras, like parts of the United States itself, is used as a training 
ground for mercenaries, many of whom are former members of Somoza’s’ National 
Guard. 


The situation in Central America itself poses a serious threat to peace in the whole 
region, and there are now clear indications that a number of countries in the Caribbean 
as well are included in what appear to be widespread intervention plans. 


Yet in the midst of the sorrow we feel at this situation, we have reason to give thanks 
for God’s strengthening of the Church in Central America. “The firm faith, courage, and 
concrete witness which has led hundreds of Christian samaritans to martyrdom humbles 
and strengthens us in our resolve to support them in all ways we have available.” With a 
deep sense of solidarity in our One Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we call upon the 
churches once again to: 


1. Join together throughout the ecumenical fellowship in continuing prayer for our 
brothers and sisters throughout Central America, and especially in El Salvador and 
Guatemala, giving thanks for their witness, and asking God’s mercy upon them; 


2. Redouble their efforts to come to the aid of the victims of this conflict; 


3. Renew their efforts, in all ways available to them, to cause the governments of El 
Salvador and Guatemala to cease their repressive activities, and the government of 
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the United States to desist from all direct or covert, present or planned intervention in 
the countries of Central America and the Caribbean; 


4. Resist and seek to eliminate the systematic defamatory campaigns of “disinformation” 
distorting the truth about the reality of Central America, the plight of its people, and 
the witness of its church and those in solidarity with them. 


DELEGATION TO CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN, 23 MAY - 15 
JUNE 1981 


Since the 1979 Jamaica Central Committee, Central America has been intensively on 
the WCC agenda. The CCIA was given the responsibility for particular attention to 
analysis of political and geopolitical trends and currents. This was underlined in a 
regional CCIA meeting in Mexico, December 1979, and has been re-emphasized by the 
CCIA Statement on Central America, Friedewald, FRG, May 11-15, 1981. 


A visit was organized by Charles Harper, Executive Secretary of the WCC’s Human 
Rights Resources Office for Latin America and Erich Weingartner, Executive Secretary 
of the CCIA to Guyana, Puerto Rico, Haiti, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Mexico and Cuba, in 
order to investigate the latest analyses of the WCC’s church partners, as well as secular 
experts and people in political responsibility in the Caribbean and Central America. 


The report, published in “Commissioners Only’, gives an overall geopolitical 
analysis, including the influence of the USA, European countries, the USSR, Mexico 
and Cuba in the region. It outlines the major economic and military factors, including 
initiatives taken up to that time by various countries and organizations both to 
stabilize and to destabilize the area. Detailed individual country reports follow, 
centering on the deteriorating human rights, economic and political situation of 
Guyana, the effect of American domestic policies on Puerto Rico and its struggles for 
decolonization, the destitute condition of the population of Haiti under the Duvalier 
dictatorship, the political shift to the right in Costa Rica, the struggles of the Nicaraguan 
leadership for the reconstruction of the nation following a brutal and extended civil war, 
plus the emerging difficulties between the Managua government and the East Coast 
Miskito Indian population. The report concludes with a number of staff recom- 
mendations which treat relationships with the Roman Catholic Church, between the 
Caribbean Council of Churches and the Latin American Council of Churches, the 
possible influence of North American and European churches in the area, ecumenical 
support for groups working at the local levels, requests for visiting delegations in 
Nicaragua and Honduras, the Miskito situation in Nicaragua, as well as increased efforts 
regarding the human rights situations particularly in Guyana and Haiti The report 
makes a first attempt to describe the development of a geopolitical link between Central 
America and the Caribbean in both military and economic terms. It seeks to alert the 
churches of some grave dangers in new proposals and designs in the region and calls for 
concerted study and action by the ecumenical community. 
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EL SALVADOR 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP.POTTER TO ARCHBISHOP ROMERO, 10 MAY 
1979 


Deeply concerned Cathedral San Salvador tragedy causing death several Salvadoreans 
we express to Your Eminence and families touched by death our deep sorrow and 
sympathy remembering Matthew five verse ten. STOP. We shall continue praying for 
your evangelical ministry for justice and peace among Salvadorean people. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


MESSAGE FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE VICARIO CAPITULAR, 
MONSENOR RICARDO URIOSTE, 28 MARCH 1980 


We thank God for the life and witness of Monsefior Romero and the many other 
Christians in El Salvador who have surrendered their lives for the redemption of the 
people. Our hearts are full of sorrow and indignation in relation to the assassination of 
Archbishop Romero, but we know that his permanent message to us will be: do not let 
yourselves be deviated from the proclamation of the Gospel of love and reconciliation 
and from the fundamental commitment to the cause of human rights and social justice. 
We will keep the people and churches of El Salvador in our intercessory prayers and we 
assure them of our permanent support and solidarity in their search for a new day of 
justice and peace for the people of El Salvador. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, AUGUST 
1980 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches views with great concern 
the increasing escalation of repression and violence in Central America, and particularly 
in El Salvador. Directed for the most part against peasants, workers, intellectuals, civic 
and political leaders, their popular organizations and the churches, the official harass- 
ment, abductions and detention of persons, and other violations of fundamental human 
rights, have raised strong expression of protest in El] Salvador, in the region and through- 
out the world. 


The Central Committee mourns the assassination of the revered Archbishop of San 
Salvador, Monsefior Oscar Arnulfo Romero whose martyrdom is a witness to the power 
of the crucified Christ and a sign of solidarity with the oppressed. It expresses its 
solidarity with the churches in El Salvador; it notes with alarm the increasing threats 
against the churches in their efforts to protect and assist the many thousands of peasants 
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sheltered in refuges, the massacre of innocent families attempting to flee the country and 
the attempts of security forces to curtail the work of the churches’ legal assistance to 
victims. It expresses its deep concern over the fate of the disappeared, such as the General 
Secretary of the Salvadorean Student Christian Movement, José Guillermo Castro. 


The Central Committee therefore : 


1. Calls upon the military authorities of the government of El Salvador immediately to 
cease all repressive activity in the country, carried out against the people, against their 
organizations and the Church. 


2. Affirms its full spiritual, moral, material and economic support to the churches in El 
Salvador, in the accomplishment of their tasks of solidarity with the people of that 
country, in their witness to the Gospel and in their pastoral and prophetic ministries. 


3. Adopts and reiterates the statement of participants at the World Conference on 
Mission and Evangelism of the World Council! of Churches, held in May 1980 at 
Melbourne, Australia, united under the prayer “Thy Kingdom Come’, which 
expresses “our deepest solidarity with the suffering and demands of the people of El 
Salvador and of all the Latin American peoples”. 


4. Appeals to the nations in the region of Central and North America to abstain from 
interfering in the internal affairs of El Salvador, so that the people and their chosen 
organizations may be free to participate fully in the search for a more peaceful, more 
just and more human society. 


5. Draws attention of the member churches of the WCC, in this respect, to the 
Resolution on El Salvador adopted by the Governing Board of the National Council 
of Churches of Christ in the USA, on 7 May 1980, and particularly to its resolution 


urging 
“the United States Government: 


1. To halt all assistance to the military and police of El Salvador and to relocate the 
recently approved military aid of 5.7 million dollars to medical, economic and 
social assistance programmes, the benefits of which should be distributed in El 
Salvador by civilian or international agencies. 


2. To guarantee that it would not intervene directly or covertly to determine the fate 
of the Salvadorean people. 


3. To grasp the historic moment and update and transform its traditional policy in 
Central America by seeking to respond positively to the popular forces emerging 
in El Salvador.” 


6. Calls upon the Secretary General of the United Nations and that of the Organization 
of American States to take urgent steps to investigate the situation of institutional 
violence in El Salvador, and to mobilize all means at their disposal to support the 
search for solutions consistent with the aspirations of the Salvadorean people and of 
their chosen organizations. 
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TELEGRAM FROM WCC ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS, 30 OCTOBER 1980 


The World Council of Churches expresses its profound concern at the escalation of 
repressive measures being taken by the El Salvador Military Authorities against the 
civilian population. STOP. In the light of these developments resulting in large scale 
human suffering and loss of lives including reported killing of highly respected members 
of the civic, political, academic and church communities the WCC reiterates the public 
statement issued on El Salvador in August this year by its Central Committee and 
particularly appeals to you to use all your influence moral and political authority to 
investigate reports of institutional violence in that country and to mobilize appropriate 
means to reach long lasting solutions consistent with the aspirations of the people of 
El Salvador and with their chosen organizations. 


Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 


The same message was sent to OAS General Secretary, Mr. Alejandro Orfila. 


TELEGRAM FROM WCC ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO THE JUNTA 
DE GOBIERNO DE EL SALVADOR, 30 OCTOBER 1980 


Deeply shocked information received brutal assassination Ramon Valladares Perez 
and Maria Magdalena Henriquez both leaders internationally respected Human Rights 
Commission E] Salvador as well as Felix Ulloa rector San Salvador University. STOP. 
Appeal you initiate urgent effective measures clarify circumstances deaths bringing 
responsible elements to justice. STOP. WCC requests you provide information where- 
abouts Christian student leader José Guillermo Castro Romero detained illegally police 
El Salvador 29 February 1980. STOP. Also in light fresh reports continued indiscriminate 
bombardments civilian population by Air Force Morazan Department we reiterate 
strongly WCC Central Committee statement August 1980 urging you immediately to 
cease all repressive activity in El Salvador carried out against the people, their 
organizations and Church. 


Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 


TELEGRAM FROM WCC ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO MOTHER 
SUPERIOR, MARYKNOLL SISTERS, 11 DECEMBER 1980 


Deeply shocked and dismayed at the despicable crime perpetrated against four 
Maryknoll Sisters in El Salvador. STOP. Their sacrifice will be an inspiration to the 
continuing struggle of the people of El Salvador for justice and liberation. STOP. Be 
assured of our solidarity and prayers for the peace and strength which only our Lord can 
provide. 


Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE STATEMENT, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, 
FEBRUARY 1981 


1. The Central Committee of the WCC in August 1980 viewed with great concern “the 
increasing escalation of repression and violence in Central America, and particularly 
in El Salvador.” We reaffirm its statement with force, and especially where it “calls 
upon the military authorities of the government of El Salvador immediately to cease 
all repressive activity; affirms its full spiritual, moral, material and economic support 
to the churches in El Salvador; reiterates the deepest solidarity with the suffering and 
demands of the people; appeals to nations to abstain from interfering in the internal 
affairs of El Salvador; and draws attention of the member churches of the WCC to the 
Resolution of the National Council of Christ in the USA which calls on the United 
States government to halt all assistance to the military and police of El Salvador.” 


2. We have followed with profound concern the development of events since then. We 
deplore in particular the severe attacks upon the clergy and lay people of the churches 
in El Salvador as they carry out courageous and exemplary ministries of pastoral and 
prophetic solidarity with the population. 


3. We deplore the fact that direct military assistance to El Salvador, from various 
sources, has increased violence and repression and delayed the search for peace. We 
urgently appeal that such interference cease, and call on our member churches to 
press for a respect for the dignity, integrity and resolve of the El Savadoran people to 
determine their own future. We view with particular alarm recent reports that the 
United States government has increased military, economic and political support to 
the El Salvadoran military authorities. 


4. Weexpress our deep sense of community with our sisters and brothers in El Salvador, 
who are representative of the churches and people of that country, in the suffering 
which they endure and in the struggle they have made their own. 


5. Wecall upon our sister churches and communities in Latin America, nationally and 
regionally, to join with us in engaging in intercessory prayer, action and support on 
behalf of the El Salvadoran people. We join with the Latin American Council of 
Churches (in formation), in its recent letter to the Christian Churches in El Salvador 
that “we are convinced that the God whom we worship and serve is the Lord of 
history” and “that as Christians we are called to be members of the same body.” 


6. We urge the member churches of the WCC to strengthen and accelerate their 
ecumenical support for the concrete efforts being undertaken for alleviating the 
suffering in El Salvador, and in particular to support the CICARWS appeal of 
January 1981, and forcefully to bring to bear effective pressure to end the repression in 
that country. 


7. Finally, as we approach the first anniversary of the martyrdom of the revered pastor 
and Archbishop of San Salvador, Monsefnior Oscar Arnulfo Romero, we echo words 
of his successor, Bishop Arturo Rivera Damas, as we pray that the people of El 
Salvador may hold to their faith and to their struggle for a more just and fraternal 
society, in which there will be true peace, in which fear and terror will give way to 
fellowship and joy. 
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WCC/CCIA Submission of written statement to the UN Commission on Human Rights on 
human rights violations, 19 February 1981 


WCC/CCIA oral intervention at the UN Commission on Human Rights, 9 March 1981 (see 
summary under UNITED NATIONS) 


WCC/CCIA Submission of written statement to the UN Commission on Human Rights on 
human rights violations, 11 February 1982 


TELEGRAM FROM THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS TO THE 
DIRECTOR OF IKON, MR. JAN GREVEN, 19 MARCH 1982 


Shocked by murders of your four colleagues. Please share our condolences with their 
wifes, families and friends and our respect for their courage and commitment We stand 
with you in your sadness which is overshadowed only by the nightmare in El Salvador 
itself that IKON has consistently portrayed. 


WCC Central Committee in Dresden last year urged churches everywhere to resist 
“distortion of truth about reality of Central America, the plight of its people and the 
witness of its church and those in solidarity with them.” The costly contribution of IKON 
and these men to that struggle is greatly respected. We trust the truth about these killings 
will soon be publicly uncovered. 


Rev. John Bluck 
Director of Communications 


GUATEMALA 


During the period of 1979 to 1982 CCIA made one oral intervention at the United 
Nations Commission on Human Rights (9 March 1982) and submitted several times 
material on the situation in Guatemala to the Division of Human Rights. For more 
details please see under UNITED NATIONS. 
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HONDURAS 


TELEGRAM FROM CCIA EXECUTIVE SECRETARY TO PRESIDENT ROBERTO 
SUAZO CORDOBA, 21 JULY 1982 


Respectfully express the support of churches around the world for the important 
work of the Commission of Development and Emergency (CODE) with headquarters in 
Tegucigalpa. STOP. We profoundly admire their Christian witness of service in 
rendering humanitarian assistance to the most needy in Honduras. STOP. We are 
informed of the difficult situation which is faced by the nation and its people as well as 
the national humanitarian agencies for whom the work of CODE is well known. STOP. 
For all this we ask the Lord’s blessings for Honduras. STOP. 


Erich Weingartner 
Executive Secretary 


NICARAGUA 


WCC/CCIA Submission to the UN Division of Human Rights of documentation on human 
rights violations, 16 July 1979 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE OAS GENERAL SECRETARY, 
MR. ALEJANDRO ORFILA, 21 JULY 1979 


In light substantial reports massive numbers civilians killed injured indiscriminate 
air strikes other military actions by Nicaraguan National Guard. STOP. Considering 
overwhelming opposition all sectors Nicaraguan society including church to present 
repressive regime. STOP. Taking into account new political developments Nicaragua we 
urge Organization American States do all in its power that member states cease any 
economic political or military support Somoza regime while furthering a prompt just 
solution national crisis by respecting right of Nicaraguan peoples to self-determination 
and so help bring bloody conflict to an end. 


Respectfully, 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 
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CUBA 


TELEGRAM FROM CCIA DIRECTOR TO THE ECUMENICAL COUNCIL OF 
CUBA, 13 NOVEMBER 1981 


Dear sisters and brothers, we wish to express our deep preoccupation with the 
situation affecting the peoples and nations of Central America and of the Caribbean in 
the light of the real threats to peace reported widely at this time. We remember the state- 
ment of the CCIA of the WCC in May 1981 calling upon the churches to renew their 
efforts to cause the government of the United States to desist from all direct or covert, 
present or planned intervention in the countries of Central America and the Caribbean. 
WCC’s Central Committee in August 1981 also exhorted the churches to challenge the 
military and militaristic policies that lead to disastrous distortions of foreign policy. On 
behalf of the worldwide ecumenical community we join with you in intensifying all 
prayerful efforts for peace and commit ourselves with the churches and all Christian 
communities to peace-making as a continual witness to our Lord towards the 
reconciliation of all peoples in justice. Fraternally in Christ. 


Ninan Koshy 
Director 


GUYANA 


WCC/CCIA Submission to the UN Division of Human Rights of documentation on human 
rights violations, 29 May 1981 


LETTER FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GUYANA 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, REV. OSWALD BEST, 9 DECEMBER 1982 


Dear Rev. Best, 


I have been following with great concern the deteriorating situation in Guyana, both 
in terms of its economic difficulties and the increasing incidence of violations of human 
rights. These have been documented by a number of international bodies and have also 
been the subject of a resolution by the Caribbean Conference of Churches. The Guyana 
Council of Churches is to be commended for its recent efforts to take constructive steps to 
ameliorate the situation. 


In particular I am pleased that you have publicly supported the Catholic Standard, 
which has come under intolerable pressures from the government This interference with 
the free functioning of the press is all the more disturbing since the Catholic Standard has 
become the one public voice which can be said to represent the interests not only of the 
churches in Guyana, but of Guyanese society as a whole. 
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Let me assure you of my continued personal interest in the situation. Please do not fail 
to keep us informed of developments. 


With warm personal greetings, 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


WCC/CCIA Submission to the UN Centre for Human Rights of human rights report covering 
the period from 1980-1982, 21 December 1982 


ARGENTINA 


TELEGRAM FROM WCCACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER 
OF EXTERNAL AND RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS, DR. REYNALDO PASTOR, 5 
FEBRUARY 1981 


On behalf of the member churches of the World Council of Churches we express 
through you to the Argentine government our deep concern about the detention of a 
group of leaders engaged in the defence of humanrightsin yourcountry. Weintercedeon 
behalf of them and ask to be informed about possible charges preferred against them and 
in case they would exist we request a prompt legal process. In particular we request that 
all appropriate urgent and effective measures be taken in order to protect the integrity of 
all those detained. 


Respectfully, 


Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 


BOLIVIA 


TELEGRAM FROM WCC ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO BISHOP 
ZACARIAS MAMANI, I AUGUST 1980 


On behalf of the World Council of Churches receive our prayers and fraternal 
ecumenical solidarity at this difficult time for the Bolivian people. The Lord guide you 
and your church in your life, witness and mission imposed on you by that situation. 


Fraternally in Christ, 


Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 
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LETTER FROM THE OFFICERS AND THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE 
WCC TO MEMBER CHURCHES, MEMBERS OF CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
AND NATIONAL AND REGIONAL COUNCILS, 27 AUGUST 1980 


Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 


We trust that you are fully aware of the events that have recently taken place in 
Bolivia, beginning with a military coup d’état on 17 July of this year, that brutally 
interrupted a positive process of democratization in that country. The WCC Central 
Committee, meeting in Geneva from 14 to 22 August 1980, received many expressions of 
deep concern from people and churches in several parts of the world, as well as urgent 
appeals for solidarity from many voices, including those of churches, in that country and 
in the region. 


The Central Committee has asked us to write to you in response to these requests and 
in close communication with our Bolivian sisters and brothers. 


Two years ago, as a result of the political will and determination of the people, a new 
process of gradual return to democratic life emerged in Bolivia. It began with the success- 
ful culmination of a hunger strike carried out by tin miners’ wives and children. The 
WCC welcomed the decision of the Bolivian military government, to accede to the 
demands of the strikers, through a submission in February of 1978 by the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs to the Thirty-fourth Session of the Commissionon 
Human Rights of the United Nations, for the “good faith shown by... the President of the 
Republic of Bolivia... in reaching, on 18 January, a peaceful negotiated agreement with 
participants in the massive hunger strike”, providing for general amnesty of all political 
prisoners and exiles, the reinstatement of all miners dismissed from their jobs, 
guarantees for work, and the general conditions leading to the first free national elections 
in almost a decade. Since 1978 the road has not been an easy one, but it led to general 
elections on 29 June of this year, thus raising high the hopes of the Bolivian peoples for a 
democratically-elected civilian government. 


Reliable reports received since the 17 July military takeover depict an alarming 
picture giving evidence of the grave and massive violations of fundamental human rights 
in the country : 


- the assault on the headquarters of the central labour union (COB) offices by para- 
military and security forces; 


- the massive and arbitrary arrests of civilians, kept under degrading conditions of 
detention without food and water for extended periods; 


- the disappearance of persons, among them many members of the Christian 
community; 


- the widespread use of torture; 


- the killing of hundreds of people, including entire families in the mining areas of 
the altiplano; 
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the persecution of leaders of the churches, political parties, labour unions, as well 
as human rights organizations; 


the censorship of the press and the detention and/or expulsion of Bolivian and 
foreign members of the press; 


All these point to a suffering and hardship by the Bolivian people on a scale and to a 
degree totally unprecedented in the history of Bolivia. 


The WCC is grieved by this tragedy and deplores the events which have led to such 
losses of life, destruction and to the many restrictions of the Christian vocation to 
minister to those whose rights are being violated. 


We therefore appeal to the member churches of the WCC to express full Christian 
solidarity with our Bolivian sisters and brothers in the following ways: 


1. 


Z. 


x 


We invite the churches to inform their members of the critical situation there and 
to pray for the victims, their families and their communities, remembering in 
particular those most seriously affected among the people of Bolivia. 


We urge the member churches to uphold the churches of Bolivia through letters 
and pastoral visits, as they continue to undertake their pastoral and prophetic 
ministries in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We encourage generous support 
also for the programmes to meet the great humanitarian needs which are 
emerging. 


We appeal to member churches to urge their governments, intergovernmental 
organizations and other bodies to press for their support and recognition of the 
democratically-elected Government of National Unity of Bolivia, as a positive 
means of safeguarding the legitimate aspirations of the Bolivian people and of 
facilitating, through the application of appropriate diplomatic, economic and 
other measures, the re-establishment of democratic and political institutions in 
Bolivia. 


We greet you in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who proclaimed the 
Good News to the poor, release to the captives and justice to the oppressed. 


Signed on behalf of the Officers of the World Council of Churches, 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 
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MALVINAS / FALKLANDS 


STATEMENT BY DR. PHILIP POTTER, 21 APRIL 1982 


The WCC, with its long-standing commitment to peace with justice, reiterates the 
concerns expressed by the churches of Argentina for an avoidance of military 
confrontation, in favour of a negotiated solution to the present crisis. The use of military 
force, by any side, cannot be accepted, especially as such acts of force are becoming an 
alarming pattern worldwide. We are convinced that any attempt to solve the dispute 
through more violence and bloodshed will be to the detriment of both parties, including 
the inhabitants of the islands. Violence runs the risk of escalating into a major 
conflagration, further exacerbating world tensions and the security of all peoples. 


We urge the churches of Great Britain and Argentina to communicate to their 
respective governments the concern of the worldwide ecumenical community and to 
press them to pursue without ceasing the path of negotiation. Please be assured of our 
prayers that God will grant the leaders involved in the negotiations the wisdom to come 
to a peaceful and just solution. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS, 7 MAY 1982 


The World Council of Churches, alarmed by the rapid escalation of military 
confrontation between the United Kingdom and Argentina in the South Atlantic, 
supports all you are doing to effect a cease-fire agreement and serious negotiations under 
UN auspices. In a statement of 21 April 1982, the World Council of Churches expressed 
the churches’ conviction “that any attempt to solve the dispute through more violence 
and bloodshed will be to the detriment of both parties, including the inhabitants of the 
islands.” Churches all over the world fervently pray that efforts for peaceful settlement of 
the dispute will be fruitful. 


Respectfully yours, 
Philip Potter 


General Secretary 


PERSONAL STATEMENT BY DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE CENTRAL COM- 
MITTEE APPROVED FOR INCLUSION IN THE MINUTES, GENEVA, 
SWITZERLAND, JULY 1982 


Participants in the Central Committee from Argentina, Britain and Ireland along 
with a few WCC staff met early this week to discuss the South Atlantic situation and its 
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implications for Argentina and Great Britain and for churches in these countries. The 
participants regretted that there were wrong perceptions on both sides as to the intentions 
and expectations of each of the parties involved and that armed conflict broke out. They 
felt that it could not be accepted that this was the only or the best course of action open to 
the two countries for the solution of the conflict. There was reason to be grateful that 
throughout the conflict frank and open communication had been maintained between 
Argentine and British churches, especially during the visit of our President, Prof. José 
Miguez-Bonino, during the war. 


The basic issues of the conflict remain unresolved. The participants at the meeting 
have made several suggestions regarding strengthening of relations between churches in 
the two countries and continuing conversations on these issues. 


We want to assure the churches in Argentina and Britain and Ireland that the WCC 
will be prepared to render all possible assistance to them in this matter and to support 
their efforts for finding a just and peaceful solution to the issues involved. We assure the 
peoples and churches in these countries of our intercessions and prayers. 
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MIDDLE EAST 


MIDDLE EAST GENERAL 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE ADOPTS GUIDELINES ON THE MIDDLE EAST, 
KINGSTON, JAMAICA, JANUARY 1979 


In following up the issues in the Middle East, the positions on which have been stated 
by the V. Assembly and subsequent meetings of the Central and Executive Committee, 
and of the CCIA, urgent continuing attention must be given to: 


a) The unresolved conflicts in the Middle East posing serious threats to peace in the 
region and globally. 


b 


— 


The lack of progress towards peace and negotiations involving all parties 
concerned including the Palestinians. 


c) The extension of areas of conflict and tension. In addition to the long-standing 
Israeli/Arab/Palestinian conflict and the struggles regarding Lebanon and 
Cyprus; recent developments in Iran, Turkey, and North and South Yemen 
demand attention. 


d) The exacerbation of internal tensions within various countries of the region. 


e) The disturbing social, political and religious trends in the area which encourage 
fragmentation into ethnic and/or religious groupings. 


f) Tendencies within religious revivalism leading to extremism and tensions 
between religious communities with serious consequences for human rights, 
including religious liberty. 


g) Abridgement or violations of human rights in the area. 


h) Implications of these developments for the life and witness of the churches in the 


area. 


— 


Active collaboration with the Middle East Council of Churches should be continued. 
Appropriate initiatives by the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
should be taken in consultation with MECC and member churches to explore with 
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various parties concerned new possibilities of WCC action towards understanding and 
peace. In these efforts the staff of the sub-unit on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths 
and Ideologies, of CCPD and CICARWS should be consulted as appropriate. There 
should be regular sharing of information with member churches on the above- 
mentioned developments. 


WCC/CCIA Submission to the United Nations Division of Human Rights of documentation on 
the Middle East, 12 July 1979 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE ADOPTS GUIDELINES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR FUTURE WORK IN REGARD TO THE MIDDLE EAST, GENEVA, 
SWITZERLAND, AUGUST 1980 


1. The Role of Local Churches 


The Central Committee gives thanks to God for the historical origin and life and 
witness of the indigenous churches of the Middle East. Many of them have their roots in 
the area from apostolic times. Their continued presence and active participation in the 
whole life of the area, despite all forms of suffering, is a remarkable witness to the faith. 
Most of these churches today speak ecumenically through the MECC which carries a 
special responsibility of promoting universal commitment towards preserving Christianity 
in the lands of the Bible. 


Facing today’s political and religious developments, the main task of the churches in 
the region is to secure the continuity of Christian presence to deepen the spiritual quality 
of their people and to foster Christian unity as an essential dimension of common 
witness in the multi-religious Middle Eastern societies. In this context it should be 
recognized that the role of the local churches in the ecumenical movement and in the 
relationship with Islam and Judaism is of paramount importance to the international 
Christian community. 


Therefore, Middle Eastern Christians continue to witness in their own style and from 
within their own cultural ethos. Churches outside the region should continue to express 
their Christian feilowship with the local churches and through the Middle East Council 
of Churches in their process of spiritual renewal, their search for unity, and their 
common witness to the resurrected Christ. 


2. Christian Emigration Policy 
Because of the political situation in the Middle East and fears about the effects of the 
fundamentalist tendencies in Islam and Judaism on the future of society, many 


Christians are led to leave the region and seek settlement abroad. 


The WCC is asked to respond to the local churches’ appeal through the following 
actions : 


a) to participate with the MECC in holding an ecumenical meeting focussing on the 
emigration of Christians from the Middle East. This meeting should have the 
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purpose of proposing a common policy as well as ways and means to assist the 
churches in the Middle East in their efforts to deal with the causes of migration 
and to help their people continue to live and witness in the lands where they 
always belonged; 


b 


— 


to foster programmes aiming at motivating and enabling people to stay in the 
region. Such programmes could include promotion of educational institutions, 
job opportunities, housing and other pastoral and social services; 


— 


c) to provide more information to member churches on the dynamics of Christian 
life and witness in the Middle East with the purpose of helping them formulate 
relevant policies and actions vis-a-vis the Middle East political and religious 


issues. 


d 


—— 


to request the member churches in the countries which have already received 
immigrants from those regions to help these Christians in an ecumenical spirit to 
preserve and to keep alive their religious and cultural traditions in a strange land. 


3. The Cyprus Question 


The Central Committee welcomes the news that negotiations between the Greek and 
the Turkish communities in Cyprus are being resumed. It requests the CCIA to closely 
follow the developments of the talks and to participate with the MECC and the Church of 
Cyprus in their efforts to promote understanding between the communities towards a 
just and peaceful solution of the Cypriot problem. 


These guidelines are additions to programmes already approved or being implemented 
by the CCIA in other areas of concern in the Middle East. 


CYPRUS 


LETTER FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO MEMBER CHURCHES IN THE USA, 
UNITED KINGDOM, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, FRANCE AND 
SCANDINAVIA, 14 AUGUST 1979 


Dear Friends, 


Five years have elapsed after the tragic events in Cyprus which caused much 
desolation and distress in that country, led to the occupation of the northern part of the 
island by the Turkish army and made more than 200,000 people refugees in their own 
homeland. 


You are well aware of the positions taken by the WCC on the Cyprus issue through 
statements adopted by the Executive Committee and the Central Comittee from 1974 on- 
wards. The WCC has also maintained active contacts with several concerned govern- 
ments and UN bodies with a view to encouraging and assisting processes towards 
solution of the Cyprus problem. Our Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
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World Service has been engaged in an extensive programme of relief and rehabilitation 
for Cypriot refugees and continues its work. 


Negotiations for a political solution for Cyprus are being carried, though at a 
frustratingly slow pace, in the framework of the intercommunal talks and with the 
mediation of the Secretary General of the United Nations. 


We are writing this to draw your special attention to a very serious humanitarian issue 
which is urgent but which tends to be forgotten by the international community. This 
relates to the case of about 2,000 Greek Cypriots who have been missing since the Turkish 
military intervention in July 1974, from Northern Cyprus. According to the Pancyprian 
Committee of Parents and Relatives of Undeclared Prisoners of War and Missing 
Persons, most of these persons were not missing in action but “they were arrested by 
Turkish soldiers or armed Turkish Cypriot civilians acting under the direction of the 
Turkish army after the fighting was over. About half of the people listed as missing were 
unarmed civilians taken from their homes or the places where they had run for refuge.” It 
should be pointed out, however, that for understandable reasons it has not been possible 
to collect full evidence on the matter. The fact remains that these persons are missing and 
that their parents and relatives continue to search for them, living under the shadow of 
the tragedy for the last five years. 


The United Nations continues to maintain a Missing Persons Bureau in Cyprus. 
Though agreement in principle was reached at the high level meeting in February 1977 to 
set up a joint investigatory body for the tracing of and accounting for missing persons of 
both communities in Cyprus, it could not be set up because of differences of opinion 
about mandate, composition, etc. The UN Secretary General raised the question in the 
course of the high level meeting between leaders of the two communities held in Nicosia 
on 18-19 May 1979, and agreement was reached on a proposal put forward by him for the 
solution of the problem regarding the Committee on Missing Persons. But the Turkish 
Cypriot authorities have not so far taken positive measures to facilitate its implementation. 


The WCC has on several occasions taken up this matter with concerned govern- 
ments, UN agencies, International Committee for Red Cross, etc. We have again received 
appeals from the parents and relatives of missing persons. We are requesting you to be 
kind enough to take up this humanitarian issue with your respective governments for any 
action they may consider appropriate so that a solution is found to the problem at the 
earliest. 


With greetings in the name of our Lord, 
Yours sincerely, 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


WCC/CCIA Submission to the UN Division of Human Rights of documentation on missing 
persons in Cyprus, 28 May 1980 
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EGYPT 


MESSAGE FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE SECRETARY OF THE HOLY 
SYNOD OF THE COPTIC CHURCH, BISHOP YOUANNIS, 7 OCTOBER 1981 


On the occasion of the funeral rites for our beloved brother Bishop Samuel, we wish to 
convey through you to the whole Church our profound sense of grief. We and the 
churches throughout the world join you in mourning this loss and in giving thanks to 
God for the witness of his servant to the whole Oikoumene. 


We express as well our sincere condolences to the people of Egypt and especially to 
the families and loved ones of your dedicated President Anwar Al-Sadat and those other 
eminent figures in the life of your nation, who fell victims to the assassins’ bullets. 


Professing together our common faith in the Lord of life and love, we are shocked and 
deeply saddened at this act of senseless violence. We join with you in prayer that such 
atrocities will not be repeated, and that the harmonious relations between communities 
and nations to which our beloved Bishop Samuel was so committed will become 
realities. 


The Peace of our Lord and the grace of the Holy Spirit be with us all, forever and ever. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


IRAN 


LETTER EROM CCIA DIRECTOR TO THE AMBASSADOR OF THE PERMANENT 
MISSION OF IRAN IN GENEVA, 26 OCTOBER 1979 


Your Excellency, 


We have just received most disturbing news about Bishop Hassan Dehqani-Tafti, 
head of the Anglican Church in Iran. 


According to Reuter’s news of today, Bishop Hassan Dehqani-Tafti narrowly missed 
an assassination attempt early today when gunmen broke into his home in Isfahan and 
fired several shots into his bed. Most providentially the Bishop was not hit although his 
wife Margaret was wounded in the attack 


Later telephone messages from London, also of today, have confirmed the story and 
fortunately have also been able to convey that Mrs. Dehqani-Tafti has been only lightly 
wounded and is presently back at home from the hospital. 


In the light of these circumstances, the General Secretary of the WCC cabled today 
the following message to Bishop Dehqani-Tafti : 
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“Deeply shocked at attempt on your life and relieved at providential preservation 
continuing thoughts and prayers with you and your wife. 

Dr. Philip Potter 

General Secretary 

World Council of Churches” 


It is due to our earlier conversations about matters also related to Bishop Dehqani- 
Tafti that I take the liberty to bring this latest event to your attention. We do trust, of 
course, that the appropriate Iranian authorities, be they locai or central, will take all the 
necessary police and security measures in order to prevent such incidents to happen in 
the future. We recognize the complicated processes of rebuilding which your country is 
undergoing and which you were most kind to brief us about in detail. 


Nevertheless, if common criminal elements were eventually to repeat such actions 
with a tragic outcome, this would unavoidably create most serious repercussions, 
especially in the public opinion world over and would greatly damage our common 
interests and the endeavours for justice and liberation of all peoples everywhere. 


Yours sincerely, 


Leopoldo J. Niilus 
Director 


APPEAL FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI, 20 
DECEMBER 1979 


Desirous of reaffirming the bonds of affection and respect between Christians and 
Muslims, considering the imminent approach of the celebration of the birth of Jesus, 
dear to both Christians and Muslims, and concerned with the danger to world peace of 
the rapidly deteriorating relationships between nations, in the context of the continued 
holding of hostages in Teheran in the name of the Islamic Kevolution, we appeal to Your 
Eminence to show compassion and release the hostages in time for Christmas reunion 
with their families and friends. With our prayers for the people of Iran in their search for 
integrity, fraternity and justice. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI, 2 
APRIL 1980 


The approaching Easter Holy days remind Christians of the hope ofall humanity for 
reconciliation before God and between one another. STOP. On this occasion, as in my 
message to Your Eminence at Christmas, I wish to reaffirm our desire to strengthen the 
bonds of cordiality and respect between Christians and Muslims. STOP. Central to both 
of our faiths is a shared commitment to the cause of peace and justice. STOP. We are 
eager to see this cause become a full reality for all peoples. STOP. This can only occur 
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when all persons of goodwill are able to move effectively to join forces to this end. STOP. 
As Christians the world over celebrate God’s Grace and Mercy during this Easter Season 
we are especially reminded of the families of the hostages held in Teheran and appeal to 
Your Eminence to show compassion by facilitating the early release of the hostages. 
STOP. I am convinced that such an act on your part would strengthen the efforts of all 
those who work for better understanding among nations. STOP. With greetings and 
prayers for the people of Iran. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


LETTER FROM WCC ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO PRESIDENT 
ABOLHASSAM BANI-SADR, 12 MAY 1980 


Your Excellency, 


On behalf of the World Council of Churches I am writing this to bring to your kind 
attention a matter of deep concern to large sections of the constituency of the WCC which 
consists of about 300 churches in more than 80 countries of the world. 


This matter relates specifically to the Episcopal Church in Iran. The news of the 
assassination of Mr. Bahram Dehqani-Tafti, son of Bishop Hassan Dehqani-Tafti, in 
Teheran on the 6th of May came as a shock to us and is causing grave and profound 
concern coming in the wake of a series of threats and violent acts against the leadership 
and employees of the Episcopal Church of Iran. The Episcopal Church of Iran is a 
Diocese of the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East which is a member 
church of the WCC. 


You may be aware that Bishop Hassan Dehgani-Tafti himself narrowly and 
providentially escaped from an assassination attempt on 26th October, 1979, in which his 
wife Margaret was wounded. Earlier on February 19, 1979, the Rev. P.A. Sayyah, the 
pastor of the Episcopal Church in Shiraz was killed. There was also an attack on the 
Diocesan Office. Again on Ist May, 1980, Miss Jean Waddell, the Secretary to the Bishop 
was attacked by two gunmen in Teheran and was seriously wounded. 


While we presume that all these are actions by misguided elements they form a 
pattern and suggest systematic planning that cause us considerable anxiety about the 
safety of the personnel of the Episcopal Church in Iran and about its future. 


From time to time we have made representations to your government on this matter 
through the Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the UN in Geneva. On 
26th October following the attack on the Bishop, the Director of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs of the WCC wrote to the Ambassador in which he said 
“We do trust of course that the appropriate Iranian authorities, be they local or central, 
will take all necessary police and security measures in order to prevent such incidents to 
happen in the future.” We deeply regret that if any such measures have been taken, they 
have been inadequate to prevent a recurrence of violence. 
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We are aware of the immense difficulties that are there in the process of building a 
new Iran and the tensions that are unavoidable in such a process. We have been very 
much encouraged by the assurances that your government has given about the rights and 
freedoms of religious minorities in Iran and hope that all efforts are being made to ensure 
them. 


We therefore appeal to you to take all necessary measures to ensure that criminal and 
anti-social elements are not allowed to putin jeopardy your efforts to build an Iran based 
on human rights and justice in which all religious minorities are able to function with full 
freedom. We especially urge you to give the necessary security and protection to the lives 
of the leaders and members of the Episcopal Church. 


During the past several years the WCC has been encouraged by the warm friendship 
which was grown between Christians and Muslims through constructive dialogue on 
matters of common concern. 


The WCC would very much welcome an opportunity for learning about recent 
developments in Iran.and the achievements of the revolution through a visit by its 
representatives and of discussing with you and other authorities of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran issues of mutual interest and we earnestly hope that you will be kind enough to 
provide such an opportunity at the earliest. 


With prayers for the people of Iran. 
Yours respectfully, 


Konrad Raiser 
Acting General Secretary 


ISRAEL AND OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 


TELEGRAM FROM CCIA DIRECTOR TO THE MINISTRY OF RELIGIOUS 
AFFAIRS, 18 JUNE 1980 


Having received formal expressions of serious concern by various WCC member 
churches about project of Israeli Basic Law on Human Rights eventually enacted by 
Knesset Law Committee end July would highly appreciate your sending us at earliest 
convenience text of said proposal and available information about intended date of 
enactment. STOP. Concern expressed refers to alleged brevity vagueness and ambiguity 
deemed seriously jeopardize human and religious rights presently still benefit both 
Jewish and non-Jewish citizens and non-Jewish inhabitants Israel West Bank Gaza and 
East Jerusalem. STOP. Sincerely. 


Leopoldo J. Niilus 
Director 


The same message was sent to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON JERUSALEM, GENEVA, 
SWITZERLAND, AUGUST 1980 


1. On the basis of previous WCC statements the Central Committee opposes the 
Israeli unilateral action of annexing East Jerusalem and uniting the city as its “eternal 
capital” under its exclusive sovereignty. 


2. This decision is contrary to all pertinent UN resolutions. It most dangerously 
undermines all efforts towards the just solution of the Middle East problem and thus 
jeopardizes regional and world peace. 


3. The Central Committee reiterates the statement on Jerusalem issued by the WCC 
Assembly in Nairobi, 1975, which stressed that the tendency to minimize Jerusalem’s 
importance for any of the three monotheistic religions should be avoided. The destiny of 
Jerusalem should be viewed in terms of people including Christians as well as Jews and 
Muslims and not only in terms of shrines. Therefore, just as the future status of Jerusalem 
has been considered part of the destiny of the Jewish people, so it cannot be considered in 
isolation from the destiny of the Palestinian people, and should thus be determined 
within the general context of the settlement of the Middle East conflict in its totality. 


4. The Central Committee calls the member churches to exert through their 
respective governments all pressure on Israel to withhold all action on Jerusalem, the 
future of which should be included in the agenda of official negotiations involving Israel 
and the Palestinian people on self-determination and on the solution of the Middle East 
conflict. 


5. Recognizing that Jerusalem is a focus of the deepest religious inspiration and 
attachment for all Christians in the world, the Central Committee urges the WCC to 
undertake an active role in expressing the concerted Christian voice and to aid churches 
in fully assuming their role as partners in deciding the future character of Jerusalem. 


6. The Central Committee also urges the General Secretary to explore, in consultation 
with memker churches in the area and the Vatican, possibilities of trying to find the best 
solution to the problem of Jerusalem through all appropriate and effective means and 
ways such as convening jointly or separately international consultations or any other 
approaches or actions on Jerusalem. The General Secretary should also explore 
possibilities of consultations with the Muslim and Jewish communities concerned with 
the future character of Jerusalem in order to seek ways to consolidate justice and human 
co-existence in the City of Peace. 


TELEGRAM FROM CCIA DIRECTOR TO THE MINISTRY OF RELIGIOUS 
AFFAIRS, I DECEMBER 1980 


Have received information that Dr. Gabi Baramki has been arrested by Israeli 
military authorities December first when crossing Allenby Bridge into West Bank. 
STOP. Kindly request confirmation and justification of said arrest. 


Leopoldo J. Niilus 


Director 
The same message was sent to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
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TELEGRAM FROM WCC ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER OF 
DEFENCE, 12 NOVEMBER 1981 


Your Excellency. World Council of Churches is alarmed at closing of Birzeit 
University and town arrest of Dr. Gabi Baramki and six other faculty members. We urge 
Your Excellency for immediate action to reopen university and terminate arrest status of 
all Birzeit University personnel, as we know that such restrictive measures will not 
ultimately serve a process of justice, reconciliation and peace in the territories. 
Sincere regards. 


Todor Sabev 
Acting General Secretary 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 15 
NOVEMBER 1982 


We have learnt with dismay about the Israeli government's action concerning Arch- 
bishop Karekin Kazandjian of the Armenian Patriarchate a member body of the WCC. 
STOP. This action is an infringement of the nghts and freedom of the religious 
communities as provided by the international treaties related to the Holy City. STOP. We 
therefore trust that everything will be done to enable the Archbishop to continue to 
perform his duties at the Patriarchate without governmental interference. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


LEBANON 


CCIA COMMISSION STATEMENT ON LEBANON, FRIEDEWALD, FRG, MAY 
1981 


Disturbed and deeply concerned with the violent sequence of events that has again caused 
so much death, pain, anguish and ruin in Lebanon; 


Moved with deep compassion and sympathy for the people of Lebanon because of this 
new escalation of violence; . 


Recognizing that Lebanon is ever more becoming a battlefield for settling regional and 
possibly even wider international differences, thus becoming the concern of the inter- 
national community; and 


Moved by the appeal of the patriarchs, bishops, and leaders of the Christian Com- 


munities in Lebanon (April 11, 1981) to the peoples of the world “to help bring an end to 
our tragedy”; 
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The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs : 


Reiterates the appeal of the World Council of Churches Executive Committee (May 1976) 
to the people and all parties involved in Lebanon to renounce violence and to spare 
human lives through a renewed commitment to finding negotiated solutions; 


Reaffirms its belief that the conflict continues to be essentially a political one despite the 
religious overtones, motivations and implications stemming from the confessional 
structures of Lebanese and Middle Eastern societies; 


Affirms that Lebanon should not be sacrificed in the process of enabling the Palestinian 
people to achieve their legitimate rights or in settling the Arab-Israeli conflict; 


Believes that recovery of Lebanese unity and territorial integrity are key to the solution of 
the Lebanese problem and supports all efforts to strengthen the government of Lebanon 
as it attempts to reassert the effective exercise of its sovereignty over all Lebanese 
territory; 


Calls for 


- the termination of Israeli attacks and interventions against Lebanon and 
Palestinians in South Lebanon, which Israel claims is necessary for its security 
and a help to Lebanon, because the security of both; 


- new peace initiatives by the Arab League and the United Nations which would 
lead to national unity and other conditions in Lebanon making the presence of 
the Syrian army as the Arab deterring force unnecessary; 


- an important United Nations role in the reconstruction and rehabilitation that 
will be necessary following the conflict. 


Prayerfully supports Christians and Muslims in Lebanon as they seek to restore the 
harmoniows community life which has traditionally characterized their country and 
work together for a united Lebanon devoted to the defence of justice, development and 
peace in the Middle East; and 


Expresses appreciation to the member churches of the WCC for their responses in the past 
and reiterates the Executive Committee (May 1976) appeal to the churches to provide 
humanitarian aid and assistance through the WCC “to bring relief to the victims of this 
conflict, regardless of their religious, ethnic or political affiliation.” 


STATEMENT BY DR. PHILIP POTTER, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, 19 MAY 1981 


Having heard the urgent appeals coming from Lebanese leaders, both Christian and 
Muslim, and deeply concerned about the threat of increasing conflicts and suffering for 
people in Lebanon and the Middle East region, I make this appeal in the name of Jesus 
Christ, whose Gospel is a message of peace. 
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As General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, I strongly affirm and 
commend the statement on Lebanon adopted last week by the WCC’s Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs. This statement helps to underline and call to the 
attention of international public opinion three basic facts about the conflict which must 
not be obscured: 


1. Lebanese sovereignty : 

Lebanon is and should remain a sovereign country. There have been significant 
initiatives in the country towards more understanding between the different com- 
munities and parties involved. Lebanon should not be considered as a problem, but as a 
promise, recovering its earlier role of becoming a model of how different cultures, 
religions and peoples can live together in justice and peace. Everything should be done to 
strengthen the Lebanese government in its efforts to re-establish and defend the full 
sovereignty of the country. Lebanon must not be sacrificed to wider regional and inter- 
national interests. 


2. Legitimate security interests : 

All countries in the region have legitimate security interests. This is valid in particular 
for Israel and Syria. Security cannot be defined, however, at the cost of the integrity of a 
neighbour country like Lebanon. The essential issue for regional security is the lack of 
acknowledgement by Israel of the rights of the Palestinian people. No lasting security 
and peace can be established in the region, especially among Israel, Lebanon and Syria, 
without the determination to solve the Palestinian problem. 


3. No solution without negotiation : 

The Middle East conflict has become a concern for the international community. 
Various peace initiatives have been launched, without leading to tangible results. There 
is a temptation to consider a limited military confrontation as an unavoidable step in the 
effort to bring the parties concerned to the negotiating table. In such a situation it is 
necessary to: 


@ Denounce as cynical and highly dangerous for world peace at large, particularly in 
the present crisis, any consideration that a “limited war’ could advance the efforts to 
find a solution to the conflict; 


@ Urge that the partial peace initiatives should be broadened to lead to a general inter- 
national conference involving all parties concerned in the region, including also the 
USA, USSR, EEC, and in particular the Palestinian people through their legitimate 
representatives. 


The proper place for such a round-table conference could be the Lebanon, as this 


would in turn serve as an added stimulus to Lebanese reconciliation and sovereignty, 
which would save this country from more suffering and destruction. 


PRESS RELEASE BY WCC ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY, 9 JUNE 1982 


Geneva (EPS) — The invasion of Lebanon by Israeli air, sea and land forces has 
been condemned by the World Council of Churches which urged that the Israeli forces 
withdraw from Lebanon. 
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The Acting General Secretary, Mr. Patrick Coidan, reiterated a call made last year for 
a cessation of Israeli attacks against Lebanon and Palestinians in South Lebanon with 
the demand that Israel should withdraw unconditionally all its armed forces from 
Lebanon immediately. “Israel cannot continue to ignore the Palestinian question or to 
use it as a pretext to justify armed aggression against third parties including sovereign 
states”, added Mr. Ninan Koshy, Director of the WCC’s International Affairs Com- 
mission, today. 


Background Information : 


In 1981 the WCC’s General Secretary, Dr. Philip Potter, called for a political, non- 
military solution to the problems of the area. He drew attention to three basic facts about 
the conflict: that Lebanon is and should remain a sovereign country; that all countries 
in the region have legitimate security interests, particularly Israel and Syria, however this 
cannot be defined at the cost of Lebanon; and thirdly, that there can be no solution 
without negotiation. 


In the 1981 statement from the Commission on International Affairs the call for a 
termination of Israeli attacks was supplemented with the affirmation that the security 
of both Israel and Lebanon depends upon Israeli recognition of Palestinian self- 
determination. 


The world’s churches have, for many years, had a very close interest in the area. A 
programme for Palestinian refugees is over 30 years old. Since 1977 a reconstruction 
and rehabilitation programme has been in operation in Lebanon. In addition the WCC 
has made clear in statements over the years that a military solution is not the answer to 
the area’s problems. 


The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the WCC is 
concerting its efforts with the Middle East Council of Churches in order to respond to 
the emergency needs resulting from this situation, in the framework of the overall 
Lebanon emergency reconstruction and rehabilitation appeal. 


MESSAGE FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE PRESIDENTS AND GENERAL 
SECRETARY OF THE MIDDLE EAST COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, 17 JUNE 1982 


I have received the moving messages sent by you as Presidents and General Secretary 
of MECC and hasten to reassure you of the continuing commitment of the WCC to 
working towards the establishment of a just peace in Lebanon and the Middle East as a 
whole. Together with many of our member churches the WCC has already urgently 
appealed for unconditional and immediate withdrawal of all Israel’s armed forces from 
Lebanon. I reiterate this appeal, recalling that the WCC has consistently deplored the 
escalation of violence whether through random acts of brutality and terror or through 
dangerous concepts of “limited war”. 


The present UN estimate of well over one million people in Lebanon being directly 


affected by the recent Israeli invasion confirms the alarming scale of the present crisis. 
The information about both Lebanese and Palestinian people suffering such consider- 
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able and grievous civilian casualties, with whole communities held hostage and deprived 
of relief, has led the WCC to explore every possible means to bring relief supplies into 
Lebanon. We are appealing to our member churches for urgent gifts in cash and, where 
appropriate, in material aid. We express our greatest admiration and give thanks to God 
for the heroic and effective way in which the churches of Lebanon and the MECC 
together with other aid agencies are providing relief facilities despite the tremendous 
physical difficulties and dangers you are facing. 


Our immediate concern is with the urgency of ensuring an effective and durable 
cease-fire to spare not only civilians but also armed forces from further futile slaughter. 
On a longer term, but no less urgently, we assure you of the WCC’s support for the need 
to respect and re-establish Lebanese integrity and sovereignty. The WCC also continues 
to recognize the need for mutually recognized and secure frontiers for the State of Israel. 
Furthermore, since the issue of Palestine is inseparably linked with the security of both 
Lebanon and Israel, the WCC reaffirms the need for realizing the long delayed rights of 
the Palestinian people to self-determination and statehood. 


We are appealing to all our member churches to bear up in prayer all the Christian 
communities of the Middle East together with all their Muslim and Jewish neighbours. 
May you all be led into the ways of justice and peace. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


LETTER FROM THE CCIA EXECUTIVE GROUP MEETING IN NEW YORK, 
USA, TO THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE MIDDLE EAST COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES, MR. GABRIEL HABIB, 19 JUNE 1982 


The Executive Group of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of 
the World Council of Churches expresses its deep regret at your absence and deplores 
the circumstances which have prevented your attendance at this meeting in New York, 
16-18 June 1982. Please be assured that our prayers have been constantly with you, your 
family, and all those associated with the MECC. Through you we extend our sympathies 
to all those in Lebanon who have fallen victim to this act of aggression. 


We condemn this newinvasion of Lebanon by Israel. It violates international law and 
disregards international public opinion. It is morally indefensible. This long pre- 
meditated attack and occupation has created a new situation with very grave con- 
sequences for the future of peace and justice in the Middle East. We have repeatedly 
denounced the use of military force as a substitute for negotiations to resolve conflict. 
Such an action can hardly bring either peace or security to any of the parties to the 
conflict. 


This invasion has brought death to thousands, the vast majority civilians, rendered 
hundreds of thousands homeless, and caused untold suffering for more than a million 
human beings directly affected. The Israeli army’s action in blocking supplies of goods 
and materials to the victims in Lebanon, and its interference with relief operations of UN 
peace-keeping forces violate internationally accepted standards of behaviour in 
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situations of armed conflict. 


We reiterate our support for the suffering Lebanese and Palestinian peoples, for 
efforts to protect the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Lebanon and for the right of 
the Palestinian people to national self-determination and statehood just as Israel has the 
right to exist within secure and guaranteed borders. 


Be assured of the continuing support for your and the MECC’s efforts to come to the 
aid of the victims and to bring a just peace to Lebanon and the whole of the Middle East. 


On behalf of the Executive Group 
Olle Dahlén, Moderator; Ninan Koshy, Director 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, JULY 1982 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting in Geneva, 
15-17 July 1982, recognizing the gravity of the situation in Lebanon, decided to send a 
delegation as a visible expression of its concern for and commitment to the people and 
the churches there. The delegation was composed of Archbishop Olof Sundby (Primate 
of the Church of Sweden and one of the Presidents of the WCC), the Rev. Jacques Maury 
(President of the French Protestant Federation), Bishop Maximos of Pittsburgh (Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America) and Dr. Ghassan Rubeiz (Middle 
East Secretary of CICARWS/WCC). In a letter carried by the delegation to the WCC 
member churches in Lebanon and the MECC, the Executive Committee expressed its 
solidarity with the Lebanese and Palestinian people in their suffering. 


We have now heard the report of the delegation which visited a wide range of leaders 
of churches and other religious communities, political figures, relief organizations, and 
wounded and displaced victims of the war. They have described in a moving, graphic and 
personal way the situation they witnessed on our behalf. Some of what we have heard is 
familiar, common to situations of war. Hundreds of thousands have been rendered 
homeless. Many thousands, including women and children, have been killed or 
wounded. An unknown number of bodies remain buried under rubble. 


The Lebanese people have long suffered the presence of foreign and irregular 
military forces, but the report spoke also of some special cruelties occasioned by the 
Israeli invasion. Villages and towns, many of them already partially destroyed in years of 
conflict, have been not only badly shelled by the Israeli invading forces, but many have 
been razed. Even though the intention may have been to destroy the PLO forces, the 
warfare has been directed especially against the refugee camps, whose often poor 
inhabitants have been forced to flee with the few possessions they could gather from the 
ruins. Families have been separated. Thousands have been detained and sent to camps, 
access to which has been generally denied to international humanitarian agencies such 
as the International Committee of the Red Cross, contrary to the Geneva conventions. 
Arrests and detentions continue, forcing many Palestinian men into hiding. The refugees 
have been forbidden to erect rudimentary shelters such as tents even at the sites of their 
former camps. Supplies of food, water, medicines, fuel and other basic survival items 
have been interdicted when destined for even the most needy victims. The people have 
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been subjected to pressures aimed at further dividing the Lebanese and turning them 
more bitterly against the Palestinians. 


The delegation spoke with special urgency of the plight of West Beirut, describing its 
siege by the Israeli forces as horrible and scandalous. They portrayed the intolerable 
physical and psychological pressures on a people waiting for a final, devastating attack. 
West Beirut is a powder keg, they reported, which could explode, with unimaginable 
suffering and loss of life. While the people there desperately hope to be spared, they doubt 
that current efforts to head off the assault will succeed. The situation deteriorates from 
day to day. 


The delegation praised the courageous witness of Christians and Muslims and paid 
tribute to the emergency relief efforts of the MECC and other organizations under the 
severe restraints imposed by the occupying forces. 


The Lebanese people continue to express their longing to re-establish sovereignty 
over their own land, and to begin to rebuild a harmonious, unified nation which had 
once exemplified Christian-Muslim rapprochement To achieve this, they demanded the 
withdrawal of all foreign forces and the re-establishment of Lebanese territorial integrity. 
Many also made clear the imperative need of the Palestinian people for a state of their 
own, which they saw as necessary for any lasting, just settlement. 


Moved by this report, profoundly desirous of preventing an assault on West Beirut, 
and of contributing to a solution to this conflict so that this tragedy will not again be 
repeated for any of the people involved, the Central Committee of the WCC, meeting in 
Geneva, 19-28 July 1982: 


1. demands the immediate lifting of the siege on West Beirut and urges governments and 
intergovernmental organizations to spare no effort to this end; 


2. affirms its conviction that the recovery of Lebanese territorial integrity is a key to 
peace and justice in the region, and that for this to be realized, all foreign forces must 
be withdrawn from Lebanese territory; and urges the United Nations and govern- 
ments, especially those of the USA, the USSR, the European Community, and the 
Arab States to use their influence to secure for the Lebanese the opportunity to build a 
just and unified society after years of political disruption and fighting; 


3. condemns the Israeli invasion of Lebanese territory, appeals to the Israeli govern- 
ment to implement UN Security Council Resolution 509 and other relevant 
resolutions, and reiterates its rejection of the use of military force to resolve political 
conflicts; 


4. protests the actions of the Israeli forces in barring free access of international 
humanitarian agencies to places of detention of prisoners and refugee relocation 
centres, as well as the interdiction of basic necessities destined for the victims; 


5. calls upon the United Nations and all governments to treat with utmost urgency the 
resolution of the Palestinian question on the basis of the Palestinians’ right for self- 
determination, including the right of establishing a sovereign Palestinian state, and 
to support initiatives for a just comprehensive settlement in the Middle East, by 
which the rights of Lebanon, Israel and the other states of the region to live in peace 
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within secure and recognized boundaries are guaranteed; 
6. urges the member churches: 


a) to bring the concerns expressed above to the attention of their governments and to 
press upon them the urgency of appropriate action; 


b 


— 


to help mobilize international public opinion, demanding respect for human 
rights and international norms governing the behaviour of military forces in times 
of armed conflicts, especially with respect to the treatment of the thousands of 
detained persons; 


c) to assist the churches within Lebanon in their attempts for reconciliation with a 
view to achieving harmony and unity among all communities in the country; 


d 


— 


to continue to support generously the MECC and the churches in the area in their 
programmes of relief and rehabilitation and to support humanitarian organizations 
in their efforts to have access to all parts of Lebanon to provide emergency 
assistance; 


e) to support those within Israel who are working for a just peace in the area: 


f) tocontinue to uphold in intercessions and prayers the Lebanese, Palestinian and 
Israeli peoples. 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO PRESIDENT SARKIS, 
15 SEPTEMBER 1982 


World Council of Churches condemns the assassination of Bechir Gemayel 
President elect of Lebanon as it has condemned all political assassinations in Lebanon. 
STOP. Thé Council expresses its deep-felt condolence to the government and people of 
Lebanon, the family of Mr. Gemayel and the families of all those killed in the September 
14 incident STOP. Be assured of our continuing prayers for peace, justice and 
reconciliation in Lebanon. 


Philip Potter 


General Secretary 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF 
THE MIDDLE EAST COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, MR. GABRIEL HABIB, 
20 SEPTEMBER 1982 


We are grateful to you for keeping us informed daily of the events in Lebanon and for 
the details you have provided today about the latest developments. 


We join with all those who have expressed their abhorrence and shock at the 
massacre of hundreds of Palestinians, men, women and children in the Sabra and 
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Chatila camps in West Beirut. We do not have adequate words to express our feelings. We 
condemn in the strongest terms this crime against humanity. We express our deep-felt 
sympathy and condolence to the families of the victims and to all Palestinian people. 


We are appealing to the United Nations for immediate deployment of a peace- 
keeping force to Lebanon. We are further urging the UN to institute an international 
enquiry into the massacre in the two refugee camps, taking into account that West Beirut 
was occupied by the Israeli army and that the roads to the camps were under its control 
and surveillance. 


We reiterate our solidarity and fellowship with you and all your colleagues in the 
MECC as you continue to minister to the needs of the people in Lebanon under such 
difficult circumstances. We continue to uphold you in our prayers with the fervent hope 
that efforts for reconciliation and unity in Lebanon will succeed. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


TELEGRAM FROM DR. PHILIP POTTER TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS, 20 SEPTEMBER 1982 


In view of the failure of the international community so far to make arrangements for 
peace-keeping in Lebanon and to ensure the protection of the civilian population in that 
country, a fact tragically highlighted by the massacre of hundreds of Palestinians in the 
two refugee camps in Sabra and Chatila in West Beirut, we urge the United Nations : 
1) to take immediate steps for sending an international peace-keeping force under UN 
auspices with a broad mandate and for a sufficiently long period; 2) to demand the 
prompt and complete withdrawal of the Israeli army from Lebanon and of other foreign 
forces which continue to be there without the consent of the Lebanese government; 
3) to institute an international inquiry into the massacre in the Sabra and Chatila camps 
in West Beirut taking into account that West Beirut was occupied by the Israeli army and 
that the roads to the camps were under its control and surveillance. 


We support you in your efforts for peace and justice in Lebanon and for all the 
peoples in the Middle East. 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 
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TURKEY 


DELEGATION TO TURKEY, 30 NOVEMBER - 4 DECEMBER 1981 


In response to a call from the Middle East Council of Churches’ Christian Presence 
Consultation of October 1980 and the recommendation of the WCC Executive Com- 
mittee meeting in Dresden, August 1981, an ecumenical delegation visited Turkey from 
November 30 to December 4, 1981 to open channels of communication with govern- 
ment officials concerning the plight of the Souryani community and to explore ways in 
which the WCC can work in Turkey to improve the situation of Christian minorities. 


Christian communities have been declining steadily over the years, currently 
numbering about 100,000. The Souryanis today are the weakest, numbering between 25 
to 30,000. European governments which have been receiving Souryanis in large numbers 
in the 1970s have stopped the migration in 1980, with some thousands seeking asylum in 
Europe and threatened with forced repatriation. Because of the close European involve- 
ment, the delegation was composed of Rev. André Appel, President of the Conference of 
European Churches and member of WCC Central Committee, Prof. Antoine Wessels, 
Free University of Amsterdam, Mr. Richard Butler, Church World Service, NCCCUSA, 
Rev. Jiirgen Micksch, Foreign Office of the Evangelical Church in Germany, Rev. 
Melvin Wittler, Director of the Service of the Near East Mission of the United Church 
Board for World Ministries, USA, Mr. Wail Kheir, Middle East Council of Churches, 
and Mr. Ghassan Rubeiz, Secretary for the Middle East, CICARWS, WCC. The 
delegation visited Istanbul and Ankara, meeting with church leaders and two high 
ranking officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It assessed the situation of the 
Souryanis community, giving due attention also to the Armenian and Greek com- 
munities. The delegation, in its evaluation of the visit, considered that it had been able to 
register the ecumenical community’s concern for Christian communities to officials of 
the Turkish government and to open channels of communication for further relations. 
The report of the team also concludes with a number of recommendations for dealing 
with the situation in the future. The visit was viewed as an expression of solidarity by the 
church leaders visited. 


157 





SPECIAL ISSUES 


THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD AND THE 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT, KINGSTON, JAMAICA, JANUARY 1979 


1. The Central Committee of the WCC is conscious of the fact that its deliberations at 
Kingston, Jamaica, coincide with the beginning of the United Nations International 
Year of the Child. 


2. After having already emphasized the WCC’s continued concern both for the ministry 
with and advocacy for children as set forth in the document “The World Council of 
Churches and the International Year of the Child” (endorsed by the Executive 
Committee, Zurich, 1978), the Central Committee affirms at this moment its commit- 
ment to the children of this world, to their gifts and hopes, their needs and rights. 


3. Itcalls upon its member churches to manifest their conviction that Jesus Christ is the 
closest ally of the children for whom he has promised the kingdom of God (cf. Mark 
10:13 ff). 


4. In affirming the full and equal membership of children in the Christian community 
the churches are called “to provide the possibilities for children to live in trust, in a 
communion of open and fulfilling relationships, and in trustworthiness, in a creative 
use and development of their potentialities for the good of all. Like their Lord, they 
must be enabled to grow and become strong in wisdom and in grace, self-giving love” 
(the General Secretary in his Christmas message 1978). 


5. The Gospel informs our belief that children are the most hopeful signs and 
paradigms of God’s unconditional love and promise for all of us. “Let the children 
come to me and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matt. 19:14). We dare not fail in accepting and supporting “the little ones” to whom 
our Lord has given such honour and grace. 


6. Theurgency ofthis task is paramount in view of the fact that the story of the children’s 
woes and sufferings in today’s world is endless. They are the first to suffer wherever 
the dignity of human beings is violated, be it by war, racial discrimination, by forced 
migration or the breakdown of family and community life, the impact of which is 
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experienced in varying degrees in all continents. A staggering proportion of the child 
population in the developing countries suffers from malnutrition and starvation, lack 
of health care and educational facilities. In the more affluent countries children 
suffer in other ways, in part because of the impact of excessive materialism. 


7. We owe to our children a world which sustains a truly human life. It is now that all 
churches joining together in ecumenical fellowship are called to help children to 
grow in loving and caring relationships towards a future that holds promise and 


dignity. 
FOOD IN THE 1980s 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, AUGUST 
1980 


Believing 
- that guaranteed access to a healthy diet is a fundamental human right 


- that food security will continue to be a crucial problem for a large part of humanity in 
the foreseeable future; 


- that despite the positive recommendations of the 1974 World Food Conference (such 
as internationally-held food reserves) not enough has been done to prevent the 
hunger situation from becoming increasingly acute; 


- and that hunger and its associated injustices pose a grave threat to world peace, 


the Central Committee wishes to alert public attention to the fact that current policies 
and trends in food production and distribution (including international trade) result in 
the scandal of the hunger of millions of people. For example, there are serious dangers of 
using access to food as a political weapon, the patenting of seed varieties and agricultural 
processes by companies, the use of food crops for alternative energy sources, the 
exaggerated concentration on cash crops at the expense of food production, and the 
continuing failure to implement just land reform. The Committee believes that churches 
should be more actively involved in effective ways of solving both emergency food 
shortages and ongoing hunger and malnutrition, whose causes can be climatic, 
economic, commercial or political, and therefore 


calls upon member churches in all countries to set up appropriate machinery to monitor 
the food policies of both their countries’ governments and of intergovernmental 
organizations, as well as the role of transnational companies in agri-business; to 
compare their findings, and consider suitable action, either singly orin harmony; and to 
analyse their own role in promoting or protecting people’s right to food as the most basic 
of all human physical needs. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF DISABLED PERSONS 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE STATEMENT AND APPEAL, GENEVA, 
SWITZERLAND, FEBRUARY 1981 


Introduction 


We are already well into the International Year of Disabled Persons. International 
agencies, governments and individual communities have begun to mobilize new 
programmes which address the needs of people with disabilities. Churches have been 
working at this. Numerous examples could be given of studies and initiatives under- 
taken by individual churches. 


The World Council of Churches also has given serious attention to this issue. 
Progress can be seen in the nature of this involvement: the Louvain statement on the 
unity of mankind (1971), the Nairobi Assembly statement on “The Handicapped and the 
Wholeness of the Family of God” (1975), the Melbourne statement on mission with the 
poor (1980), the studies on Health and Wholeness (1978-1981) and on the Church and the 
Poor (1979-1981) show this progress — but we have just begun. 


Scope and Causes 


It is estimated that at least 450 million persons are mentally or physically disabled to- 
day, that is, 10% of the world’s population. 


Some are born disabled, some acquire disability, and some have disability thrust 
upon them. Disability is intimately affected by and connected with the socio-economic 
condition of those concerned. Millions of cases can be traced to poverty and deprivation, 
many others are symptoms of industrialization and affluence; still others stem from war 
and others forms of overt and subtle violence; some of the causes are not known. 


Though the nature and causes of disability differ somewhat from place to place, this is 
a worldwide problem, and no region is immune from any single form of impairment. 


The major causes of disability in the developing world are inadequate nutrition of 
mothers and the malnutrition of children which can impair the normal development of 
both mind and body, made even worse by inadequate provision for preventive measures 
and health care. It is in the developing world, where some 80% of those who are disabled 
live, that the resources to address these problems are the most scarce; at the same time it 
must be recognized that in these countries some of the simplest measures can be the most 
effective in preventing on a large scale the development of disability. 


In the industrialized world, the hazards of pollution, industrial and traffic accidents, 
and patterns of abusive habits have contributed to epidemics of disability. The dis- 
abilities of mental illness and mental retardation constitute a major concern. Dis- 
abilities related to aging are beconing more common in the context of increasing life 
expectancy. 


And everywhere the societal factors that impart the “handicapping” are deeply 
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ingrained. Architectural and attitudinal barriers as well as our tendency to sequester and 
exclude those with disabilities must be vigorously attacked. 


Appeal 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, at its meeting in 
February 1981, expresses its full support to the efforts already being made to implement 
the goals of the Year of Disabled Persons. 


A. It encourages member churches and ecumenical bodies at the regional, national 
and local level to cooperate with governments and with non-governmental 
organizations including associations of disabled persons, and to sensitize their 
members to the needs, hopes and aspirations of disabled persons. 


B. It recognizes the historical commitment of the Church to the care and support of 
those who are disabled. But much remains to be done. A thorough approach to 
preventive efforts, early health care, remedial and rehabilitation measures are more 
economic and more humanitarian than the life long support of people left de- 
pendent on others. 


C. It reaffirms strongly the aim of integration and full participation of disabled 
persons, recognizing their abilities and gifts, in the life of church and community; 
while at the same time affirming the need for specialized care for the more severely 
disabled people. 


D. It emphasizes that the Church has a particular contribution in examining and 
giving prominence to social and moral issues which relate to disablement, 
including advocacy of the human rights of disabled persons. 


The Executive Committee urges member churches to pursue, with renewed focus, 
study and action programmes leading to preventing disabilities, rehabilitating those in 
need and welcoming all children of God into full partnership. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE RESOLUTION, DRESDEN, GDR, AUGUST 1981 


Millions of people are prevented from enjoying fully the rights and opportunities in 
the communities in which they live because of physical and mental disabilities and 
society's reaction to them. 


The Central Committee recognizes that Christians and churches, though they have 
in the past been concerned with both the physical and spiritual care of disabled persons, 
have not always made available opportunities for their full participation in the Christian 
fellowship. We have often failed to recognize them as whole persons and have thus 
denied the wholeness and unity of the family of God, as well as denying them justice. 


In the light of the Nairobi statement (Breaking Barriers, Nairobi 1975, pp. 61-62) and 


the Executive Committee statement and appeal 1981 (February 1981) the Central 
Committee : 
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reaffirms its commitment to the conviction that full and unconditional acceptance 
of disabled persons in the life, witness and service of the Church is a significant 
requirement for its unity and wholeness; 


urges member churches to continue and increase their efforts which will lead to the 
prevention of disabilities, the rehabilitation of those in need, and to welcoming into 
full partnership all children of God. 


THE CHURCHES AND THE WORLD REFUGEE CRISIS 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT, DRESDEN, GDR, AUGUST 1981 


Ee 


One of the most dramatic phenomena of our times is that of the movement of millions 
of people forced to leave their homes and their countries. They are variously known as 
refugees, displaced persons, expellees and exiles. They are the victims of the unjust 
social, economic and political structures of societies, of the violation of fundamental 
human rights, and of brutal armed conflicts. They are struggling for survival; in 
search of food, refuge, identity and belonging. They need justice, peace and 
recognition of their human dignity. Therefore, refugees have a natural claim on the 
churches. 


The Central Committee notes with deep concern the following disturbing trends 
affecting the lives and future of refugees : 


a) 


b) 


c) 


d) 


e) 


more and more countries in the less materially developed world, which are also 
vulnerable to political instability, maldevelopment and external influences, are 
not only the source of the largest refugee movements but also are forced to be 
host to the majority of refugees and displaced persons in the world today; 


the appeal from these refugee-hosting countries for a reasonable degree of 
burden-sharing, both at the regional and international levels, has met with 
inadequate response. Consequently, countries which can least afford it have to 
bear brunt of the world’s refugee problem; 


most countries of the world are becoming increasingly restrictive in admitting 
asylum-seekers by introducing stricter border controls and visa requirements; 


the number of refugees who are rejected (refoulés) or expelled is increasing at an 
alarming rate; 


the movements of refugees across cultural borders often brings to the surface 
racial and ethnic prejudices which are compounded by the unemployment 
problems; 


responses to newly arising refugee emergency situations often occur at the 
expense of ongoing, unsolved refugee needs; 
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g) 


the growing complexity of the refugee situation, frequently closely related to a 
disputed colonial legacy, to questions of national security and power politics, to 
the aspirations of oppressed minorities or majorities and the struggle for self- 
determination, reflects the difficulty of identifying and eliminating the root 
causes and enabling refugees to return to their homes. 


The seriousness of the above trends calls for intensified vigilance and action on the 


part of the churches and of the WCC. For that reason the Central Committee appeals 
to member churches to intensify their efforts to: 


a) 


b) 


c) 


d) 


e) 


g) 


h) 


i) 


j) 


k) 


I) 
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deepen the understanding of the complex social, economic and political 
realities that create and affect refugees; 


promote and undertake biblical, theological reflection as an indispensable base 
for the churches’ ministry with refugees; 


assist in strengthening a global ecumenical research and information network 
which will help the churches to be well informed and to speak out more clearly 
on refugee issues; 


work with their governments to assure that the basic human rights are respected, 
including the right of every person to stay, to leave and to return to their country; 


help prepare the legal, political and economic conditions which would facilitate 
voluntary repatriation; 


consult with churches and councils in countries of potential refugee move- 
ments and provide local assistance in order to stem a growing exodus and a cruel 
separation from families and familiar surroundings; 


ensure that efforts to assist refugees always contain two essential elements : 
meeting the immediate and longer-term needs of refugees and taking appropriate 
action at political and socio-economic levels, to eliminate the basic causes of 
refugee movements; 


ensure that refugee assistance makes a positive contribution towards meeting 
overall community needs, and does not adversely affect the life of local groups of 
oppressed and marginalised people; 


urge governments to respect the security and territorial integrity of countries 
which are hosts to refugees; 


promote dialogue with refugees of all faiths who have come to live within 
Christian communities and help to ensure opportunities and places of worship 
for them; 


emphasize the churches’ pastoral responsibility to serve the spiritual needs of 
refugees; 


use to the fullest the resources of refugees and of local host communities to work 
towards rapid self-sufficiency and developmental goals; 


m) support or initiate programmes to assist the most vulnerable groups of refugees 
such as persons with disabilities, women and children. 


LAND RIGHTS FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLE 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, JULY 1982 


Introduction 


This WCC statement on land rights for indigenous people focuses primarily on the 
original inhabitants of the Americas, Australia and New Zealand who have experienced 
a common history of colonial invasion and dispossession of their land by nations with 
predominantly Christian populations. 


Historical Perspective 


Indigenous people claim that the recognition of prior ownership of their traditional 
territories is fundamental to the issue of land rights. Thus for them, land rights must 
include the right to political power through self-government and economic power 
through the right to choose what happens on the land. 


Invasions, colonization, brutal subjugation, and genocidal practices, accompanied 
by the continuing denial of basic human rights, have not only denied the indigenous 
people’s title to and use of the land, but in many cases have left the survivors without a 
territory, denying them their rights to an identity. 


Underlying this history have been racist beliefs which identify indigenous people as 
being sub-human, and which refuse to acknowledge the very existence of their spiritual, 
cultural. social, political and legal systems. 


Sense of Urgency 


The denial of political power has allowed treaties to be abrogated (Canada, USA, 
New Zealand); land to be expropriated (Mexico, Puerto Rico, Guatemala); people to be 
forcibly relocated (Brazil, Paraguay, Philippines); and policies of assimilation to be 
implemented (Chile, Australia, Colombia). 


The tentacles of an economy characterized by the maximization of profit and 
concentration of the power of decision-making have reached out into every corner of the 
globe with devastating consequences for indigenous people. The scramble for more and 
more energy, minerals and raw materials has led to closer cooperation between trans- 
national corporations and “development’-conscious governments in a silent war against 
the original inhabitants of the land. This unrelenting demand for resources threatens to 
dispossess the people of their land and economic base and to destroy their environment. 


In Brazil, “Indian nations” are being forced from their lands and squeezed into 


isolated areas by new highway, mining and agricultural development projects. In 
Western Australia, a mining boom is violating the cultural integrity and sacred sites of 
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the Aboriginal people, while in northern parts of Canada, massive oil, gas and uranium 
projects threaten to destroy the fragile environment and the social fabric of the 
indigenous communities. 


The Central Committee has been made aware of the intense pain and suffering of the 
indigenous people in these and other situations around the world and the following 
urgent issues have been identified through studies, consultations and visits to land rights 
situations : 


1. The struggle of indigenous people for land nights has intensified, as can be seen in the 
growing strength of the “International Conference of Indigenous Peoples” and the 
mounting support for a special working group on indigenous peoples within the 
United Nations system. The indigenous people’s cries for justice can no longer be 
ignored. 


2. The growing worldwide emphasis on national security and militarization is used to 
maintain existing unjust power structures and has intensified racial discrimination 
and oppression. The victims of these policies, those who are described as security 
risks, are most often those who struggle for justice. 


3. The growing concentration of economic power in capitalist economy has led to 
increased cooperation among transnational corporations, financial institutions, and 
governments in affirming profit-making over people’s rights to self-determination. 


The Challenge to the Churches 


The indigenous people’s struggle for land rights is challenging the Church to be 
faithful to its Gospel of reconciliation and to the biblical affirmation of the creation ofall 
human beings in the image of God. 


Crucial to the Christian understanding of reconciliation between peoples is the 
demand for justice. God’s revelation has led Christians to a new understanding of their 
prophetic role in witnessing to the biblical priority for justice. In the light of this fact, the 
Church’s mission is to express solidarity with the oppressed in all the ways compatible 
with the faith and in recognition of its guilt in the sin of racism. The racist denial of 
indigenous people identity can only be combatted when the oppressed are empowered 
spiritually, economically and politically. 


It is generally recognized that historically the churches first made contact with 
indigenous people through missionary and evangelization endeavours. Today indigenous 
people are urging them to re-examine their total life to ensure that: 

a. Traditional ownership of the land be respected and guaranteed; 


b. indigenous culture and spirituality be respected rather than violated; 


c. the presentation of the Gospel remain open to the value of all indigenous cultures 
instead of becoming an instrument of domination; 


d. cooperation in serving indigenous people rather than competition in proselytism 
characterize the relationship between different denominations; 
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e. the life style practised by Christians living and serving among indigenous people 
reflect the basic biblical ethos; 


f. educational programmes be designed in consultation with the indigenous people, 
controlled by them and respecting the traditional values and cultures of the 
people. 


The Churches’ Solidarity with Indigenous People 


In many countries, churches have taken courageous stands and engaged in action in 
support of land rights for indigenous people. 


In the 1970s, rapid resource development in northern regions of Canada provided a 
focus for Canadian churches to challenge the moral and ethical values of the develop- 
ment model and to address the claims of the indigenous people. Through the formation 
of the ecumenical coalition, Project North, the churches have made a commitmentto the 
support for indigenous rights in Canada. More recently, Canadian churches have taken 
shareholder action in opposition to the destructive policy of a transnational mining 
company operation on indigenous land, and have taken political action to oppose 
Federal Legislation which seriously undermines the right of the indigenous people to the 
resources of their land. 


In Brazil in 1980, 27 missionaries from 5 national churches gathered with various 
Indian leaders in the Amazonia to examine the present tragic situation of the indigenous 
peoples. The Evangelical and the Catholic Churches’ representatives recognized their 
contribution to the colonialist enterprise of domination. They confessed their mistakes 
and the wrongs committed against the indigenous people, of having shown contempt for 
their cultures and having divided the people by forming different denominations and 
sects. In response they pledged their total solidarity in defence of land rights and ethnic 
identities of the indigenous people. 


Over the past two decades, there has been a growing awareness within the churches of 
Australia of the nature and results of the dispossession of the indigenous people. The 
churches have increasingly identified with the indigenous people’s struggle and in 1981 
acted with courage in inviting a WCC team to visit the indigenous people as a way of 
increasing international attention to the situation. 


Recommendations 
In light of these experiences, understanding and challenges, the Central Committee 


appeals to member churches to: 


1. listen to and learn from indigenous people in order to deepen Christian under- 
standing of (and solidarity with) their legal rights, their political situation, their 
cultural achievements and aspirations, and their spiritual convictions; 


2. commit significant financial and human resources to the struggle of indigenous 
people for land rights; 


3. become politically involved on the side of indigenous peoples and join the struggle 


against those powers and principalities which seek to deny the land rights and human 
rights of indigenous people; 
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support indigenous people struggling for land rights in their efforts to build linkage 
with other indigenous people around the world; 


as a sign to the wider community of the churches’ commitment to justice for 
indigenous people: 


a. to recognize the rightful claims of indigenous people and take steps to transfer 
land and property to them; 


b. to set up procedure to deal with the claims or demands of the indigenous people 
made upon the churches; 


c. to support the struggle of the people in their land claims through national and 
international Courts of Law; 


examine their investments in national and transnational corporations with a view to 
taking action to combat corporate policies affecting the lands of indigenous people; 


urge their governments to ratify and implement all relevant United Nations and other 
intergovernmental instruments for the protection of the rights of indigenous people; 


urge their governments to enact adequate and effective national legislation recognizing 
the collective property of the indigenous people. 


The Unit Committee also recommends that the Central Committee: 


Reaffirm that the issue of land rights for indigenous people should continue to be a 
priority for the work of the Programme to Combat Racism, as well as a concern of 
other sub-units of the WCC. The Programme to Combat Racism should involve other 
sub-units of the WCC in its work on this issue. 


Request the Programme to Combat Racism in consultation with the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs to take appropriate actions in cooperation with 
other NGOs to gain international recognition for self-determination of the indigenous 
people on the lands to which they claim titles by indigenous tradition or treaties. 


Welcome the creation by the United Nations of the working group on indigenous 
populations, and urges the United Nations, through its Commission on Human 
Rights, to give highest priority to the elaboration of appropriate international 
instruments for the protection and implementation of the rights of the indigenous 
peoples. 


Request the Programme to Combat Racism to set up suitable mechanisms to 
examine the policies of international banks and other corporations which finance 
development projects affecting indigenous people and to take appropriate action to 
ensure that the rights of indigenous people are fully respected in such development 
programmes. 


Strongly recommend that the issue of land rights for indigenous people be high- 
lighted at the Vancouver Assembly and request the Programme to Combat Racism 
staff, in consultation with the Assembly Preparations Committee, to make the 
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necessary arrangements, including stimulating the imagination through high- 
lighting the question of land rights and indigenous people by visual aids and other 
means such as personal testimonies at the Vancouver Assembly. 
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BY-LAWS OF THE COMMISSION OF THE 
CHURCHES ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


I. NAME 


The Commission shall be called Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, Commission des Eglises pour les Affaires Internationales, Kommission der 
Kirchen fir Internationale Angelegenheiten. 


Il. ORGANIZATION AND RELATIONS 


1. The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs is an agency of the World 
Council of Churches; constitutionally responsible to the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches. It is a sub-unit in Programme Unit II on Justice and 
Service, together with the sub-units on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service; Churches’ Participation in Development and the Programme to Combat 
Racism. 


2. Special relations may be negotiated from time to time by the World Council of 
Churches with World Confessional bodies, other International Christian bodies and 
with regional and national Councils of Churches to the end that the Commission 
shall assist them in their approach to international affairs and be assisted by them. 


Ill. AIMS 


It shall be the task of the Commission to witness to the lordship of Christ over human 
beings and history by serving people in the field of international relations and promoting 
reconciliation and world community in accordance with the biblical testimony to the 
oneness of human beings by creation; to God’s gracious and redemptive action in 
history; and to the assurance of the coming Kingdom of God in Jesus Christ. This service 
is demanded by the Church’s participation in the continuing ministry of Christ in the 
World of priestly intercession, prophetic judgement, the arousing of hope and 
conscience and pastoral care. This task necessitates engagement in immediate and 
concrete issues as well as the formulation of general Christian aims and purposes. In 
seeking to fulfill this task the Commission shall : 


1. Serve the World Council of Churches, its units and sub-units, the member churches, 
the national and regional Christian councils with which the World Council of 
Churches is related and such other international Christian bodies noted in Chapter 
IL as a source of information and guidance in their approach to international 
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problems, as a medium of counsel and action, and as an organ in formulating the 
Christian mind on world issues and in bringing that mind effectively to bear upon 
such issues. 

Call the attention of churches and councils to problems which are especially 
claimant upon the Christian conscience at any particular time and to suggest ways in 
which Christians may act effectively upon these problems in their respective 
countries and internationally. 

Encourage 

a) the promotion of peace with justice and freedom; 


b) the development of international law and of effective international institutions; 


c) the respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
special attention being given to the problem of religious liberty; 


d) the international control and reduction of armaments; 
e) the furtherance of economic justice through international economic cooperation; 


f) acceptance by all nations of the obligation to promote to the utmost the welfare of 
all peoples, and the development of free political institutions; 


g) the advance towards self-government of still dependent territories; 


h) the international promotion of social, cultural, educational and humanitarian 
enterprises. 


IV. FUNCTIONS 


Li 


To encourage in each country and area and in all the churches and councils the 
formation of organs through which the consciences of Christians may be stirred and 
educated as to their responsibilities in the world of nations. 


To gather and appraise selected studies and materials on the relationship of the 
Christian faith to public, international and world affairs, including the work of 
faculties and institutes, of other units of the World Council of Churches, of world 
confessional bodies, of related international Christian bodies, of regional and 
national Christian councils, and of the various churches and to make selected 
material available to the constituency and to the various units of the World Council of 
Churches. 


To arrange for or promote research on selected problems of international justice, 
world order and peace, and to utilize the results in furtherance of the work of the 
Commission. 


To cultivate relationships in study and action with non-member churches and in- 
dependent agencies sharing aims similar to those listed in Chapter III above. 
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To organize or participate in conferences in the cause of justice and peace. 


To maintain and provide for the maintenance of contacts with international bodies 
such as the United Nations and its agencies, including regional bodies, which will 
assist in the attainment of the aims described in Chapter III, paragraph 3 above. 


To represent the World Council of Churches or to provide for its representation and 
the coordination thereof, before these international bodies, as may be specifically 
arranged. The Commission may also represent, facilitate and help coordinate the 
representation of member churches, related international Christian organizations 
and non-member churches before such internatioal bodies. 


MEMBERS 
Members of the Commission shall be termed Commissioners. 


The Commission shall be composed of thirty Commissioners and its Director who 
shall be ex-officio a member of the Commission. 


The Commissioners shall be elected by the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches on the basis of nominations by the Commission and in accordance with 
the general policies of the World Council of Churches. 


In making nominations the Commission shall ensure adequate representation of the 
bodies in the categories listed in Chapter II, paragraph 2 above and the bodies 
concerned shall be consulted in the nomination of the Commissioners representing 
them. 


Christian knowledge and commitment and technical competence in international 
affairs and related subjects shall be the chief qualifications sought in all Com- 
missioners. An emphasis on laymen and lay women as members of the Commission 
and a proper balance of the membership in respect of geography, age, race, culture 
and confession shall be sought. 


The task of a Commissioner shall be: 


a) to correspond with the officers of the Commission, drawing their attention to 
matters which, in his or her view, should occupy their attention and advising them 
of the relevant data; 


b) to cooperate with recognized councils and church agencies and committees in 
educating public opinion or in making representation to authorities on matters in 
the international sphere of concern to the Christian conscience; 


c) as far as may be possible, to attend or to be represented by an alternate at duly 
convened meetings of the Commission. 


The General Secretary of the World Council may sit with the Commission and shall 


also determine from time to time Directors of such units and sub-units who by reason 
of their duties and the issues to be considered should sit with the Commission. 
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VI. CORRESPONDING COMMISSIONERS 


The Commission shall appoint subject to approval by the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches Corresponding Commissioners in number not more than 
forty, with tasks similar to those of the Commissioners and with the rights of the Com- 
missioners except the right to vote at meetings of the Commission and the right to require 
convening of a meeting of the Commission. 


VII. OFFICERS AND STAFF 


1, The officers of the Commission shall be the Moderator, at least one Vice-Moderator, 
Director, and such other officers as the Commission may decide. These officers, 
except the Director, shall be nominated by the Commission subject to approval by 
the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


2. The Director shall be the chief administrative officer of the Commission to carry on 
its work in accordance with its aims and functions, and subject to the directives of the 
Commission. The officers shall be assisted by a staff. The Director and the staff shall 
be appointed and employed according to the rules of the World Council of Churches 
after appropriate consultation with the officers of the Commission. 


VIII. REPRESENTATIVES 


Such world bodies and ecumenical organizations with which the more organic 
relationships provided for in Chapter IV and II have not been negotiated, may be invited 
by the officers to send a representative to meetings of the Commission in a consultative 
capacity. 


IX. MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION 


1. The Commission shall normally meet once a year at a place and time to be 
determined by the Moderator in consultation with the Director. A minimum notice of 
three months shall be given for meetings except in cases of emergency. 


2. Any ten members of the Commission or the General Secretary of the World Council 
of Churches may require a meeting to be convened for any purpose within the aims of 
the Commission and the Moderator shall forthwith convene a meeting with due notice 
of the purpose of it. 


3. The members of the Commission or those persons who shall sit with the Com- 
mission may propose alternates to attend meetings of the Commission, provided a 
fortnight’s notice of the intention to do so and the names of the alternates are given to 
the Moderator and he approves. Alternate members are entitled to vote. 


4. The quorum for meetings of the Commission shall be one third of its members. 


5. The Commission in session shall determine the general policies to be followed by the 
officers and staff in fulfilment of the aims of the Commission. The Commission in 
session may also approve statements proposed for general publication in the name of 
the Commission, but in this case such statements are subject to the relevant rules of 
the World Council of Churches. 
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X. THE BUDGET 


1. The Commission shall operate a separate budget under the rules of the World 
Council of Churches. 


2. The Commission may 


a) 


b) 


c) 


request and receive grants-in-aid from the general budget of the World Council of 
Churches, and from the budgets of those world, regional and national bodies with 
whom special organic relationship has been agreed (according to Chapter II); 
and further from other appropriate budgets of the World Council; 


subject to agreed World Council of Churches procedures, request and receive 
subscriptions and donations from corporate bodies and foundations, and 
individuals; 


subject to agreed World Council of Churches procedures, request and receive 
legacies; 


provided that no conditions are attached which are incompatible with its aims. 


XI. CONTACTS WITH THE CHURCHES 


The Commission may encourage the formation of and enter into relationship with 
national or regional bodies of churches in fulfilment of the functions described in 
Chapter IV. 


XII. CONTACTS WITH GOVERNMENTS AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL 


BODIES 


A. General Principles of Contact 


4) 


b) 


The Commission may negotiate directly in its own name and in the name of the 
World Council of Churches with the United Nations and other international 
bodies. 


In making representation to national governments or other national entities to 
advance a Christian view on any problem in accordance with its aims, the Com- 
mission shall do so ordinarily with the concurrence of the national or regional 
committee and in consultation with the Commissioners and Corresponding 
Commissioners in the country or countries. 


However, in exceptional circumstances the Commission may make such 
representations without such consultation and even when national or regional 
committees do not concur. In this event it is understood that the national or 
regional committee will not be in any sense responsible for such action. 


2. In formulating policies for representations to governmental agencies, the following 
procedures may be employed: 


a) The Commission may, when meeting, formulate policies, or the Moderator or 


Director on its behalf, following postal communication wherein a substantial and 
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representative agreement has been expressed, may also formulate policies. 


b) The officers in their official capacities may formulate policies, provided that it is 
in agreement with the Commission’s policy as provided in its aims and after 
consultation with the General Secretary of the World Council of Churches and 
the Moderator of the Central Committee, and with their concurrence. 


c) A national or regional committee or Commissioner or Corresponding Com- 
missioner may not act in the name of the Commission or of any of its officers or 
committees unless specific authorization has been given. 


d) The Commission may, in addition, prepare and recommend statements to the 
World Council of Churches for its consideration and to any appropriate 
assemblies or conferences meeting under the auspices of the World Council of 
Churches and to such bodies with which organic relationships have been agreed 
under the provisions of Chapter IL 


B. Procedures of Contact 

In accordance with the arrangements provided by the United Nations and its 
Specialized Agencies, the administrative officers of the Commission are empowered to 
seek and maintain on behalf of the Commission and the World Council of Churches the 
following contacts : 


1. Official registration with the United Nations Department of Public Information. 


2. Consultative status with the United Nations, its Specialized Agencies and other inter- 
governmental organizations. 


3. Such contacts with other organs and specialized agencies as the officers may 
determine necessary to accomplish the Commission’s aims. 


4. The Commission shall, with the approval of the General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, be responsible for facilitating and arranging such direct 
contact with organs and specialized agencies of the United Nations as may be 
requested by other sub-units or units of the World Council of Churches, and by 
bodies with which special relations have been agreed under the provisions of 
Chapter II. 


XIII. CONTACTS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 


As a general principle, the Commission will not establish organic relations with 
organizations, except as provided for in Chapter II, but, where deemed advisable, may 
cooperate with other bodies in such ways as will permit the exchange of information and 
promote action by the Commission in accomplishing its aims. 


XIV. These by-laws (approved by the Vth Assembly, Nairobi, 1975) may be amended 


by the Commission, provided that due notice has been given, subject to the approval of 
the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 
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CCIA COMMISSION 


Officers 


Dahlén, Olle (Moderator), Sweden 


Bouevsky, Alexy (Vice-Moderator), USSR 

Grimes, Rudolph (Vice-Moderator), Liberia 

Randall, Claire (Vice-Moderator), USA 

Yap, Thiam Hien (Vice-Moderator), Indonesia 

Niilus, Leopoldo (Director), Argentina (until July 1981) 
Koshy, Ninan (Director), India (from August 1981) 


Commissioners 
Barreiro, Julio Argentina 
Bichkov, Alexei USSR 
Bouevsky, Alexy USSR 
Carvalho, Emilio Angola 
Corneanu, Nicolae Rumania 
Dahlén, Olle Sweden 
Gachukia, Edda Kenya 
Gangbo, David Benin 
Gibble, Lamar H. USA 
Grimes, Rudolph Liberia 
Habib, Gabriel Lebanon 
Kang, Moonkyu Korea 
Konie, Gwendoline Zambia 
Maas Geesteranus, Godert W. Netherlands 
Mair, Lucille Jamaica 
Matthews, Robert Canada 
Miegge, Mario Italy 
Monterroso, Jorge Mexico 
Ortega, Ofelia Cuba 
Randall, Claire USA 
Ratanin, Matanee Thailand 
Rokotuivuna, Amelia Fiji 
Rose, Michael UK 
Salonga, Jovito Philippines 
Samuel, Bishop Egypt 
Schonherr, Albrecht GDR 
Somanader, Kenneth Sri Lanka 
Toth, Karoly Hungary 
Von Weizsacker, Richard FRG 
Yap, Thiam Hien Indonesia 
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Corresponding Commissioners 


Auguste, Annette Trinidad & Tobago 
Bartho, Ondrej CSSR 
Benedyktowicz, Witold Poland 
Chandy, Oommen India 

Cotto, Augusto Guatemala 
Ige, Bola Nigeria 
Janhonen, Anneli Finland 
Johanson, B. UK 
Kasemaa, Kalle Estonia SSR-USSR 
Kolisang, G.M. Lesotho 
Kruse, Max Denmark 
Lazerus, André France 
Lewek, Christa GDR 
Marshall, Russel New Zealand 
McKnight, Brent USA 
Patterson, Mary Jane USA 

Pereira Ramalho, Jether Brazil 
Philaret, Metropolitan USSR 
Rahantavolona-Andriamanjato, R. Madagascar 
Ruh, Hans Switzerland 
Samarajiwa, Rohan Sri Lanka 
Skjelsbaek, Kjell Norway 
Than, Chee Khoon Malaysia 
Uno, Miko Japan 
Villalpando, Waldo Argentina 
Viviani, Nancy Australia 
Zoé-Obianga, Rose Cameroon 


Executive Group 


Barreiro, Julio Argentina 
Bouevsky, Alexy USSR 
Dahlén, Olle Sweden 
Grimes, Rudolph Liberia 
Habib, Gabriel Lebanon 
Randall, Claire USA 
Yap, Thiam Hien Indonesia 
Koshy, Ninan India 
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Human Rights Advisory Group 


Appointed in November 1977, the Human Rights Advisory Group is responsible to 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


Abu-E]l Assal, Riah 
Buthi, Sam 
Bouevsky, Alexy 
Chandu Lal, Anand 
Clarke, Knolly 
Corneanu, Nicolae 
Dahlén, Olle 
Delbriick, Jost 
Etchegoyen, Aldo 
Girardet-Sbaffi, Maria 
Gomez Treto, Raul 
Kim, Kwan Suk 
Mamani, Zacarias 
Miller, Elizabeth 
Ntoni-Nzinga, Daniel 
Omari, Cuthbert 
Pereira Ramalho, Jether 
Rigos, Cirilo 

Samara, Maha 
Stalsett, Gunnar 
Stolpe, Manfred 
Tjibaou, Jean-Marie 
Viviani, Nancy 
Wilson, Lois 

Yap, Thiam Hien 
Zoé-Obianga, Rose 


Note 


L. 


Israel 

South Africa 
USSR 

India 

Trinidad 
Rumania 
Sweden (ex-officio) 
FRG 
Argentina 

Italy 

Cuba 

Korea 

Bolivia 

USA 

Angola 
Tanzania 
Brazil 
Philippines 
Lebanon 
Norway 

GDR 

New Caledonia 
Australia 
Canada 
Indonesia (Moderator) 
Cameroon 


Dr. Anwar Barkat was a Vice-Moderator till August 1978 when he was elected 
Moderator of the Unit II Committee. He was replaced as Vice- Moderator by Mr. Yap 
Thiam Hien and as Commissioner by Mr. Kenneth Somanader. 


Mr. Leopoldo Niilus was an Officer of the Commission in his capacity as Director till 
July 1981 when he was replaced by Mr. Ninan Koshy. 


Bishop Samuel died in September 1981. 


Mr. Augusto Cotto died in 1981. 


In view of the decision by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
that there would be no meetings of the full Commission after 1981 an Executive 


Group was constituted by the Commission. 
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CCIA STAFF 


Director 
Ninan Koshy 
Church of South India, India 


Executive Secretary 

Erich Weingartner 

Lutheran Church in America, Canada 
Executive Secretary in charge of WCC/CCIA UN Liaison Office, New York 
Victor W.C. Hsu 

Presbyterian, Mauritius 

Consultant 

Friedhelm Solms 

Evangelische Kirche in Baden, FRG 
Support Staff 

Barbara Aschwanden 

Frans Bouwen 

Christiane Hoeffel 


Gail Lerner (WCC/CCIA UN Liaison Office, New York) 
Irene Pesaro 


Changes: 1979 - 1982 


Gail Lerner joined the UN Liaison Office as Administrative Secretary in January 1979. 
Verena Pensini left the staff in October 1979. 

Irene Pesaro joined the staff as part-time Secretary in April 1981. 

Brigitta Lemel served as Secretary from March 1978 until June 1981. 

Leopoldo J. Niilus completed his assignment as Director in June 1981. 

Ninan Koshy took up office as Director in July 1981. | 


Jane Stromseth served as Intern for the preparation of the Amsterdam Public Hearingon 
Nuclear Weapons and Disarmament from April until December 1981. 


Dwain Epps completed his assignment as Executive Secretary in charge of the UN 
Liaison Office in February 1982. 
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Barbara Aschwanden joined the staff as Administrative Assistant in February 1982. 


Friedhelm Solms joined the staff as consultant for the Programme on Disarmament 
and against Militarism and the Arms Race in April 1982. 


Victor W.C. Hsu took charge of the UN Liaison Office in New York in June 1982. 
Heather Rayner served as part-time Secretary from April 1981 until June 1982. 


Frans Bouwen joined the staff as Intern in charge of documentation in August 1982. 
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A TRIBUTE TO LEOPOLDO NIILUS 


The Central Committee records its profound appreciation and gratitude for the 
dedicated work and many significant accomplishments of Dr. Leopoldo J. Niilus, whose 
task as Director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) of 
the World Council of Churches concluded in July 1981. 


As the first CCIA Director coming from the Southern Hemisphere, Dr. Niilus was 
able to effect a broadening of the Commission’s orientation and perspectives com- 
mensurate with the changing needs of the WCC’s expanding constituency. The 
compassion, sensitivity and humour with which he approached the vital problems facing 
not only the member churches, but the world at large, made the CCIA more accessible to 
ordinary people, at the same time as it challenged those in positions of power. 


Under his directorship since 1969, the CCIA has been a meeting point for the most 
diverse parties in conflict, has been able increasingly to deal with the complex problems 
of human rights, militarism and disarmament, as well as providing geopolitical analysis 
and awareness building for international affairs among the churches. Dr. Niilus 
combined in his person a balance of commitment to principles and effective practical 
tactics and strategies. | 


The Central Committee pays tribute to Dr. Leopoldo Niilus for his outstanding 
contribution to the ecumenical movement 
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MEETINGS 


May 31 - June 11, 1979 
CCIA regional meeting (Europe), Kiev, USSR 


September 30 - October 4, 1979 
Human Rights Advisory Group meeting, Copenhagen, Denmark 


December 10 - 13, 1979 
CCIA regional meeting (Latin America), Mexico City, Mexico 


January 17 - 19, 1980 
Workshop on Peaceful Resolution of Conflicts, Chambésy, Switzerland 


February 25 - 29, 1980 
34th CCIA Commission meeting, Larnaca, Cyprus 


June 11 - 14, 1980 
CCIA regional meeting (Middle East), Larnaca, Cyprus 


November 17 - 21, 1980 
CCIA regional meeting (Africa), Nairobi, Kenya 


March 2 - 7, 1981 
Human Rights Advisory Group meeting, Glion, Switzerland 


May 11 - 15, 1981 
35th CCIA Commission meeting, Friedewald, FRG 


September 28 - October 3, 1981 
CCIA regional meeting (Pacific and Asia), Manila, Philippines 


November 10 - 14, 1981 
Workshop on Militarism and Human Rights, Glion, Switzerland 


November 23 - 27, 1981 
Public Hearing on Nuclear Weapons and Disarmament, Amsterdam, Netherlands 


June 16 - 18, 1982 
CCIA Executive Group meeting, New York, USA 
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PUBLICATIONS 


1979 No. 
1980 No. 
1981 No. 
1982 No. 
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1 
2 


CCIA BACKGROUND INFORMATION 


Human Rights in the Republic of Korea 


33rd Session — A Report on the United Nations General Assembly 
from the UN Headquarters Liaison Office 


The Indochina Conflicts: Basic Elements by Victor Hsu 


34th Session — A Report on the United Nations General Assembly 
from the UN Headquarters Liaison Office 


Iron Hand, Velvet Glove: Studies on Militarization in Five Critical 
Areas in the Philippines 


Arms Race in Europe: New Developments — Interview with Wolf 
Graf von Baudissin (English / German) 


Study Paper on Religious Liberty, with selection of WCC statements 
on religious liberty since 1948 


El Salvador, One Year of Repression 


Political Trends in Africa — Reports and Papers of a Regional 
Consultation 


The Human Rights Issue and the Human Rights Movement by José 
Zalaquett 


Political Issues Linking the Pacific and Asia — Reports and Papers of 
a Regional Consultation 


Invasion of Lebanon — Christian Response in Face of the Threat to 
Lebanese and Palestinian Existence 


Militarism and Human Rights — Reports and Papers of a Workshop 


Ecumenical Presence at the United Nations Second Special Session 
on Disarmament 


OTHER CCIA PUBLICATIONS 


The Security Trap — Arms Race, Militarism and Disarmament: A Concern for 
Christians, edited by José-Antonio Viera Gallo, 1979 


Militarism and the World Military Order — A Study Guide for Churches, by Ernie 
Regehr, 1980 


Workers’ Rights are Human Rights — A Guide on International Labour Standards, 
by Archibald A. Evans, 1981 


Peace and Disarmament — Documents of the World Council of Churches and the 
Roman Catholic Church, 1982 (also available in French) jointly published by the Com- 
mission of the Churches on International Affairs and the Pontifical Commission Justice 
and Peace 


The Security Trap — Arms Race, Militarism and Disarmament: A Concern for 
Christians, REVISED EDITION, edited by José-Antonio Viera Gallo, 1982 


Before It’s Too Late — The Challenge of Nuclear Disarmament, edited by Paul Abrecht 
and Ninan Koshy, 1983 
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